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T H E  GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES IN SCIENCE1 
By Dr. KARL T. COMPTON 

PRESIDENT OF THE MASSACHUSETPS INSTTTUTE OF ~ C H N O L O G Y  

THE range of opportunity in  science i n  this coun- 
t ry  isso great and the extent to which the government 
should undertake responsibility in this field involves 
such complex considerations that it  is perhaps rash to 
undertake a discussion of the problem. Nevertheless, 
the problem is a s  important as  it is complex and 
events of the last two years have conspired to focus 
on it the attention of several organized groups of sci- 
entists with the result that some aspects a t  least of 
the problem have been somewhat clarified. I will at- 
tempt, therefore, to give a brief sketch of the problem 
of the government's present responsibilities in  science, 
together with some suggestions a s  to ways i n  which 
these responsibilities may profitably be extended as 
they have been developed through discussions in  the 
Science Advisory Board and in conferences with 
many other agencies and individuals. 

1 Address given on March 16 at  the initiation banquet 
of the Yale Chapter of Sigma Xi. 

My own contact with this study dated from a 
radiogram from my assistant, received in the summer 
of 1933 while on the boat from Boston to Bangor, 
stating: "Word received that you have been appointed 
chairman of committee to reorganize Federal Govern- 
ment." Realizing that  there was some major mis-
understanding, I was naturally interested to learn 
what had really happened and found i n  the paper 
on the following day that the President had appointed 
a Science Advisory Board of scientists and engineers 
with authority '(to appoint committees to deal with 
specific problems i n  the various departments." 

This board now consists of fifteen men, including: 
Dr. Campbell, president of the National Academy of 
Soiences; Dr. Bowman, chairman of the National Re- 
search Council; Dr. Dunn, president of the J. G. White 
Engineering Corporation; Dr. Jewett, president of the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories; Dr. Kettering, president 
of the General Motors Research Corporation; Dr. 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


an important new text 
in elementary geology 

INTRODUCTION 


GEOLOGY 

By E. B. BRANSON 

Professor of Geology and PaZeontology, University of Missouri 

and W. A. TARR 
Professor of Geology and Mineralogy, University of Xissouri 

463 pages, 6 x 9, illustrated. $3.75 

I N  this7elementary text the authors lay particular emphasis upon basic principles 
and geological reasoning rather than technical data. T h e  book gives a broad sur- 

vey of the fundamentals of both physical and historical geology in a simple, logical 
presentation which the beginning student can easily understand. Throughout, 
mere memorization of terms is avoided. T h e  arrangement of material differs from 
that ordinarily followed, since the authors seek to develop the sequence of events 
in the study of the earth and its materials according to their origin. T h e  text 
makes clear the positive relationship between the different geologic processes and the 
organization of the earth materials, thus fitting the whole into a connected story of 
the earth. T h e  treatment of historical geology attempts to give, without techni- 
calities, a clear understanding and appreciation of the subject. Although the book 
is unusually concise, it adequately covers all the essentials. 

Send for a copy on approval 

McGRAW- HILL BOOK COMPANY, INC. 
330 West 42nd Street, New York Aldwych House, London, W.C.2 


