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SCIENTIFIC IDEALS1 
By Dr. CHARLES L. REESE 

THIS is the occasion on which your president makes 
his formal adieu to the society, as a whole, and makes 
ready for  his successor, who, according to our custom, 
is already elected and waiting his time to take u p  his 
duties. 

I t  ha.s been my good fortune to serve the society 
in  many capacities, during the last forty years, of 
both major and minor importance, within and without 
the direct activities of the society. 

The object of all scientific work is  the search f o r  
truth, r e q ~ i r i n g  honesty of purpose, the enlargement 
of human knowledge and service fo r  the benefit of 
mankind. These ideals, when properly instilled into 
the student, by the teacher, usually have the effect of 
stimulating honesty of character, which, I am glad to 
say, is characteristic of all scientists in general. 

The search for  truth, through a period of years, 

1 Presidential address delivered before the meeting of 
the Anierican Chemical Society, Cleveland, Ohio, sepiem-
ber 10, 1934. 

fascinates the worker and he learns to love his sub- 
ject, and consequently, he pursues it with ever-in-
creasing vigor. 

U p  to recent years, the chemists, imbued with these 
ideals, preferred to enter the teaching profession, to  
secure the opportunity to  continue fundamental re-
search i n  the search f o r  truth and the advancement of 
our science, to  lead the ideal life, offered only by the 
academic atmosphere, and to follow a career of ser-
vice, not only to  science, but, to the rising generation, 
chemists, as well as man in general. 

There is no more noble profession, in  my mind, 
than that of a teacher, with its marvelous opportuni- 
ties for  character building and training the minds of 
the younger generation. But, in science, research 
must accompany teaching to prevent him from becom- 
ing a mere pedagogue-to keep his own mind from 
being relegated into that of a mere machine and from 
losing touch with the advance in his profession. 
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Three Important New Books 


The Child. His Origin, Development and Care 
By FLORENCE SHERBON, JIcGraw-Hill Euthen- BROWN M.D., University of Kansas. 

ics Xeries. 707 pages, $3.50 


An integrated, logically organized story of the origin, growth, development, and behavior of the 
child. The approach is largely physical, as the chief purpose of the text is to explain, according 
to the latest scientific researches, such practical problems of childhood as food, clothing, occupa- 
tion, play, and companionship. This physical picture of the child is drawn against a background 
of the most recent investigations in child psychology. A feature of the book is the unusually ex- 
tensive bibliography. 

Introduction to Atomic Spectra 
By HARVEY E. WHITE, University of California. International Series i.n Physics. 
450 pages, $5.00 

An outstanding feature of Tntrodzcction to Atomic Spectra is the large number of original diagrams 
and photographs of actual spectra used to illustrate each chapter. The text, which is more com- 
plete and detailed than usual, covers the theoretical aspects of spectroscopy rather than spectro- 
scopic instruments and equipment. After outlining the historical background of spectroscopy, the 
book develops the old and the new quantum theories of one valence electron atoms. The second 
part of the text deals with complex atomic systems of two or more valence electrons and includes 
a brief account of x-ray spectra. 

Principles of Mathematical Physics 
By 'CTTILLIAM V. HOUSTON, Inter.nationa1 Series California Institute of Technology. 

i n  Physics. 268 pages, $3.50 


This book attempts to fill the gap between the elementary courses in physics and the more ad- 
vanced treatises on special subjects. I t  introduces the more powerful methods of treating physical 
problems by applying them to simple cases.. Although the subject matter is confined to classical 
physics, considerable attention is given to those methods which have proved useful in the quantum 
theory. The extensive problems are noteworthy. 

Send for copies on approval 
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