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RECENT PROGRESS IN THE STUDY OF EARLY MAN1 
By Sir ARTHUR SMITH WOODWARD 

WHENmeeting in East Anglia i t  is appropriate that 
the Section of Anthropology should devote some spe- 
cial attention to prehistoric archeology. I n  this par t  
of England, as long ago as 1797, John Frere made the 
first scientific observations on Paleolithic implements 
which he had dug out of a superficial deposit a t  Hoxne. 
During vecent years J. Reid Moir has excited wide in- 
terest by his discoveries of the oldest known stone im- 
plements which he has collected with remarkable zeal 
and discussed with acute observation. EIere also arose 
:he "Prehistoric Society of East  Anglia," which has 
.~eenso well supported during its caseer of over twenty 
years that it has gradually widened its sphere until 
now i t  becomes the "Prehistoric Society" devoted to 
advances in its subject in all parts of the world. We 
are, indeed, now confronted with problems much 
~ r e a t e r  than those which the pioneers in  western 

1 Address of the president of the Seetion of Anthro-
pology, British Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, Norwieh, September, 1935. 

Europe dealt with, when they were laying the foun- 
dations of research in prehistory. Traces of men who 
lived before the dawn of history in widely separated 
parts of the earth's surface have been discovered in in- 
creasing abundance during recent years; and a study 
which a t  first was more or less local has now become 
one of world-wide scope. 

Among the several branches of science which con-
tribute to our understanding of the subject, those of 
paleontology and geology are of considerable impor- 
tance. Dr. Friedrich E .  Zuener has recently demon- 
strated this by his valuable paper on the Pleistocene 
chronology of central Europe in the Geologir~al Mngn- 

zime fo r  August, 1935. The period of man's existence 
on the earth has been so short that there has been no 
appreciable evolution among the mammals associated 
with successive human races; but many migrations and 
extinctions are  observable, so that these mammals can 
often be used for  determining the relative ages of the 



To relieve the 
S c i e n t i s t  o f  
tedious manual 
computations 

H ERE is a complete and interesting account of the development and present day appli- 
cation of the punched card method of tabulating facts and figures. Starting with a 

brief explanation of operating principles, this volume proceeds quickly to the uses of the 
machines in astronomy, economics, medicine, literature and social sciences. Particular em- 
phasis is also placed on the solution of statistical problems involving moments, product- 
moments, Pearsonian correlation, the analysis of variance, and curve fitting by the use of 
least squares. 442 Pages. 10 Sections. Price $4.50 

Some of  the subjects covered 
Anthmpology . . . . by E. A. Hooton of Harvard University 

Variables in Anthropometric Research; A Criminal Survey as Example of Punched Card Applica- 
tion; Pre-Coded Field Record Card; Example of Results. 

Astronomy . . . . by W. J. Eckert, Columbia University 
Construction of Tables by Interpolation; Summation of Periodic Series; Stellar Statistics; Planetary 
Motions; Star Catalogues. 

Economics . . . . by Edwin W. Spengler of Brooklyn College 
Sales Tax Study; Evolution of a Questionnaire; Importance of Preparatory Work. 

Literatme . . . . by H. F. Hetcher of University of Illinois 
Index Making; Concordances; Word Index of Milton's English Prose as Example of Punched Card 
Method. 

Social Sdence . . . . by Charles S. Johnson of =k University 
Mining Study; Rural Studies; Negro Family Studies; T. V. A. Surveys; Attitude Studies. 

A few typical comments 
"It is possible, with this kind of device, to do incredibly large statistical jobs within very short periods 
of time." Malcolm G. Preston in the Wbarton Rwirw. 
"Many possibilities of the tabulating equipment . . . strikingly illustrated . . . innumerable possible 
applications suggested." Govemnrental Researcb Bulletin. 
" . . . for research departments, for executive offices, for the registrar's office, the volume is indis- 
pensable." Kadelpian Review. 
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