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PHARMACY'S UNFINISHED TASKS1 
By Dr. ROBERT P.FISCHELIS 

PRESIDENT O F  THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION 

THE preparation, standardization and dispensing 
of drugs and medicines constitute a n  activity which 
is indispensable to good medical care. How, where 
and under what conditions this professional activity 
can be carried on with greatest benefit to all concerned 
is  a question that has been agitating many minds ever 
since the use of drugs in  the treatment and prevention 
of disease became a part  of the practice of medicine. 
I t  is not necessary to justify the existence of a sepa- 
rate group of practitioners to whom has been as-
signed the function of compounding and dispensing 
medicines. Pharmacists have made a n  important place 
for  themselves among those engaged in providing good 
medical care to  the people of all nations. The evi- 
dence of a changing attitude on the par t  of the pub- 
lic toward the organization of medical services, how- 

l Part  of ail address delivered a t  the Third Annual 
Pharmaceutical Conference of the College of Pharmacy
of the University of Michigan. 

ever, makes it advisable to examine, from time to time, 
our  existing methods of furnishing pharmaceutical 
service and the systems by which such service is  con- 
trolled. 

The practice of medicine has been subjected recently 
to some searching inquiries on the par t  of profes-
sional and lay groups who are interested in  providing 
medical care f o r  all the people in  fullest measure a t  a 
price they can pay. These inquiries have naturally 
included studies of pharmaceutical practice, and some 
interesting facts have been developed which should 
not be lost upon those most interested in the future 
welfare of the profession of pharmacy. 

When we speak of pharmacists we do not neoes-
sarily limit ourselves to persons operating retail drug 
stores. As a matter of fact, a great deal of the prac- 
tise of professional pharmacy is  carried on to-day i n  
places f a r  removed from the corner drug store. The 
manufacturing function of? the pharmacist, especially 



New publications in the Jield of science 

A TEXTBOOK OF 

GENERAL BOTANY 
By 8.M. Smith, Stanford University; and J. B. 
Overton, E. M. Gilbert, R. H. Denniston, &. S. 
Bryan, and C. E. Allen, University o f  Wisconsin 

A new and completely, revised edition of the "Wis-
consin Botany." I n  revising this text, suggestions 
from users all over the country have been consid-
ered. A great part of the material has been re-
written and much new material added. While the 
general plan of the book has been retained, some 
changes in division and arrangement of material 
have been made to make the book more readily 
adaptable to courses of different lengths. Sum-
maries have been added to most of the chapters. 
Nomenclature has been Latinized throughout to 
conform to standard usage. 

T o  be published Apri l  2nd I 
Probable price, $3.75 

I 

LABORATORY MANUAL IN .I 
GENERAL BOTANY I 

By Emma L. Fisk,. University of 
Wisconsin, and Ruth M. Addoms, 
Dgke University 

The revision of this manual follows 
that of the TEXTBOOK. Every 
care has been taken to make i t  
usable in various courses. The ma-
terial is so presented that it may 
conveniently be used for the full 
year's course, for the one-semester 
course, or for two quarters. There 
is considerable new material-not-
ably on soils, water relations, types 
of foods, the algae, and on the gen-
eral survey of the plant kingdom. 

To be published in Apri l  

Proba.ble price, $1.00 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE 
DISSECTION OF THE CAT 

By Robert Payne Bigelow, Massa-
chusetts Institute o f  Technology 

Entirely revised, rewritten, and rear-
ranged for greater convenience and effec-
tiveness. The new arrangement now 
makes possible a complete dissection on 
only one specimen. Directions for pro-
cedure have been largely rewritten, clari-
fied, and expanded where necessary to 
make them absolutely clear to the stu-
dent. xew material has been added on 
muscles. Illust~ationshave been added 
to aid in particularly difficult parts of 
the dissection. An exceptionally com-
plete, up-to-date referenfiMst is given. 

GENERAL GEOLOGY 
By Mark H. Seorist, Johns Hopkins 
University 

This new manual covers both historical and physical geology. 
Both text and exercise material have been developed to work 
hand in hand with any standard textbook for the course in 
general geology. The maps, illustrations, and diagrams are 
particularly excellent. Topographic and geologic maps of 
the U.S.G.X. are used. Line drawings and diagrams are 
closely related to the text and permit easy labelling. Dia-
grammatic drawings of fossils are exceptionally clear and 
helpful. Material on block diagrams is included. There is 
a more detailed and systematic study of fossil plants and 
animals than is usual. The tables are another special fea-
ture of the book. They are unusually simple and accurate. 
A table giving the divisions of geologic time is included. 

Published Jlarch 19th  I To be pzcblished i'March 26th I 
Price, $0.90 Probable price, $1.75 
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