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SCIENCE 

age from lightning than one inflated with norl-inflam- major sections: The eastern section, including a part  
mable helium, provided it  is properly '(caged" with of forest area 7; the intermountain section, including 
electrically conducting metal framework. I n  the air- par ts  of forest areas 1,2, 3 and 4; and the western 
ship the protection is greater the closer the meshes section, including selected forests in area 5.  
of the metallic framework, the wire bracing and the Four  survey parties will be placed in the field in  the 
wire netting enclosing the gas bags, and particularly eastern section. One will operate i n  the Pisgah Na- 
the more highly electrically conducting the surface of tional Forest, parts of the Great Smoky National 
the outer envelope. Park, and a portion of the Nantahala National Forest, 

A number of reports of damage by lightning to air- where work will be undertaken about Rlarch 1 5 ;  one 
planes are reviewed. I t  was generally agreed that in  the George Washington and Monongahela National 
"It is possible, without serious complication, to render porests and a of the shenandoah ~ ~ t i ~ ~ 
a n  airplane practically immune to serious danger Park; one in  the White Mountain National Forest and 
either to the airplane or to the occupants." adjacent regions in  New Hampshire, and one in the 

Though neither airplanes nor airships are in  serious G~~~~~~~~~~i~~~~~~~~lF~~~~~ F ~ ~ -and the Battell 
danger lightning, it is important that every est and adjacent regions in Vermont. Work in the 
effort be made to avoid thunderstorms. The violent latter areas can not begin before April or May owing
winds during thunderstorms, rather than the light- to climatic conditions. 
ning, are the cause of destruction. I n  the intermountain region one party will work in 

STREAM SURVEYS IN THE NATIONAL Glacier National Park, completing the surveys that 

PARKS BY THE U. S. BUREAU OF have already been undertaken in the past. One will 
FISHERIES be assigned to eaeh of the seven Intermountain States, 

THE program of stream surveys in  the national including Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, Utah, colorado, 

parks and forests to be conducted by the Bureau of Arizona and New In each case One Or 


by the public works ~ d -  national forests will be surveyed as  fully as  possible 
~ i ~ on hfunds ~ i ~~ ~ 

ministration is rapidly nearingcompletion. onjanu-during the limited working season of midsummer. 


ary g g a conference of the administrative and I n  the western section three survey parties will be 


supervisory personnel was held in  Washington, D. C., engaged i n  studying the waters of the Yosernite Na- 


f o r  the consideration of details of this organization. tional P a r k  and the Stanislaus, ~ a h o e ,  s la math and 

s l id^^ the administrative officers of the bureau, the Trinity National Forests in  California. Weather con- 


who will ditions will not permit effective work in these high conference was attended by D ~ .H. s. ~ ~ ~ i ~ , 
have general teahnical supervision of the investiga- areas until late in the spring. 


tions, and by Dr. A. S. Hazzard, Dr. P. R. Needham I n  "111 15 ~ a r t i wwill be placed in the field varying 


and D ~ .E~~~~~surber, all of the regular scientific from 4 to 7 in number, including a skilled biologist in  


staff. charge of the party;  2 to 4 assistant biologists and 1 


~h~ purpose of this survey is to formulate a sound or 2 unskilled assistants to assist i n  maintaining and 


scientific stocking and improvement program for the moving the camps, caring for  pack horses, trucks and 

85 Persons will be 
most heavily fished waters of the national forests, equipment. In all a ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ a t e l ~  


based on an actual assessment of the physical and bio- employed for  periods varying from 3 to 8 months. 


logical characters of the streams and lakes within the 

areas studied. The improved program of planting re- THE NEW YORK STATE PLANNING BOARD 


sulting from such a survey will effect material econo- FUNDS been a t  disposal the
have placed the of 

mies by coordinating the activities of the Federal and National Planning Board by the Federal Emergency 

State Governments engaged in stocking public waters, Administration f o r  Public Works f o r  the employ-

and i n  addition recommendations will be offered to the ment of qualified experts to  further the development 

Forest Service fo r  the more effective improvement of of planning on a state-wide basis. As a condition of 

stream conditions, utilizing the services of the emer- providing a technical adviser without expense, i t  is  

gency conservation workers. Owing to the limitation stipulated that state planning boards shall be ap- 

of trained personnel, however, recommendations fo r  pointed. The boards will work in cooperation with 

stream improvement will be offered only in  the par- the National Planning Board as  par t  of the Federal 

ticular forest areas that can be surveyed by the various Recovery program. The Public Works Administra- 

bureau parties in  the field. Since there are  upward of tion will defray expenses f o r  salaries and f o r  ad- 

120 national forests, these recommendations fo r  im- ministrative work for  six months. 

provement will cover but a very small portion of the Robert Whitten has been appointed expert director 

national forest areas. of the New York State Board, and Dr. A. R. Mann, 


The survey program will be organized in three provost of Cornell University, has been named chair- 



man of the board. Other members are Colonel Fred- 
erick Stuart Greene, state superintendent of public 
works; Lithgow Osborne, state conservation commis- 
sioner; Henry F. Lutz, director of state parks and 
secretary of the State Council of Parks; Mrs. George 
M. Tyler, president of the State Federation of Home 
Bureaus; George McAneny, president of the New 
York City Regional Planning Association, and Miss 
Theodosia Burr, a member of the Dutchess County 
Planning Commission. 

I n  a statement made public by Governor Lehman he 
says that i t  will be the function of the State Planning 
Boards to correlate the findings of the several depart- 

ments, to gather such supplementary information as 
may prove useful and from the whole to formulate 
a broad plan of development for  each state. This 
will include a determination of the usefulness of the 
principal regions within a state for  agricultural, 
recreational, forest, watersheds, industrial, urban or 
other purposes and a study of the transportation 
facilities existing or required to survey these areas. 
I t  is planned that in New York State a preliminary 
survey and study include the various proposed public 
works projects and other related projects, both public 
and private, with a view to the possible development 
of a long-range program of public works. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND 

THE formal presentation of the William H. Nichols 

Medal of the New York Section of the American 
Chemical Society was made to Dr. Henry C. Sherman, 
Mitchill professor of chemistry at Columbia Univer- 
sity, on March 9 at  the Chemists' Club, New York 
City, by Professor Victor K. LaMer, of Columbia 
University, chairman of the jury of award. The 
award was made to Dr. Sherman in recognition of his 
work on vitamins. Dr. John M. TVeiss, chairman of 
the section, presided. The speakers were Dr. Lafay- 
eMe B. Mendel, Sterling professor of physiological 
chemistry a t  Yale University, and Dr. C. A. Browne, 
of the Bureau of Chenlistry and Soils, U. S.Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Dr. Sherman spoke on the bene- 
fits of concentrating vitamins in foods. 

A DINNER in honor of the seventy-fifth birthday of 
Dr. F. H. Herrick, professor emeritus of biology, was 
held recently at  the Cleveland Club by the department 
of biology of Western Reserve University, of which 
Dr. Herrick was a member for forty-five years. 

DR. IRVING associate director of the Re- LANGMUIR, 
search Laboratory of the General Electric Company, 
has been appointed for  the academic year honorary 
chancellor of Union College, Scheneetady, New York. 
Dr. Langmuir will deliver the principal address at  the 
one hundred and thirty-eighth annual commenwment 
exercises of the college on June 11. 

DR. FRANK vice-president of the Amer- B. JETVETT, 
ican Telephone and Telegraph Company and presi- 
dent of the Bell Telephone Laboratories, has been 
elected to life membership on the corporation of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Dr. Jewett 
had previously served a term as member of the cor-
poration. 

AT the recent annual meeting of the NationaI Insti- 
tute of Social Sciences, Dr. C. Stuart Gager was re- 
elected president for the third year. Dr. Gager has 
also been elected an  honorary life m,ember of the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 

DR. THOMAS T. READ,Vinton professor of mining 
engineering a t  Columbia University, has been elected 
chairman of the Mineral Industry Education Division 
of thee American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers. 

THE title of "Honorary Fellow of University Col- 
lege, London" has been conferred on Dr. Karl Pearson, 
emeritus professor of applied mathematics and me-
chanics from 1884 to 1911 and Galton professor of 
eugenics from 1911 to 1913, and on Emeritus Pro- 
fessor Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie, Edwards 
professor of Egyptology from 1893 to 1933. 

THE Gold Medal of the Institute of Engineers of 
South Wales has been awarded to Professor A. E. 
Trueman, of bhe department of geology, University of 
Bristol, for his paper, "A Suggested Correlation of 
the Coal Measures of England and Wales," for being 
the most valuable paper received and published during 
1933. 

DR. ALLEN WEIR FREEMAN, publicprofessor of 
h,ealt.h administration at  the Johns Hopkins School of 
Hygiene and Public Health since 1923, will succeed 
Dr. Wade Hampton Frost as dean when Dr. Frost's 
term expires next July. Dr. Frost will continue his 
w o ~ kas professor of epidemiology. 

DR. FREDERICICCARPENTERIRVINGwas recently ap- 
pointed William Lambert Richardson professor of 
obstetrics a t  Harvard University. Dr. Irving is the 
first incumbent of this chair, which was created last 
autumn under the will of the late William Lambert 
Richardson, formerly professor of obstetrics and dean 
of the Harvard Medical School. 

JAMESROBERT MATHEWS, professor of botany in 
the University of Reading, has been appointed Regius 
professor of botany a t  the University of Aberdeen, in 
place of the late Professor W. G. Craib. 

DANIEL KASHKBROV, professor of vertebrate zool- 
ogy at  the Middle Asiatic State University, has joined 


