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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR
OF THE FIELD MUSEUM OF NATURAL
HISTORY

TaE annual report of Stephen C. Simms, director
of the Field Museum of Natural History, has been
issued. The continued financial difficulties which con-
front the museum as a result of depression are empha-
sized in Mr. Simms’s introductory remarks to a de-
geription of the work carried out in 1934. He writes:

The budget adopted was again substantially reduced,
and no expeditions or purchases of collections were pro-
vided for except where made possible by contributions
for specific new research during the year. As antiei-
pated, income from endowments and tax collections was
less than in 1933; income from contributions was very
much smaller; and, while the downward trend in income
from memberships was greatly retarded, there was mnever-
theless a reduction of receipts from that source. Reve-
nues from admissions and sundry receipts, which in 1933
were far above average, decreased in 1934 as a natural
result of the smaller number of visitors, especially those
from out of town, to the Century of Progress exposition
in its second year. By rigid economies the museum
succeeded in keeping actual expenditures well within
budget - appropriations and was enabled without redue-
tion in salaries or personnel to cover its essential operat-
ing expenses, and to reduce notes payable caused by
previous years’ deficits from $105,000 to $95,000.

Donations of funds received by the museum in
1934 include gifts from Marshall Field, of New York
and Chieago, of $26,140; from Mrs. Oscar Straus, of
New York, of $11,105, and from Mrs. James Nelson
Raymond, Chicago, of $4,000. A bequest of $100,000,
subject to the life interest of Frederick R. Babeock, is
provided in the will of the late Mrs. Abby K. Bab-
cock. Income of $2,500 was received from a bequest
of the late Mrs. Augusta N. Rosenwald. Large
amounts of material for addition to the exhibition and
reference collections, and for the library, were re-
ceived from friends of the museum.

On the museum’s attendance in 1934, Mr. Simms
reports in part as follows:

Insofar as those activities directly connected with serv-
ing the public are comcerned, the museum, despite the
severe economies which had to be instituted, managed to
maintain its customary standards. The number of visi-
tors at the museum was 1,991,469, which, while it rep-
resents a large decline from the attendance of 3,269,390
recorded in 1933, was nevertheless the second highest
year’s attendance in the history of the institution. The
decline from the 1933 peak was a natural and expected
consequence of the smaller attendance experienced by
A Century of Progress.

Taking into consideration extra-mural activities, the
museum’s educational influence was carried directly to a
total of more than 2,650,000 persons during 1934. This
figure includes the visitors received in the building itself,

together with approximately 662,000 persons (chiefly
children) reached by the outside work conducted by the
ingtitution through the James Nelson and Anna Louise
Raymond Foundation for Public School and Children’s
Lectures, and the Department of the N. W. Harris Public
School Extension. Only 99,553 persons, or approxi-
mately § per cent. of the total attendance, paid the 25-
cent admission fee.

Lectures in the schools and motion picture programs
at the museum, provided by the Raymond Founda-
tion, reached 213,579 children. The traveling natural
history exhibits of the Harris Extension were circu-
lated to more than 400 schools where approximately
500,000 children saw them daily.

The report contains detailed accounts of the many
new exhibits added during the year, of research con-
ducted by the departments of anthropology, botany,
geology and zoology, of the several expeditions which
were made possible by special contributions and .of
all other activities of the museum. '

SOIL EROSION CONTROL

To unify all soil erosion control activities of the
federal government, Secretary of Agriculture Henry
A. Wallace has issued an order establishing a separate
soil erosion unit in the Department of Agriculture.
Under Secretary R. G. Tugwell has undertaken the
task of consolidating the various departmental units
working in this field. The base of the new organiza-
tion will be the Soil Erosion Service, which has just
been transferred to the Department of Agriculture
from the Department of the Interior; this transfer
was authorized by the Public Works Board at the
request of the President.

All investigational, service and control projects on
erosion, heretofore under the supervision of the Bu-
reaus of Chemistry and Soils, Agricultural Engineer-
ing and Plant Industry and the supervision of CCC
erosion-control work now under direction of the For-
est Service, were transferred on April 1 to the new
unit.

H. H. Bennett will head the consolidated activities.
Mr. Bennett has been in charge of the Soil Erosion
Service since it was organized, and previously was in
charge of soil erosion investigations of the Bureau of
Chemistry and Soils.

Research into the soil, plant and engineering aspects
of the cause and methods of controlling erosion will
continue to be conducted at ten field stations. Using
the facts developed by this research, large-scale dem-
onstrations will be continued in various parts of the
country.

The recent dust storms, as well as the severe dust
storm of May, 1934, forcibly called the attention of
city and country people to the seriousness of wind



