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tion reduction potentials in the neighborhood of the
ones showing partial reduection are closely related
chemically to the latter.

Lyre V. Beck

ROLLER CANARY SONG PRODUCED
WITHOUT LEARNING FROM
EXTERNAL SOURCES

Sivce May 31, 1934, twelve roller canaries have
been born and reared in soundproof cages, without
hearing a song from any non-isolated bird. Eight are
males, and four are females. Daily recordings of
their vocal responses have been made on aluminum
disks, motion picture films, or strobophotographic
records.

The contest roller canary song consists of vocal
effects known as rolls and tours. They are distin-
guished on the basis of sonance, or suceessive auditory
fusion. In a roll, the successive pitch changes are
perceived as unitary, whereas in the tour the patterns
are perceived as discrete units. Physically, the dis-
tinetion is one of rate of the successive patterns, the
rolls having sufficient rapidity to be fused in auditory
perception.

The basie song consists of a sequence of hollow roll,
hollow bell, schockel, flutes and water roll. The first
four, when graphed for rate of successive patterns,
show a decreasing rate resembling a typical muscular
fatigue curve. The rolls and tours of the main
sequence are added to, substituted for or embellished
by individual birds. The added effects are the bass
roll, glucke, glucke roll, water glucke, schockel, deep
bubbling water tour, bell roll, bell tour and bell
glucke. It is rare that a single bird has all the effects
in his song. The number generally varies from five to
ten.

By January 7, 1935, the date of this writing, all the
isolated males had produced recognizable effects of
the roller canary song. These data have been checked
by Mr. Frank H. Bires, of Whittier, California, an
outstanding contest judge.

Nest 1. Males 51, 52 and 53, each aged 212 days,
produced a hollow roll, schockel, flutes and water
roll. Males 52 and 53 produced a hollow bell, and
Male 51 a bass roll, bell roll and bell tour.

Nest 2. Male 24, aged 210 days, produced a
schockel, flutes, water roll, hollow roll, deep bubbling
water tour and water glucke.

Nest 3. Males 56, 57 and 58, each aged 163 days,
sang a water roll and flutes. Males 56 and 57 devel-
oped a glucke and bell roll. Males 56 and 58 pro-
duced a hollow roll and schockel. Males 57 and 58
produced a water glucke, Male 56 the only bell tour
in the nest, and Male 58 the only water glucke which
has yet appeared in Nest 3. _

Nest 4. Male 60, aged 224 days, produced a glucke,
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flutes, bass roll, hollow roll, hollow bell and bell

_ glucke.

Taken together, the isolated birds produced all the
effects. Four of them, Males 51, 52, 53 and 60, had
from four to six effects when breaking into the mature
roller song for the first time. They were subjected
to inhibiting factons incidental to the original experi-
ment, possibly the excessive heat, or, perhaps in the
case of the first three, the fighting which often occurs
when males are in the same cage. The other four,
Males 24, 56, 57 and 58, developed one roll and tour
after another from their baby song. The latter three
were isolated at the first appearance of baby song,
before any roll or tour appeared. The baby song is
for the most part a nonsense melody of choppy notes
covering a wide pitch range. The earliest baby song
appeared at 60 days and the latest at 149 days.

Rolls appeared earliest in the cases of Males 51 and
52, specifically, at the age of 110 days. The slowest
to develop a roll was from the same nest, Male 53, who
was 179 days old at the time.

Males 24, 51, 56, 57, 58 and 60 heard no rolls or
tours of any kind prior to producing them. Males 51
and 52 heard each other. Male 53 heard the song
of Male 24.

The females have produced only a characteristic
chirp and simple series of call notes. According to
professional canary breeders, the female rarely has
any of the rolls and tours. With this assurance, the
mothers in this study were left with their young until
weaned, the period varying from 25 to 40 days. The
notes of the canary hens were observed and recorded,
and no semblance of rolls or tours appeared. The
males used in breeding were removed from the sound-
proof cages before the female was placed with the
eggs. The eggs were removed from the breeding cage
daily until all had been laid.
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