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THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
ADDRESS OF WELCOME1 


By Dr. KARL T.COMPTON 

PRESIDENT O F  THE MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF  TECHNOLOGY 

ITis no common honor and privilege which I have 
this morning in welcoming the most distinguished sci- 
entific body of America to Cambridge as the guests 
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Pleas-
ant  and stimulating as these meetings are, and appro- 
priate as is this old New England center of intel-
lectual progress for  meetings of this type, it is  nat- 
ural that the academy can meet in  the Boston region 
only a t  intervals of a number of years; and when 
it does meet in  this region, the &lassachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology will have to  take its turn with its 
sister institution u p  the river in  the privilege of act- 
ing as  host. While on this particular occasion you 
have done us the honor of accepting our invitation, I 
wish to emphasize the fact that i n  a very real way 
Harvard University is also your host, since several 
Harvard members of the academy have cooperated 
as  members of our local committee and are partici- 

1 Address a t  the opening session, Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, Cambridge, November 20, 1933. 

pating i n  the entertainment of our guests. I wish, 
therefore, to speak not only for  the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, but also fo r  the entire acad- 
emy group i n  this region, in welcoming you to these 
meetings. 

The mention of the cooperation of our Harvard ool- 
leagues on this occasion leads me to say a few words 
about a n  important aspect of the relations between 
our two institutions. Each has a position of eminence 
in  its own field. A t  various points these fields of 
interest overlap. I do not believe that many people 
outside of these institutions realize the extent to which 
real cooperation between them is a n  accomplished 
fact, whereby graduate students and staff in  the over- 
lapping fields may take advantage of the special op- 
portunities and facilities in  both institutions. While 
each institution tries to do its own work in the most 
effective possible way, our ideal is to  offer to  the more 
advanced students the combined advantages of both 
institutions in  so f a r  as  this is possible by cooperation. 
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New McGraw-Hill Book3 

-*-

Thin-section Mineralogy 
By AUSTINF. ROGERS,P r o f e s s o r  of M i n e r a l o g y  and P e t r o g r a p h y ,  S t a n f o r d  Uni-
versity, and PAULF. KERR,Associate  P r o f e s s o r  of  l l i n e r a l o g y ,  Co lumbia  Univer -  
sity. 311 pages,  $3.00 

Gives a simplified outline of the methods used in ing microscope and discusses methods of identifi-
the identification of minerals in thin sections of cation. Par t  I1 furnishes a concise description of 
rocks. Pa r t  I deals with the principles of optics the optical properties of common rock-forming 
employed in examining minerals with the polariz- minerals. 

Introduction to Cytology. New third edition. 
By LESTERW. SHARP,P r o f e s s o r  of B o t a n y ,  Corne l l  University. iUcGraw-Hill Pub-
l icat ions  in t h e  Agric .ul tural  and B o t a n i c a l  Sciences. In  press-ready in D e c e m b e r  

Many changes have been made to adapt the re- an elementary treatise. Forty new illustrations 
vision of this standard text more closely to the have been added, and the bibliography, long re-
needs of students with comparatively little experi- garded as a n  outstanding feature of the book, has 
ence in this subject, without, however, making i t  been brought up to date. 

China's Geographic Foundations 
By GEORGEB. CRESSEY,Chairman, Department of Geology and Geography ,  Syra-
cuse Univers i ty .  436 pages, $4.00 

This important new book gives, for the first time, made to their environment and portrays the -varied 
a comprehensive, authentic picture of Chinese cul- characteristics of China's life and culture against 
ture and physical life and problems based on a a background of history, topography, climate, agri- 
detailed survey of geographic regions. The author culture, natural resources and foreign trade. Illus-
interprets the adjustments which the Chinese have trated with photographs, charts and maps. 

Textiles and the Microscope 
By EDWARD F e l l o w  of R. SCHWARZ, the Tex t i l e  I n s t i t u t e ;  Assistant P r o f e s s o r  of 
Textile Technology,  Massachuse t t s  I n s t i t u t e  of  Technology.  Irt press-ready in 

A unique work presenting in concise, usable form microanalysis, micrometry, specimen mounting, 
the latest important developments in the technique photomicrographic apparatus and technique, and 
and applications of microscopy to textile analysis use of the polarizing microscope. The collection 
and research. The book discusses such topics as of photomicrographs is noteworthy. 

Dynamicsof Earthquake Resistant Structures 
By JACOBJ. CRESKOFF,C o n s u l t i n g  Engineer. I n  press-ready in January 

This book is unique in that i t  approaches the gruities under dynamical assumptions. The book 
subject from the dynamical instead of the statical presents a new and original method of distributing 
point of view hitherto used. I t  shows that certain the seismic moments and shears among the con-
paradoxes under statical assumptions become con- ponent parts of the building. 

Send for copies on  approval 

McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc. 
330 West 42nd Street, New York Aldwych House, London, W.C.2 
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