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educationists of India," whose identity will doubtless be 
revealed in a subsequent issue. . . . Some aspects of 
Science and Culture are so similar to the corresponding 
features of Current Science that we confess to misgiving 
that its promoters have judged us and found us wanting. 
Actually, there is very little of the material presented in 
this first issue for which we would not gladly have found 
space in our own columns. The question therefore arises 
in our mind, is there a large enough public for two similar 
journals; because, if not, we fear that both must languish, 
under-nourished in both material and support. On the 
other hand, there is ample room for a journal popular- 
izing science, old and new. Therefore, while welcoming 
Science and Culture we take leave to hope that future 
issues may devote themselves more definitely to the de- 
clared policy of its promoters, and expand on lines com- 
plementary to-rather than competitive with-Current 
Science. 

THE PEAT SUBCOMMISSION OF THE THIRD 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 


SOIL SCIENCE 

DURING the session of the Peat  Subcommission of 

the third International Congress of Soil Science, held 
a t  Oxford, England, it was proposed that the attention 
of workers should be directed to three main issues: 

(1) Tho Classification of Moorland. 
(2) The Draining and Subsidence of Moorland. 
(3) The Liming and Manuring of Peat Soils. 

It was decided that these subjects should form the 
basis fo r  discussions to  be held in  Sweden in July, 
1937, and that the scope of the work should be ex- 
tended before the meeting of the next international 
congress, which will be held in  Germany in 1940. 

To enable a satisfactory program of work to be 
carried out, it was recommended that the president 
be assisted by six vice-presidents and a regional com- 
mittee. The latter will include members from the 
various countries interested in  moorland problems and 
it  will be the duty of each member to form a link be-
tween the commission and the workers in his country. 

The following office bearers were elected : 

Honorary President, Geheimrat Professor Dr. B. Tacke, 
Germany. 

President, Dr. F. Briine, Germany. 
Secretary, Professor L. Rinne, Esthonia. 
Vice-Presidents, Dr. A. P. Dachnowski-Stokes, U. S. A.; 

Dr. I. P. Gerasimov, TJ. S. S. R.; Direktor E. A. 
Malm, Finland; Dr. W. G. Ogg, Scotland; Pro-
fessor H. Osvald, Sweden; Dr. J. Tomaszewski, 
Poland. 

Regional Committee 
Canada, Professor R. R. McKibbin ; Czechoslovakia, 

Ing. Dittrich; Denmark, Dr. I<. Jessen; Esthonia, Pro- 
fossor L. Rinne; Finland, Direktor E. A. Malm; Germany, 
Professor Mayer; Great Britain, Dr. I. M. Robertson; 
Holland, Professor Elema ; Ireland, ;Norway, 

Dr. A. Loddesel; Poland, Dr. B. Swietochowski; Sweden, 
Professor H. Osvald; U. S.A., Dr. F. J. Alway;U. S.S.R., 
Dr. Varlygin. 

THE WASHINGTON MEETING OF THE 
ELECTROCHEMICAL SOCIETY 

TIIE autumn meeting of the Electrochemical Society 
will be held in  Washington on October 10, 11and 12, 
under the presidency of James H.  Critchett, of the 
Electrometallurgical Company. Headquarters will be 
a t  the New Willard Hotel. The preliminary program 
describes the general plans f o r  the meeting. 

The Local Committee, headed by Dr. George W. 
Vinal, of the Bureau of Standards, has planned visits 
to various laboratories f o r  Thursday afternoon. Of 
particular interest to students of high temperature 
will be the Geophysical Laboratories in  Washington, 
where Dr. L. H. Adams and others have succeeded in 
reproducing conditions which prevailed in the earth's 
crust ages ago, and have produced a series of well- 
known minerals synthetically. 

On Thursday evening there will be a dinner in honor 
of Frank  J. Tone, president of the Carborundum Com- 
pany, recipient of the fourth Edward Goodrich Ache- 
son Medal, in  recognition of his outstanding work on 
the electric furnace. The presentation of the medal 
and prize will take place immediately after the dinner. 
Dr. Frederick M. Becket, president of the Electro-
metallurgical Company and head of the Union Carbide 
Research Laboratories, will speak on the scientific and 
technical accomplishments of the medallist and Dr. 
Carl G. Schluederberg, manager of the Cleveland and 
Indianapolis Works of the Westingbouse Company, 
on "Tone the Man." Then will follow the presenta- 
tion of the medal, and the speech of acceptance by 
Mr. Tone. 

Dr. George W. Vinal will preside a t  the session 
devoted to recent developments in  the battery a r t  on 
Friday morning. Friday afternoon will be devoted to 
visits to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the 
Food Laboratories, the Bureau of Standards and 
others. I n  the evening there will be a joint meeting 
with the other scientific and engineering societies of 
Washington i n  the large ball room of the New Willard 
IIotel. Dr. C. E. K. Mees, director of the Research 
Laboratories of the Eastman Kodak Company of 
Rochester, will be the guest speaker. H e  will de-
scribe the new Kodachrome process which is making 
it possible f o r  every amateur to take colored photo- 
graphs. Afterwards a visit is planned to the United 
States Naval Observatory. 

The Electrodeposition Division, W. W. McCord, 
chairman, has arranged f o r  a session for  Saturday 
morning, and probably par t  of the afternoon, October 
12. 



Besides the three main sessions enumerated above, 
there will be a session devoted to a group of papers 
on various phases of electrochemistry. Stender and 
his associatcs (Leningrad, Russia) will discuss the 
Castner cell; Krause and Kahlenberg (University of 
Wisconsin), the palladium-hydrogen equilibrium; 
Lilienfeld, Nieh and Goldman (of Malden, Mass.), 
anodic layers on aluminum. 

Dr. Colin G. Fink, Columbia University, New York 
City, is secretary of the society. 

CHANGES AT THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE 

NATHANHAYWARD,president of the Franklin In-
stitute, Philadelphia, Pa., has announced the election 
of I-Ienry Butler Allen, metallurgist of the Henry 
Disston Company, Philadelphia, and member of the 
Board of Managers of the Franklin Institute for sev- 
eral years, as director of the museum of the institute. 
He  will take up his new work on October 1. 

Dr. Howard McClenahan has been granted a year's 
leave of absence and plans to travel for a year, after 
which he will continue his services as secretary of the 
institute, a position that he accepted in 1925 when he 
retired as dean of the College of Princeton University. 
Under his leadership the Franklin Institute, together 
with the Benjamin Franklin Memorial, Inc., conducted 
a drive for funds for a new building. Work was 
begun in 1930 and the building completed and occu- 

pied in the fall of 1933. Shortly after his acceptance 
of the secretaryship he proposed this expansion and 
was sent abroad by the officials of the institute to 
study the 1)eutsches Museum in Munich. As a result 
of his efforts the scientific and technological museum 
was sponsored by the institute. One of its best known 
features is the planetarium, the gift of Samuel S. 
Fels. I n  Dr. McClenahan's absence Dr. Alfred Rigling, 
librarian and assistant secretary, will carry on his 
work. 

Mr. Allen's connection with the Franklin Institute 
began when he became a member in 1916. He has 
served as chairman of the Committee on Science and 
the Arts, and in 1932 was elected a member of the 
Board of Managers. He has been chairman of the 
Museum Committee for the past two years. Mr. Allen, 
who was born in Greenfield, Mass., attended New En- 
gland schools and Amherst in the class of 1909. He  
received a degree of metallurgical engineer from the 
Columbia University School of Mines in 1911. For a 
short time thereafter he was United States Examiner 
of Iron and Steel for  the Port of New York. I n  1913 
he became associated with Henry Disston Sons Com- 
pany, of Philadelphia, and has continued with them 
ever since, being now chief metallurgist of the com- 
pany. Mr. Allen returned recently from a six-week 
trip to Europe, where he visited museums as well as  
industrial plants. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

SIR JOSIAHSTAMP was elected president of the 

British Association for  the Advancement of Science 
at  the recent meeting a t  Norwich. Sir  Josiah is chair- 
man of the London, Midland and Scottish Railway, 
director of the Bank of England and a member of the 
British Economic Advisory Council. 

AT the annual meeting of the American Astronomical 
Society, held a t  Toronto on September 10, 11and 12, 
under the presidency of Dr. I-Ienry Norris Russell, of 
Princeton University, the following officers were 
elected: Dr. Frederick Slocum, of the Van Vleck 
Observatory at  Wesleyan University, vice-president; 
Dr. Annie Jump Cannon, of I-Iarvard College Obser- 
vatory; Dr. Robert H.  Baker, of the University of 
Illinois, and Dr. Theodore Dunham, Jr., of the Mount 
Wilson Observatory, couwcilors; Dr. Robert G. Ait- 
ken, director emeritus of the Lick Observatory, was 
appointed the society's representative on the National 
Research Council. Dr. R. S. Dugan, of Princeton 
University, secretary, and Dr. F. C. Jordan, of Alle- 
gheny Observatory, treasurer, were reelected. Dr. 
Ejntrs Hertzsprung, director of the Sterrewacht a t  
Leiden, Holland, was elected to honorary membership 
to succeed the late Dr. Willem de Sitter. 

A DINNER in honor of Dr. Gilbert N. Lewis, pro- 
fessor of physical chemistry and dean of the College 
of Chemistry of the University of California, was 
given by the American Chemical Society at  the close 
of the San Francisco meeting. 

PRESENTATION the Frederic Ives will be made of 
Medal for 1935 to Dr. George Ellery Hale, honorary 
director of the Mount Wilson Observatory of the Car- 
negie Institution, a t  the annual dinner of the Optical 
Society of America, which meets a t  the Franklin In- 
stitute, Philadelphia, from October 24 to 26. Dr. 
Charles G. Abbot, secretary of the Smithsonian Imti- 
tution, will accept the medal on behalf of Dr. Hale. 

THE Albert Medal for 1935 of the Royal Society of 
Arts, London, given annually "for distinguished merit 
in promoting arts, manufactures or commerce," has 
been awarded to Sir Robert Hadfield "for his re-
searches in metallurgy and his services to the steel 
industry." 

Nature states that the council of the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh has awarded the Makdougall-Brisbane 
Prize for the period 1932-34 to Dr. A. E. Cameron, 
lecturer in entomology a t  the University of Edinburgh, 
for  his publications in entomology. 


