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HOMO SAPIENS-WHENCE AND WHITHER" 
By Professor EARNEST A. HOOTON 

HAEVARD UNIVERSITY 

INTRODUCTION 

THE male human creature in our  society is sup- 
posed to have ('come of age7' when he has completed 
his twenty-first year. A n  alleged scienti,st ought to  
have attained his maj,ority when he has passed the 
twenty-first anniversary of his professional career. 
Unfortunately he may remain forever a minor, even 
if he has reached the ('age of discretion." Neverthe-
less, 1 propose to survey the increments to our knowl- 
edge of that animal, man, during the past score and 
odd of years, whether my utterances be the brash 
pipings of the callow juvenile, the resounding plati- 
tudes of waisty middle age o r  the reminiscent quaver- 
ings of senility. I n  any  event, I firmly absolve my- 

1 The thirteenth annual Sigma Xi  lecture, given at a 
joint session of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science and the Society of Sigma Xi, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., December 28, 1934. 

self from responsibility f o r  th,e anthropological accre- 
tions of which I here take note, since any  pebble 
which I in passing may casually have dropped upon 
the rock pile, has simply disappeared in the chinks 
between the pondmerous contributions of my more sub- 
stantial colleagues. I n  short, like the famous young 
man on the hearse, I have just come f o r  the ride. 

One may well begin with some new angles from 
which recent observers have viewed prehuman prob- 
lems. These are  zoological angles rather than mathe- 
matical angles. Nevertheless, some of them are  acute 
and others are  obtuse. The first problem which may 
be viewed thus askance is that  of the origin of the 
primates. ( I  refer to the zoological order rather than 
to the ecclesiastical order.) The research of the last 
two decades has aroused suspicion that the primates 
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Four Important New Books 

Doan-The Principles of Physical Metallurgy 
By GILBERT E. DOAN, Associate Professor of Metallurgy, Lehigh University. Metal-
lurgical Tex ts .  330 pages, $3.00 

A coherent and organically unified account of the behavior of metals under the influence of opera- 
tions which are performed upon them in the metal fabricating and manufacturing industries. The 
approach is that of classical physical chemistry and physics. 

Cartis-The Translocation of Solutes in Plants 
By OTIS F. CURTIS,Professor of Botany, Co~nell University. McGraw-Hill Pubhi- 
cations iw the  Agricultural and Botawical Hciences. 273 pages, $3.00 

Surveys critically the various conceptions held by botanists and horticulturists as to the tissue con- 
cern,ed in translocation, as well as to the mechanics of transport. The book presents briefly the 
evidence offered in support of each of these theories. 

AitRen-The Binary Stars. New second edition 
By ROBERT GRANTAITKEN, Director and Astronomer, Lick Observatory, University 
of California. McGraw-Hill Astronolmical Series 309 pages, $3.75 

Gives a historical sketch of work on the binary stars and presents in detail observing methods and 
methods of computing the orbits of visual and of spectroscopic binary stars, including the eclipsing 
binaries. The author also discusses the question of the origin of the binary system. 

Welch-Limnology 
By PAULS. WELCII, Professor of Zoology, University of Michigan. McGraw-Hill 

Publications in the  Zoological Sciences. 471 pages, $5.00 


Deals with the more important features of biological productivity in inland waters-lakes, rivers, 
and streams. The book stresses the chemical, physical, and biological factors which determine the 
kind  and amount of life normally supported by the various kinds of waters. 
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