
SCIENCE 

VOL. 81 JANUARY No. 2090FRIDAY, 18, 1935  

The  American Association for the Advancement o f  
Science : 

The Social Sciences and National Plamning: PRO-
FESSOR WESLEY C. MITCHELL 

Scientific Events : 
The Agricultural Problems of Mexico; The  Lind- 
bergh Collection of Spores i n  Arctic Areas; Grants 
in Aid of Research Administered by  the National 
Research Council; Annual Meeting of the Metal- 
lurgical Advisory Board; The  Directorship o f  the 

The  Dutch. E l m  Disease i n  Connecticut: DR. G. 
P. CLINTON and F. A. MCCORMICK. The  Belgian 
Natdonal Research Council: A. J. DEMPSTER. 
Oak Trees and the Whi te  Grub Menace: PRO-
FESSOR C. L. FLUKE,JR.,and PAUL 0. RITCHEE. 
The Biology of the Black Widow Spider: Wx. 
L. JELLISOX DR. C. B. PHILIP.A Newand 
South Dakota Meteorite: PROFESSOR C.CLEOPHAS 
O'HARU. Ground Water  and Forest Bel t :  PRESI-
DENT K m  T. COMPTON 

Scientific Books : 
In fant  Behavior: PROFESSORJOHNE. ANDERSON. 
Mathematical Physics: DR. N. I .  ADAMS,JR............. 

Scientific Apparatus and Laboratory Methods: 
Intratracheal Inoculations in the Ra t :  L. JOUR-
DONAIS and DR. W. J. NUNGESTER.The Preserva- 
tion of Cartilage: V. BROCK. Permanent Aceto- 
carmine Preparations: JOHN .............................. 74B. BUCK 

Special Articles: 
The  Similarity between. Fasciations in Plants and 
Tumors i n  Animals and their Genetic Basis: DR. 
DONALDF. JONES.Mottled Enamel of Deciduous 
Teeth: DR. MARGARET SMITH and PRO- CAMXACK 
FESSOR H. V. SNITH. T h e  Disinhibition of Ex-
perimental Extinction im the Wh i t e  Rat :  PROFES-
SOR WALTERS. HUNTER............................................................ 75 

Science News ..................................................................................................... 5 


SCIENCE: A Weekly Journal devoted to the Advance- 
ment of Science, edited by J. MCEEEN CATTELL and pub- 
lished every Friday by 

THE SCIENCE PRESS 
New York City: Grand Central Terminal 

Lancaster, Pa. Garrison, N. Y. 
Annual Subscription, $6.00 Single Copies, 15 Cts. 

THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND NATIONAL PLANNING1 
By Professor WESLEY C. MITCHELL 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

AN impression prevails in  many minds that social 
science has made out a case against national plan- 
ning, a t  least in  economic matters. This impression 
i s  the vestigial remnant of what used to be a vigorous 
belief. English political economy arose a s  a destruc-
tive critique of the national planning done by mercan- 
tilist statesmen and as  a constructive argument f o r  a 
policy of laissex-faire. But since Adam Smith pub- 
lished "The Wealth of Nations" in 1776, economic 
practise and economic theory have been evolving 
rapidly, each acting continuously upon the other. 
Present opinions upon national planning are the out- 
come u p  to date of these historical developments in  
the field of practise and of theory, which I shall sketch 
a s  briefly as I can. 

I 

The aim of mercantilist planning was t o  mobilize 
economic forces f o r  national aggrandizement. The 

country should have a numerous population; the 
common people should be trained in husbandry and 
the crafts, inured to labor and kept from the con-
sumption of luxuries that are  merely pleasant, such 
as sugar and tea. The necesaries of life should be 
produced a t  home as a precaution against foreign 
attack; the mercantile marine should be fostered as an 
auxiliary of tho navy; a n  abundant supply of the 
precious metals is desirable both f o r  home trade and 
as  the sinews of war. To guarantee this supply coun- 
tries that have no mines of gold and silver must see 
that  the balance of trade is "favorable." To that end, 
exports should be encouraged, and imports discour- 
aged, except i n  the case of commodities destined f o r  
resale abroad or of raw materials f o r  domestic manu- 

1 Address as retiring chairman and retiring vice-presi- 
dent of the Section for Social and Economic Sciences, 
American Association for the Advancement o f  Science, 
Pittsburgh, January 1, 1935. 


