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A GENERATION'S PROGRESS IN T H E  STUDY 

O F  EVO LUTION1 


By Professor EDWIN G. CONKLIN 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

THE Penrose Memorial Lecture is not intended to 
be primarily o r  chiefly a personal memorial of our 
munificent benefactor. Such a memorial address was 
given last year by Professor Waldemar Lindgren, of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and al-
though i t  was my good fortune to have known Dr. 
Penrose f o r  many years and to have been officially 
associated with him both in  this society and in the 
Academy of Natural Sciences, I could add little to 
Professor Lindgren's admirable address. Dr. Penrose 
was preeminently a gentleman and a scholar. H e  was 
a man of dignified modesty, transparent honesty and 
sincere devotion to genuine science and learning. The 

1 Penrose Memorial Lecture, before the American Phil- 
osophical Society, Philadelphia, April 20, 1934. 

form of memorial which he would have most prized 
was one making for  the promotion of science rather 
than f o r  personal praise o r  vain show. I n  the lan- 
guage of Professor Lindgren's address of last year, he 
said in  substance in  making his bequest: '(Here is the 
money, take it and use it wisely and well. There 
are many things I would have liked to do, but could 
not; life was too short. You try to accomplish them! 
Carry on !" 

This the American Philosophical Society is trying 
to do, chiefly through i ts  grants in  aid of research, 
its publications, library and meetings. Of the grants 
made during the past year from the income of the 
Penrose Fund  six were in  fields in which he was 
especially interested, while all of them, we believe, 
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H E R E  is a book that brings together the results of recent scientific 
research in the fields of astronomy, geology, meteorology, and 

radio engineering in an attempt to synthesize them into a new branch 
of Science-cosmecohgy-the study of the earth and its cosmic environ- 

T h e  book shows what may be learned about the earth's crust 
from the motions of the stars; what part the atmosphere plays when 
viewed on the planetary scale; how the march of the solar cycle has 
already been traced thousands of years in the tree rings of great forests; 
how there are indications of a close correspondence between the in- 
tensity of radio reception and sun-spots. 

Professor Stetson vividly portrays the relationship between man 
and his cosmic environment. W e  suggest that, as a new venture in 
earth science, Earth, Radio and the Stars should prove exceptionally 
valuable in physical science courses. 
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