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of as belonging to the upper part of the lower shales
of the Gettysburg.

Last summer Mr. P. L. Killeen eollected and turned
over to the writer a track from gray shale outerop-
ping about one mile north-northwest of Table Rock,
which is six miles north of Gettysburg. This example
is thought to belong near the middle of the Heidlers-
burg member of the Gettysburg formation. The speci-
men (a single track) is rather poorly preserved, but
from its size, proportions and digital pattern it is
assigned to the genus Amchisauripus. It is smaller
than A. silliman: (E. Hiteheoek) found at Yocum-
town, but a specific determination can not be made
with any degree of certainty.

Early in April of the present year the Pennsylvania
Department of Highways exploded five tons of dyna-
mite while widening U. S. Highway 111 about two
miles south of New Cumberland, Cumberland County,
where the road rises southward from the lowlands
adjacent to Yellow Breeches Creek and enters the
more rugged topography of the Triassic belt. This
blast shot down large amounts of rock from the
uppermost Triassic beds across a section between 300
and 400 feet thick. The succession is a highly varied
lithologic series. Considerable amounts of red shale
and sandstone are present, but there is also a large
proportion of very hard, gray to greenish sandstone.
Thick strata of coarse conglomerate (fanglomerate)
are interbedded with the finer clastics. Ripple marks,
mud cracks and raindrop imprints are common in
the shales, and rippled sandstone surfaces are not
rare. Such a series implies shifting distributary
streams, spreading fans, rapidly changing loeal con-
ditions. The region probably supported little life,
and preservation of any records of such would be
quite fortuitous.

Occasional impressions of fragments of plant stems
are distributed throughout all the sediments, but
chiefly in the red beds. In a thin slab of dark red,
finely arenaceous shale, broken out from near the
middle of the section a single dinosaur track was dis-
covered by the writer. Its rarity is evident, for it is
the only one found in the section. The slab carries
mud ecracks, rain prints and possible plant stem im-
pressions. The track is of the same genus as that
from the Gettysburg region, but its better preserva-
tion assigns it with reasonable certainty to Anchi-
sauripus sillimani (B. Hiteheoek), whieh is the larger
of the two species of tracks found at the Yocumtown
locality.

From these observations it is seen that the genus
Anchisauripus lived in Pennsylvania through middle
and late Newark time. The Yocumtown tracks are
probably the oldest; the Table Rock specimen nearly
as old; and the foot track from the road cut south
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of New Cumberland the youngest. Secarcity of tracks
and poor preservation make additional data most
desirable.

BrADFORD WILLARD
PENNSYLVANIA TOPOGRAPHIC AND
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A SOURCE OF BOTANICAL MISINFOR-
MATION

THERE has recently been published, under the title
“Pioneering with Wild Flowers,” a book purporting
to furnish information as to native plants and their
cultivation. Written in an interesting style and well
illustrated, it will probably be widely cireulated, and
many people are likely to consider the data in it
authoritative. It contains, however, a number of mis-
takes which should be brought to the attention of
scientists generally, so that they can warn their
friends who may have purchased the book.

Some of the errors are merely ludicrous, as for
instance where a well-known native plant is desig-
nated Aster “linnacafolia”’—the Linnaeus-leaved aster.
Again, Trillium luteum is renamed T. “flavum” for
the naive reason that it “does not seem to be classified
by our botanists.” Misspelling, misidentification of
species and mislabelling of cuts are frequent.

However, the primary purpose of this note is to
call attention to certain potentially dangerous state-
ments. Several plants which only experts can culti-
vate successfully, such as the orechid Arethusa and
the birdsfoot violet, are repeatedly stated or implied
to be easy to grow. This will of course aid in the
sale of these plants by dealers, but will also result
in an inereased destruction of these rapidly vanishing
species, and must be opposed by every conservationist.
On the other hand, certain undesirable plants are
recommended ; thus, one of the most virulently weedy
species of Hieracium known is misidentified as Senecio
aureus and praised as a garden plant. All that need
be said is that any one who plants it in their wild-
flower garden will regret doing so ever after.

Finally, there is even danger to human life in an
error made on page 77, where Veratrum viride is eon-
fused with Phytolacca decandra, with the remark that
“the roots are supposed to be poisonous, but I under-
stand that the young shoots are eaten as greens.”
Actually, there are on record a number of cases of
fatal poisoning of people by shoots of Veratrum,
mistaken for edible greens, and it is included among
the 30 most poisonous plants of the United States
by Chesnut (U.S. D. A. Farmers’ Bulletin 86.) The
public should centainly be advised to beware of such
books written by pioneers instead of by experts.
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