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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

CENTENARY OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
OF GREAT BRITAIN:

THE Geological Survey of Great Britain is the oldest
national geologieal survey in the world, having now
been in active existence for a hundred years. It owes
its inception to the private enterprise of the late Sir
Henry Thomas De la Beche, who became its first di-
rector. (eological material was quickly accumulated
and De la Beche was compelled to ask for museum
accommodation, This was provided in a house in
Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, where it was opened to
the public in 1841, as the Museum of Economie Geol-
ogy. In 1851, the museum was transferred to Jermyn
Street, where it has continued until recently. For
many years past, however, the space available has
been inadequate, and it has been impossible to dis-
play to full advantage the very extensive collections
of rocks, fossils and minerals- in the possession of
the survey and museum. In 1912, the Bell Committee
recommended the transfer of the museum and survey
to a site in South Kensington next to the Natural
‘History Museum, but no action was taken until the
Museums Commission met in 1927. The government
then agreed to the transfer, and the new building was
completed by H.M. Office of Worksin 1933. Ocecupa-
tion by the Geological Survey was, however, delayed
by its utilization as the meeting place of the World
Economice Conference, 1933.

It is now announced that the new Museum of Prac-
tical Geology will be formally opened next July. Ad-
vantage has been taken of this to arrange a joint cele-
bration of the centenary of the Geological Survey
and the opening of the new museum. In the new
museum at South Kensington ample aecommodation
has been provided to display the exhibits in a build-
ing specially designed to meet modern museum re-
quirements. New material has been acquired from
many sourees and the extent and scope of the exhibits
has been enlarged. For the past three or four years,
geologists of the survey and museum have been mainly
engaged in rearranging and bringing up to date the
collections, their normal field work being subordinated
to the needs of the museum. At the back of the mu-
seum new offices have been provided for the Geologieal
Survey, together with modern laboratories for the
prosecution of petrological and mineralogical re-
search. Enlarged accommodation has been provided
for the library and collection of maps which, as in
the past, will be available for consultation by the
publie. The museumn is to be opened by the Duke of

York on.July 3. On July 4 there will be a morning-

reception of delegates to the centenary, followed by
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an address by the director of the survey on the his-
tory and functions of the Geological Survey of Great
Britain. On the evening of July 4 there will be an
evening reception by H.M. Government. Exeursions
to several of the classic areas of British geology follow
immediately after the meetings. It is expected that
a large and representative gathering of geologists
from all parts of the world will be present for the
celebration.

INVESTIGATION OF WEATHER CONDI-
TIONS IN THE STRATOSPHERE

Prans for continuing the study of weather condi-
tions in the stratosphere by means of sounding bal-
loons equipped with sensitive recording instruments
have been announced by the Division of Meteorology
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The
study will begin soon at Lambert Field Airport in St.
Louis, Mo., where the institute already has earried out
two suceessful investigations of this type.

Chris Harmantas, who will be in charge of field
operations, has left for St. Louis. He took with him
36 sounding balloons. While the time of their release
will depend on weather conditions, it is hoped that
they may be sent up within a short time. B

Each balloon will carry a specially designed instru-
ment, weighing only a few ounces, for automatically
recording temperature, humidity and atmospherie
pressure. The balloons will be only partially inflated
in order that they may expand upon reaching the
rarefied air of the stratosphere. Upon reaching their
limit of expansion they will burst, allowing the in-
struments, which are encased in shock-absorbent
frames, to fall to the earth. Each will earry an iden-
tification label offering a reward for its safe return to
Professor C.-G. A. Rossby, director of the division.

Following the balloon flight last November, 29 of
the 35 bags released were found and returned by resi-
‘dents within a radius of 100 miles around St. Louis.
In view of the more favorable season, institute meteor-
ologists hope to recover an even greater number in the
forthcoming tests.

‘While the data obtained in the previous investiga-
tions are still being studied, several interesting obser-
vations have been made concerning the nature of the
stratosphere, that layer of the atmosphere where tem-

_perature no longer decreases with height. At the base
of the stratosphere over St. Louis last November, ex-
traordinary fluctuations of temperature, ranging from
36 degrees below zero Fahrenheit to 78 degrees below,
were recorded. The base of the stratosphere itself was
found to vary greatly in height, shifting suddenly
from 25,000 to 40,000 feet above the earth. .



