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If the plan is accepted and approved by the President
and the Secretary of Agriculture, it will be financed out
of federal funds.

AN AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY
SEORETARY OF THE INTERIOR ICKES, acting on be-

half of the Soil Erosion Service, awarded recently to -

the Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Ine., a contract for
making the largest single aerial photographic mosaic
map ever undertaken. This map will depict 24,500
square miles of the Navajo and Zuni Indian Reserva-
tions, of the three states of Arizona, New Mexico and
Utah, an area which approximates the combined size
of the five eastern states of Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, Delaware and Rhode Island.

The map will be a mosaic assembled from more
than 4,500 individual aerial photographs, and will be
on a scale of one ineh to 2,300 feet, with dimensions
of approximately 40 feet by 24 feet. The photo-
graphs will be taken from an altitude of over 20,000
feet. The camera to be used is a specially designed
four-lens topographic map machine, the four prints
of which are transformed into a single picture.
These pictures can be used in the Stereoplanigraph
to produce actual contour maps of any part of the
photographed area at a cost far below -the cost of
ground surveys. The map is needed in the work of
erosion control, range rehabilitation and land-use
planning now being carried out on the reservation by
the Soil Erosion Service. The Indian Service and
the Carnegie Institution are cooperating with the
Soil Erosion Service in this undertaking.

At present there are no accurate maps of the greater
part of the Navajo Reservation. Some portions of
the reservation are actually unexplored. Accurate
base maps are essential to intelligent planning in con-
nection with the land-use readjustments and range im-
provements to be carried out. The total cost of the
aerial survey will approximate $77,000, whereas the
cost of a ground survey would exceed $500,000.

The conservation and rehabilitation work to be done
on these Indian lands has been made necessary by the
progressive impoverishment and destruction of the
ranges by soil erosion following over-grazing. This
depreciation of the land is proceeding so fast that
very large areas will soon become practically unin-
habitable unless remedial measures are immediately
instituted and persistently pushed forward. Already
numerous small areas and some of large extent have
been essentially ruined, while most of the country
where water is available for stock has been so severely
used that it bears little resemblance to the original
conditions.

THE RUDOLPH MATAS AWARD
THE medal of the recently created Matas Award in
Vascular Surgery will be presented for the first time

SCIENCE 51

on January 23. The recipient of this award will be
Dr. Mont R. Reid, professor of surgery at the Univer-
sity of Cinecinnati. '

The fund by which this award is made possible was
created by Mr. Mike S. Hart in compliance with the
expressed desire of his sister, the late Miss Violet
Hart, to do something to honor Dr. Matas. Mr. Hart
drew up a deed of gift establishing the Violet Hart
Fund to be administered by Tulane University. “The
fund is to provide an award, to be known as the
Rudolph Matas Award, to be made to that North
American surgeon who has contributed outstanding
work in vaseular surgery.” This award is to be made
as the oceasion arises by a committee of surgeons se-
lected for life by the Hart family with the addition of
the surgeon occupying the chair of surgery in the
Under-Graduate School of Medicine, Tulane Univer-
sity.

The committee as constituted at present is composed
of Dr. Emile Bloch, chairman, Dr. Lucien Landry and
Dr. Isidore Cohn, with Dr. Alton Ochsner, the present
occupant of the chair of surgery. The first presenta-
tion will be unique in that the medalist will receive the
award from the hands of Dr. Matas.

The correspondent who sends us the above informa-
tion writes:

Dr. Rudolph Matas is a native Louisianian of Spanish
parentage. By education, training and interest he is a
citizen of the world. Dr. Matas graduated from Tulane
University in 1880. In 1895 he was made professor of
surgery in his alma mater, and in this capacity he served

-until his retirement in 1927. He has been director of the

Department of Surgery at Touro Infirmary since 1905.
For more than fifty years he has been a member of the
Charity Hospital Staff.

Many institutions have conferred honorary degrees on
Dr. Matas. Among these are Washington University of
St. Louis, LL.D., 1915; the University of Pennsylvania,
Se.D., 1925; Tulane University, Se.D., 1926; Princeton
University, SeD., 1928. He has also received many
decorations from foreign countries, the most recent of
these was conferred by the Republic of Spain on Decem-
ber 3, 1933. Dr. Matas was awarded the Bigelow Medal
by the Boston Surgical Society in 1926. This honor he
has shared with W. J. Mayo, W. W, Keen, J. M. T,
Finney and Chevalier Jackson.

Dr. Matas has contributed in such diverse fields and
his knowledge of the literature is so great that his col-
leagues have felt for many years that by consulting him
they could extract more information from his enecyclo-
pedic mind than they could obtain from a visit to a
library.

Vascular surgery has been one of the many phases
of surgery to which he has devoted his energy. His
contributions in this field represent an epoch in the ad-
vancement of surgical knowledge. His contributions to
local and regional anesthesia, surgical diseases peculiar




