
requisite for the development of an institution of the 
kind proposed, and his success in little more than thirty- 
three years in placing The New York Botanical Garden 
in the forefront of similar establishments fully justified 
the wisdom of the choice. I t  is doubtful if any one else 
could have been found who would or could have attained 
similar eminent success in the existing circumstances. 
The New York Botanical Garden is, in a very real sense, 
a living monument to Nathaniel Lord Britton. Possibly 
his printed pages may endure even longer. 

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and resolution 
be entered on the official minutes of the Board of Man- 
agers and that copies thereof be sent to the surviving 
brother and sister of Doctor Britton, with assurances of 
profound sympathy in their bereavement. 

The Council of the New York Academy of Sciences 
desires to place on record the following minute in  
regard to  Nathaniel Lord Britton, whose death 
occurred on June 25, 1934: 

Dr. Nathaniel Lord Britton was one of the oldest 
and most active members of the New York Academy 
of Sciences, having been elected to membership in  
1880, a t  the early age of 21  years, and becoming 
fellow in 1884, patron in 1901, president in  1906 and 
1907 and benefactor in  1918. I n  December, 1890, he 
proposed to the council a plan for  the alliance of the 
numerous special scientific societies that had grown 
up  in New York, and a few months later the Scien- 
tific Alliance of New York was fully organized. Six-
teen years later the component societies of the alliance 
were affiliated with the academy. I n  spite of his 
absorbing duties f o r  thirty-three years as the first 
director-in-chief of The New York Botanical Garden 
and his tireless activities a s  author of many volumi- 
nous works on botanical science, he always maintained 
a keen interest in  the work of the academy and gave 
freely of his time and means to its support. I n  
December, 1915, he suggested to the council the cele- 
bration, in  1917, of the one hundredth anniversary 
of the founding of the Lyceum of Natural History, 
.the forerunner of the academy. Owing to the involve- 
ment of the United States in  the world war, the ambi- 
t iom plan f o r  such a celebration was modified and 
partly abandoned, but there remained a Centennial 
Fund  f o r  the endowment of the academy, to which 
fund he was the largest contributor. I n  1913, largely 
under the leadership of Dr. Britton, a proposition f o r  
a scientific survey of Porto Rico was approved by the 
council and a special committee of five, with himself 
as  chairman, was appointed to  organize and develop 
the project. The scope of this survey was later ex- 
tended to include the Virgin Islands. A t  the time of 
his death, five of the contemplated eighteen volumes 
of the reports of the scientific survey, together with 
eighteen parts  of uncompleted volumes, had appeared. 
Nothing comparable has ever been published f o r  any 

other of the West Indian Islands. The cost of the 
publication of the botanical volumes of these reports 
was underwritten by Dr. Britton himself. His per-
sonal popularity in  political and educational circles 
on the island was in a large measure responsible f o r  
generous appropriations by the Government of Porto 
Rico f o r  defraying the costs of other volumes. 

I n  his last will and testament, Dr. Britton gave 
final proof of his devotion to the work of the academy 
by bequeathing to it, without conditions, a one twelfth 
share in his residuary estate. 

I n  grateful recognition of the loyalty of Dr. Britton 
to the New York Academy of Sciences, the council 
adopts the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That in the passing of Doctor Nathaniel 
Lord Britton, the New York Academy of Sciences has 
lost one of its most eminent members and one whose 
constructive leadership will be greatly missed, even 
though his foresight and devotion have assured that his 
generous support of scientific research and publication 
will long continue. And 

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and these reso- 
lutions be spread upon the minutes of the Council and 
that copies thereof be sent to the surviving sister and 
brother, with assurances of the deep sympathy of the 
Council in their bereavement. 

RECENT DEATHS 

GEORGEANSONHAMILTON,
of New Jersey, a n  hon- 

orary and charter member of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers and a retired consulting engi- 
neer of the Western Electric Company of New York, 
died on January 10, a t  the age of ninety-one years. 

EDWARDC. HOLTON, chief chemist fo r  the Sherwin- 
Williams Paint Company, died on November 30, a t  
the age of sixty-nine years. 

DR. ROBERT C. BURDETTE, associate entomologist fo r  
the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station a t  
Rutgers University, a member of the station's staff 
since 1928, died on January 6, a t  the age of thirty-six 
years. 

DR. FREDERICK DIXEY, formerly bursar AUGUSTUS 
and lecturer of Wadham College, Oxford, and curator 
of the I-Iope entomological collections, died on Janu- 
ary 17, a t  the age of eighty years. 

PROFESSOR the assistant director of GRBNDCLAUDE, 
the Cancer Clinic of the Northern Departments a t  
Lille, died of blood poisoning contracted in his hos- 
pital work on December 26, a t  the age of forty-three 
years. 

PROFESSORCHIYOMATSUISHIKAWA,honorary pro- 
fessor of zoology a t  the Tokyo Imperial University, 
died a t  the age of seventy-four years on January 17, 
in  Taihoku, Formosa, Japan.  


