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task of coordinating existing abbreviations and sym- 
bols, and rewriting the present standards into a com- 
prehensive manual of letter symbols and abbreviations. 
The scope of the work reads: '(Standardization of 
letter symbols and signs for  equations and formulas, 
and abbreviations for  use in publications." 

I n  line with the procedure of the American Stand- 
ards Association, the committee is anxious to see that 
every group which has a problem in respect to ab- 
breviations and symbols in its own field be represented 
on the committee. Any group which has published its 
own standard for  symbols is urged to submit a copy 
for consideration by the committee. 

Because of the di£ticulty involved in writing this uni- 
versal simplified language for  all phasw of engineer- 
ing, the committee is urging those interested to send 
comments on the standards which have already been 
approved, and suggestions for useful new symbols and 
abbreviations which are not now included, to Dr. J. 
Franklin Meyer, National Bureau of Standards, Wash- 
ington, D. C., chairman of the committee. 

Twelve standards for  letter symbols, abbreviations 
and graphical symbols have been developed by the 
technical committee of the American Standards Asso- 
ciation, which has been a t  work for  many years. Re-
cently, in order to simplify the work of the committee, 
i t  was divided into two parts, one covering the letter 
symbols and abbreviations, and the second covering the 
graphical symbols. 

The committee working on letter symbols and ab- 
breviations, which is now beginning its work, has 
twelve subcommittees covering the following broad 
subjects: mathematics, physics and mechanics, struc- 
tural analysis, hydraulics, heat and thermodynamics, 
photometry apd illumination, aeronautics, electric and 
magnetic quantities, radio, astronomy and surveying, 
and geodesy. 

The committee which will prepare standards on 
graphical symbols will start work soon and will also re- 
quest comments and suggestions on its phase of the 
problem. 

THE 'OMMITTEE 
THE Resources Committee, which 

Harold L. Ickes is chairman, appointed early in 1935 
an advisory committee, which has now submitted a 
report. 

I t s  recommendations are based on conclusions 
reached after a factual survey of pollution conditions 
and legislation existing for  the control of pollution 
throughout the forty-eight states. The report indi- 
cates that many states are faced with increasingly 
serious pollution of their waters, that there is  little use 
of uniform standards of water quality, that insufficient 
effort is being made to ,protect public health and 

water fowl and fish life from the effects of domestic 
and industrial waste and that many states are lacking 
in legislation properly drawn to cope with existing 
conditions. 

The six-point program presented for  consideration 
aims a t  interstate control on the basis of drainage 
areas where possible, the simplification and coordina- 
tion of state laws, broader authorization and adequate 
funds for research, the institution of a cooperative 
program of investigation to be carried on by legally 
constituted state agencies acting together with an 
appropriate Federal agency and the holding in abey- 
ance of changes in Federal law until experiment with 
a demonstration unit has indicated whether o r  not 
changes are desirable and feasible. 

The demonstration unit recommended would be a 
Potomac ILiver Conservancy District to be established 
to serve as a research unit in a special program of 
cooperation between the states of West Virginia, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania and the Federal 
Government. Such a unit, according to the report, 
would not only aid in the solution of many serious 
pollution problems, but would serve as a training field 
for  the development of scientific and administrative 
personnel trained for  duty with other states. The 
report covers the problems of pollution in relation to 
public health, industrial waste treatment, standards of 
water quality, conservation of water fowl and fish life 
and state and federal legislation. 

The committee is composed of seven technical and 
administrative experts with special training and ex- 
perience in the field of water problems. Members 
appointed to work along lines recommended in the 
Water Resources Section of the National Resources 
Board report last December and the report of the 
Mississippi Valley Committee of October last, are as 
follows: W. B. Bell, biological survey, Department of 
Agriculture; Lieutenant-Colonel Glen E. Edgerton, 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army; A. C. Fieldner, Bu- 
reau of Mines; Elmer Higgins, Bureau of Fisheries; 
Thorndike Saville, Water Resources Section, National 
Resources Committee; R. E. Tarbett, Public Health 
Service, and Abel Wolman, Maryland State Depart- 
ment of Health. H. R. Crohurst, sanitary engineer of 
the public ~ ~ ~ l t h  worked with the committee service, 
on specialassignment General Hugh S.by surgeon
Cumming. 

THE VALIDITY OF FEDERAL BIRD 

REGULATIONS 


ANOTHERlegal attack on federal regulations govern- 
ing the shooting of migratory game birds has failed 
and a federal court has again upheld the restrictions 
on wildfowling, according to a statement issued by the 
Bureau of Biological Survey in commenting on the 
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opinion handed down by Judge J. Earl  Major in  U. S. 
District Court in Springfield, Ill. 

Dismissing a bill of complaint asking that federal 
officew be enjoined from enforcing this year's water-
fowl-hunting regulations, Judge Major declared that 
the plaintiffs had no property right in the migratory 
birds but "only such permissive privileges as  the gov- 
ernmental authorities may decree.,' 

Led by G.  G. Brandenburg, president of the Illinois 
Sportsmen's Association, and including five of that 
state's hunting clubs, the plaintiffs had alleged that 
the enforcement of the regulations would cause a de- 
preciation in the value of property which they had 
acquired as  hunting grounds. The judge, however, 
pointed out that "those who spend large sums of 
money in the purchase of land and in improving and 
equipping the same for  the hunting and taking of 
migratory birds must have done so with the knowledge, 
actual or implied, that they had no property right" in 
the birds. 

The "matter in  controversy," the judge concluded, 
was not the damage alleged to be sustained in property 
depreciation, but rather the restriction on the plain- 
tiff's taking and possessing waterfowl. Damage or in- 
jury suffered because of decreased real estate values 
he considered "purely incidental or collateral to the 
object and purposes of the suit." Ruling that such 
damage could not be taken into consideration in deter- 
mining the amount in controversy, Judge Major 
reached the conclusion that this did not exceed $3,000 
and was therefore outside the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Court. 

This conclusion, together with the ruling that no 
property right justifying a n  injunction was involved, 
according to the judge, precluded the consideration of 
other questions presented, including the allegation that 
the regulations were made without regard to zones of 
temperature or to the distribution, abundance, cco-
nomic value, breeding habits and migrations of the 
birds. Biological Survey naturalists who were in 
court prepared to present the data used in formulating 
the regulations, and local sportsmen who supported the 
conservation policies of the bureau were thus not 
called upon to testify. 

This year's regulations were based on the results 
of extensive investigations showing that  the alarming 
condition of the birds made a short season with severe 
restrictions the only alternative to a complete prohibi- 
tion of hunting. Though interested primarily in the 
protection of the birds, the Biological Survey points 

out that only the necessary restrictions indicated by the 
condition of the species are  recommended, and the 
restrictions are  fo r  the purpose of perpetuating the 
sport of wildfowling rather than of interfering with it. 

T H E  PRESIDENT OF T H E  AMERICAN 

CHEMICAL SOCIETY 


DR. EDWARDR. WEIDLEIN, director of the Mellon 
Institute of Industrial Research, Pittsburgh, has been 
elected president of the American Chemical Society 
f o r  1937. Dr. Weidlein was nominated in a national 
poll of the 19,000 members. The final choice was made 
by the society's council from the four  nominees re-
ceiving the largest number of votes. Dr. Weidlein will 
serve as  president-elect during 1936. 

On January 1,Professor Edward Bartow, head of 
the department of chemistry and chemical engineering 
in the State University of Iowa, now president-elect, 
will take office as president of the society, succeeding 
Professor Roger Adams, of the University of Illinois. 

Dr. Weidlein was born in Augusta, Kansas, July 14, 
1887. I-Ie was graduated from the University of 
Kansas in 1909, and received the master of arts degree 
in 1910. H e  was industrial fellow of the university 
frorn 1909 to 1912. I Ie  holds the honorary degree of 
doctor of science from Tufts College, 1924, and of 
doctor of laws from the University of Pittsburgh, 
1930. 

Dr. Weidlein became associate director of the Mellon 
Institute in 1916, after serving four  years as senior 
industrial fellow. I n  1921 he was named director. 
Isis research has been chiefly in the fields of heat in- 
sulation materials, hydrometallurgy, camphor and 
epinephrine. R e c e ~ t l y  he has devoted himself to the 
methodology of industrial research. 

Dr. Weidlein was chairman of the fuel committee of 
the National Research Council in 1918, and is now a 
member of the central petroleum committee and of its 
division of engineering industrial research. H e  was a 
chemical expert to the W a r  Industries Board in 1918 
and 1919. 

H e  is a past president and director of the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers and a fellow of the 
American Association for  the Advancement of Science 
and of the American Institute of Chemists, as  well as 
a member of other organizations in this country and 
abroad. H e  is a trustee of the University of Pitts-
burgh and a director of the Forbes National Bank, 
Pithburgh. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

THE Penrosc Medal of the Geological Society of geology of Harvard University. I t  will be presented 

America has been awarded to Dr. Reginald Aldworth a t  the annual dinner of the society a t  the Waldorf- 
Daly, Sturgis-Hooper professor i n  the department of Astoria Hotel, New York City, on December 27. The 


