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REVIEW O F  SOME O F  T H E  MORE RECENT ADVANCES 

IN T H E  STUDY O F  BLOOD DISEASES1 


By Professor CYRUS C. STURGIS, M. D. 
DIRECTOR OF THE TROMAS H m R Y  SIMPSON MEMORIAL INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


PROGRESSi n  hematology, as  in  any other science, 
depends to a great extent upon new and accurate 
methods of observation. As has been emphasized by 
Sir  Humphry R o l l e ~ t o n , ~  probably the two most im- 
portant steps which led to a great increase in  our 
knowledge of blood diseases were the introduction of 
the microscope, and especially the compound, achro-
matic form by G. D. Amici a hundred years ago, and 
the development of the modern methods of staining 
blood by Paul  Ehrlich, which he began i n  1877. 

The entire field of medicine from a scientific stand- 
point has progressed more rapidly during the past 50 

1Address of the vice-president and chairman of the 
Section of the Medical Sciences, delivered before the 
General Session, American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. Pittsburnh. December 27. 1934. 

2 Sir ~ u t n ~ h r $  the' ~ o y a i  Soc. of ~ollest&,'Proc. of 
Med., 27: 31-48, July, 1934. 

years than it has a t  any other time i n  the history of 
the world. New, valuable and accurate information 
which has a n  important bearing on the cause and cure 
of disease has accumulated so rapidly that those who 
teach the practice of medicine and a re  interested in  
problems of medical research find that  it requires a 
great effort on their par t  to keep abreast with the 
advances which are  being mad'e, even when their 
interests are  largely restricted to a specialized field. 

The science of hematology illustrates as  well as  any 
other branch of medicine that these statements a re  
true, f o r  during the past decade many new and funda- 
mental facts have been discovered which have an im-
portant bearing upon the etiology and the treatment 
of oertain blood diseases. 

As it will be necessary obviously to limit this dis-
cussion, it is essential that my remarks be confined to 



5 APRIL19, 1935 XCIENCE-ADVERTISEMENTS 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 


ORGANIZED IN 1873 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

may be obtained by application to 

THE REGISTRAR 

80 East Concord Street 

Boston Massachusetts 

American-Made 

Giemsa Stain, 
using American dyes 
and American solvents 

Continued satisfied patronage en-
courages us in our efforts in intro- 
ducing our GIEMSA STAIN made 
after the original method described 
by Giemsa in Deutsche med. Wochen- 
schrift, No. 31, p. 1026, 1905. 

We are supplying American scien- 
tists with an efficient stain marketed 
at  a price that is reasonable by virtue 
of neither excessive cost of custom 
duty fees nor high priced unfavdrable 
foreign exchange : 

Fifty grams for $2.00. 

Gradwohl Laboratories 
3514 Lucas Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 

ALBANY 
MEDICAL COLLEGE 

of 

Union University 
A well-endowed, Class A Medical School 

with entering class limited to thirty. 
Close association with Albany Hospital 

provides unusual opportunity for clinical 
instruction. 

For further information apply t o  the 
OFFICE OF DEAN 

Albany Medical College, Albany, N. Y. 

1 Albany Hospital adjoining Albany Medical College 

ANNOUNCINGII11 C R Y S T A L L I N E 

I/ VITAMIN B, 

THE interesting researches by R. R. Williams and 
co-workers on the isolation of Vitamin B1 have 

brought about an increasing interest i n  the study 
of the antineuritic vitamin. 

The preparation, in our laboratories, of Vitamin 
01 in  practical quantities enables us to supply the 
antineuritic vitamin in  crystalline form, making i t  
generally available to investigators and research- 
workers. 

The crystals are the antineuritic principle in  the 
form of the pure hydrochloride. Their biologic po- 
tency is approximately 400 Chase und Sherman 
units per milligram. 

Vitamin Bf Crystals-Merck are marketed in  vials 
containing 10 mgm. (0.01 Om.). 

Further information wil l  be furnished upon request. 

MERCK & CO. INC., RAHWAY, N. J. 
Manufacturing ChemistsII 


