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question of sfiientific film documentation as relating to 
anthropology. This consistts of Professor P. Rivet, 
Paris ; Professor F. Krause, Leipzig ; Professor 
Giuseppe Sergi, Rome; Professor Franls Blom, United 
States; Captain Thomas A. Joyce, of the British 
Museum, and Alan H. Brodrick, who will aot as rap-
porteur and organining secretary. The committee 
stated that the work which they sought to do was of 
prime imsportance and urgency. I n  less khan a gener- 
ation invaluable material would be lost forever. 
Primitive races were dying out everywhere. 

The committee proposed to set before themselves 
three objectives: To secure the establishment of a cen- 
tral film library with corresponding libraries in all the 
principal countries; to save, collate, and compare ex- 
amples of material often hidden in unlikely places, and 
to secure the dispatch of s'pecial expeditions to those 
lands where material was to be obtained, and also to 
endeavor to secure that "amateurs," explorers, colon- 
ists, and others should, if they took films, do ,so in 
such a way as  to be of scienkific value. The com-
mittee were to undertake a t  once ,the preparation of a 
handbook i n  five languages giving instructions on the 
taking of anthmpologioal fdms. 

Speeches emphasizing the importance of anthropo- 
logical and ethnological research, and the value of the 
congress in  enabling representatives of different coun- 
tries to meet, were delivered by  many delegates, in- 
cluding Professor LQvy-Bruhl, Paris ;Professor Sergi, 
Rome; Professor G. G. MscCurdy, United States; 
Professor W. Thal(bitzer, Denmark ; Professor K .  
Stoyhwo, Poland; Professor E. Pittard, Switzerland; 
Professor T. Thomsen and Professor G. Thilenius, 
Hamburg. 

The congress numbered more than a thousand mem- 
bers, and delegates from forty-two different countries 
were present when Lord Onslow delivered his presi- 
dential address a t  the inaugural meeting. 

DATAONTHEDROUGHT 

NEVER before in the weather history of the United 
States has so little rain fallen over so wide a terri-
tory throughout the entire growing sewon as  this 
year, according to J. B. Kincer, of the U. S. Weather 
Bureau. Record-breaking heat has made conditions 
still worse. Other years, notably 1894-1895, 1901, 
1910, 1914, and 1930, were exceedingly dry in  many 
sections, but no year since the bureau, nearly seventy 
years ago, started recording the precipitation day by 
day, has had such generally deficient rainfall in  April, 
May, June  and Ju ly  as 1934. Moreover, most of the 
dry years of the past were preceded by years of ade- 
quate rainfall, whereas the last three or four  years 
have been abnormally dry in many parts of the coun- 
t ry  most seriously affected by drought this year. 

Moisture deficiency in the Central Valley began in 

June, 1933, and in general it  has continued ever since 
with no real relief. The year, June, 1933, t o  May, 
1934, was the driest on record in  Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska and 
the Dakotas. Also, Minnesota, the Dakotas and most 
of the northwest had been exceedingly dry f o r  several 
years before that. The moisture shortage from June, 
1933, to the end of July, 1934, was 17.71 inches, or 
2,000 tons of water f o r  every acre of land, in  Mis- 
souri; 15.09 inches in  Indiana; 13.14 inches in  Iowa;  
12.89 inches in Ohio; 11.29 inches in Nebraska, and 
9.93 inches i n  North Dakota. 

New lows f o r  April-through-July rainfall were set 
this year in nine western states: Nebraska, with 45 
per cent. of its normal rainfall fo r  the period; Mis- 
souri, with 47 per cent.; Utah, with 5 1  per cent.; 
North Dakota, with 52 per cent.; Oklahoma, with 55 
per cent.; South Dakota, with 57 per cent.; Kansas, 
with 58 per cent.; Michigan, with 58 per cent., and 
Colorado, with 60 per cent. Past  lows f o r  the same 
period in the same states were: Nebraska, 58 per cent. 
in 1894; Missouri, 49 per cent. in 1901; Utah, 54  per  
cent. in  1897; North Dakota, 54  per cent. in  1900; 
Oklahoma, 67 per cent. in  1910 ; South Dakota, 58 per 
cent. in 1931; Kansas, 62 per cent. i n  1913; Michigan, 
61 per cent. in  1895, and Colorado, 67 per cent. in 
1924. 

Normal and above normal rainfall fo r  January 
through Ju ly  this year was recorded in only the fol- 
lowing states : Florida, with 126 per cent. ; Georgia, 
with 101 per cent.; New England, with 104 per cent.; 
North Carolina, with 105 per  cent., and Virginia, with 
101 per cent. Four  other states-Alabama, with 99 
per cent., South Carolina, with 97 per cent., and 
Maryland and Delaware, with 96 per cent.-lacked 
but little of having normal rainfall. 

The scanty snowfall in  the western mountains last 
winter has aggravated drought conditions in those 
seotions by cutting down the irrigation water supply. 
The seasonal snowfall i n  California was less than half 
of normal and in Colorado it  was about half normal. 
Wyoming's snowfall was about one third the fall  of 
the preceding year. I n  New Mexico a t  the end of 
March nothing remained but drifts on northern slopes 
a t  higher elevations in  the northern part  of the state. 

The situation bas been even more seriously aggra- 
vated by the extremely high temperatures accompany- 
ing the lack of rain. Nothing remotely approaching 
the severity of this combination appears in the annals 
of the Weather Bureau. The drought and heat of the 
growing season will not necessasily affect the crops of 
1935, according to Mr. Kincer. Although no amount 
of rain can now help most 1934 crops in the drought 
area, good fall  rains and abundant snows this winter 
could restore the soil moisture needed for  new seed- 
ings, both this fall  and next spring. 


