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camps until April  1. At  that time all the men mere 
urged to find outside employment if possible, so that 
their places in the camps could be taken by needy un- 
employed young men. Members of the corps are given 
honorable discharges on request if they find outside 
employmknt. 

One hundred and twenty-five thousand new men 
were added during October and November to take the 
places of members of the summer C. C. C .  camps who 
were discharged.at o r  prior to the end of the first six- 
months' period. 

FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

SCIENTIFIC WORK 


ITis reported by Science Service that the new fed- 
eral budget fo r  the year 1 9 3 6 3 5  just submitted to the 
Congress by President Roosevelt does not propose any 
substantial reduction in funds for  scientific bureaus 
below the funds that were available fo r  use during 
the present fiscal year. 

Of the funds appropriated last year fo r  use during 
the fiscal year 1933-34, approsimately $34,768,000 
was f o r  the support of scientific research. But  this 
sum was greatly cut by the Budget Bureau after the 
beginning of the Roosevelt administration. Figures 
appearing i n  the new budget volume indicate that 
only about $28,893,000 was actually allowed the 
bureaus f o r  scientific work. A somewhat smaller 
amount fo r  scientific research is allowed in the new 
1 9 3 P 3 5  budget fo r  the fiscal year starting next July 
1. Probably not more than $27,735,000 will be avail- 
able fo r  this purpose during the coming year. Most 
of the bureaus affected, however, have just as  much 
a s  they did during the present year, or a little more. 

The Bureau of Standards is allowed $1,437,702 in- 
stead of $1,336,000. The Bureau of Mines gets $762,- 
926 instead of $694,985. The Naval Observatory gets 
$169,994 instead of $160,025. And other scientific 
bureaus or  offices are  given sums similarly close to 
the figures appot-tioned to them this year. 

The main esception is the Department of Agricul- 
ture. Although this department is allowed under the 
budget greatly increased funds, these are  mainly fo r  
administrative purposes and particularly for  the 
carrying out of the recovery program. I t  is too early 
yet to know just what proportion of the total will 
be apportioned f o r  research, but it  is believed that 
not more than $15,700,000 will be devoted to this con- 
structive work as against $18,000,000 available this 
year. 

I f  the congress approves the budget as  submitted, 
i t  will mean that scientific funds will be cut about 4 
per  cent. below the funds available f o r  the present 
fiscal year, and 34.5 per cent. below the $42,375,000 
spent on research during the fiscal year 1931-32. 

AWARD O F  T H E  PERKIN MEDAL T O  

DR. COLIN G. F INK 


THE Perkin Medal of the Society of Chemical In- 
dustry was presented on the evening of January 5 to 
Dr. Colin G. Fink, professor of electrochemistry a t  
Colum'bia University. The meeting was held jointly 
v i th  the American Chemical Society, the Electrochem- 
ical Society and the Socie't6 de Chimie Industrielle. 

The award was made several months ago by a com- 
mittee representing five national chemical societies. 
This medal, a high honor i n  the chemical profession, is 
awarded each year fo r  valuable work in applied chem- 
istry and goes to  Dr. F ink  this year fo r  his inventions 
in the fields of metallurgy and electrochemistry. 

Dr. Fink's work was described by Professor Harold 
IIibbert, of McGill University. Presentation of the 
medal was made by Professor Marston T. Bogert, of 
Columbia University, who is a past president of the 
Society of Chemical I n d u s t i ~ .  Dr. Fink presented 
the customary medal address, his paper being entitled 
"Chemistry and Art," in  which he discussed the sel- 
dom appreciated relationship between these two fields. 

Dr. Fink's important inventions a re  in  the fields of 
lead-in wires for  electric bulbs, ductile tungsten, 
tungsten plating, insoluble anodes fo r  copper refining, 
restoration of ancient bronzes, etc. H e  has been con- 
nected with the Metropolitan Museum of Art  during 
the last eleven years. His  work has been confined 
largely to the metals, but he has also worked with old 
marbles, paintings, porcelain and ceramic ware, ivo- 
ries, lacquer work, etc. A n  interesting development 
is  that all museum cases to-day a t  the Metropolitan 
Museum have a chemically controlled atmosphere. 

Colin G. Fink was born in New Jersey i n  1881. H e  
graduated from Columbia College in  1903 and took 
the degree of doctor of philosophy a t  the University 
of Leipzig in  1907. H e  then joined the research staff 
of the General Electric Company a t  Schenectady, 
where he remained until 1917. I n  that year he became 
head of the new research laboratories of the Chile E s -  
ploration Company, New York. I n  1922 Dr. Fink 
v a s  called to Columbia University, where from that 
time he has been in charge of the division of electro- 
chemistiy. 

T H E  ASSOCIATION O F  AMERICAN 

GEOGRAPHERS 


THE thirtieth annual meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers was held a t  Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston, Illinois, on December 26, 27 'and 
28. I n  the three-day session fifty-seven papers, in-
cluding the presidential address, were presented be- 
fore the association. 

Out of the total number of fifty-seven papers 
thirteen can be classed as belonging to the field of 


