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RECENT TRENDS I N  T H E  HUMANITIES' 
By Dr. WALDO G. LELAND 

AMEILICAN COUNCTL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 

I 

WE may, if we like, think of all knowledge as  as- 
suming the form of a triangle, of which one apex is 
occupied by the naitural and physical sciences, another 
by the social sciences and the third by the humanities. 
The natural and physical sciences deal with man's 
environment, the most remote as well as  the most 
immediate; the social sciences with man in his associa- 
tions with other men; while the humanities concern 
themselves with the manifestations of his spiritual 
existence. 

The figure of the triangle is convenient in  that  it 
emphasizes the close union of all three fields of study, 
between which no definite boundaries can be drawn. 
The natural sciences are  complemented by the humani- 
ties, and the latter find their extension in the social 

1 Address of the retiring vice-president and chairman 
of Section L-Historical and Philological Sciences, 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Boston, December, 1933. 

sciences, which must depend upon them, as  well as  
upon the natural and physical sciences, f o r  fundamen- 
tal data. F o r  the humanities man is inseparable from 
his physical environment and from his associations. 
Not even by ascending into the stratosphere can he 
escape from either. 

The task of the humanities is to  recover all that 
may be recovered of 'the spiritual experience of man- 
kind, throughout the ages of human history and 
throughout the enltire scene of human activity, and to 
interpret this expel4ence for  the enrichment of life 
as  it must be lived in the present. 

The data of the humanities are all the manifesta- 
tions of *he spiritual life of man, expressed in spoken 
or written language, o r  in  artistic, musical or other 
action. Their methods are historical and descriptive; 
whether they are  true sciences or whether they a re  
something less and at the same time something more 
does not greatly matter, ~ h ~ i ~validity depends 
the selection, critical study and appraisal of their 
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Tlle following partial adoption list is representative of the colleges and universities which have 
adopted Wolcott's A~zinzal Biology: 

Five features of the book have received particularly favorable comment: 

1. 	 Breadth of treatment. The text covers the whole field of zoology, combining the approach 
of the "types" course with that of the "principles" course. Thus, the book gives the full 
portrayal of certain processes or principles rather than the selection of a "typical" example, 
in such a way that each variation receives its due share of attention without obscuring the 
whole. In  this manner the student is acquainted with what may be termed points of attach- 
ment to which the advanced courses may be articulated. 

2 .  	Balance. All topics are adequately treated, yet none receives undue emphasis. There is no 
maze of obscuring detail. I n  this regard the handling of vertebrates is especially noteworthy. 

3 .  	Logical arrangement. The material is carefully organized in logical, systematic sequence, 
lending itself admirably to class assignments. In  addition, the material is divided into short 
chapters, so that the presentation may be easily changed or parts omitted without loss of 
continuity. 

4 .  	Excellent illustrations. The book contains a wealth of unusual illustrations, including a large 
number not previously published. Full names, rather than symbols, are used. 

5. 	 Helpful glossary. The glossary gives words diacritically marked for proper pronunciation. 
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