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ican Meteorological Society, a t  which time the retiring 
vice-president of Section B, Professor D. L. Webster, 
will deliver a n  address on "Current Progress in  X-Ray 
Physics." A symposium has been arranged on the 
positron, a t  which the speakers will be Professor Carl 
D. Anderson, Dr. J. R. Oppenheimer and Professor 
George E .  Uhlenbeck. 

The Parker House, a t  Tremont and School Streets, 
has been selected f o r  hotel headquarters fo r  the Amer- 
ican Physical Society a t  Boston. 

Other meetings fo r  the current season are  as fol- 
lows : 

New York City, February, 1934. Joint meeting with 
the Optical Society of America. 

Washington, April, 1934. 
Berkeley, California, June 18 to 23, 1934. 

T H E  N E W  C H I E F  O F  T H E  BUREAU O F  
PLANT INDUSTRY 

THE appointment of Iinowles A. Ryerson as  chief 
of the Bureau of Plant Industry, effective January 1, 
has been announced by Secretary of Agriculture 
Henry A. Wallace. 

Mr. Ryerson will succeed Dr. TT. A. Taylor, who 
retires the first of the year after forty-.two years' 
service with the Department of Agriculture, twenty 
of which have been as  head of the bureau. Dr. Tay- 
lor reached the retirement age on July 1, but the 
President granted a n  extension of six nionths a t  the 
urgent request of Secretary Wallace. 

Mr. Ryerson is now in charge of the Division of 
Foreign Plant  Introduction, Bureau of Plant I n -
dustry. H i s  promotion to the position as chief of 
the bureau is announced now so that he may have 
a n  opportunity to work f o r  the next few weeks with 
Dr. Taylor on budgetary and administrative problems 
before he assumes his new responsibilities. 

Knowles A. Ryerson was born on Ootober 17, 1892, 
a t  Seattle, Washington. H e  received his degree of 
bachelor of science from the University of California 
in 1916, and a master of science degree from the 
same university i n  1924. H e  was with the agricul- 
tural extension servioe of the University of California 
from 1919 to 1925, first a s  assistant state club leader, 
and later as assistant farm adviser and farm adviser 
of Los Angeles County. 

From 1925 to 1927 Mr. Ryerson was in Haiti  as 
horticulturist on the staff of the Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station. F o r  seven months in 1927 he x7as 
horticulturist with the Joint Palestine Survey Com- 
mission in Palestine and Transjordania, after mrhich 
he became head of the Division of Foreign Plant 
Importations in  the Bureau of Plant Industry. His 
search f o r  plants that would be economically advan- 
tageous to this countl-y have taken him to Canada, 

Spain, &lorocco, Algiers, Tunis, Sicily and other 
countries. 

From 1917 to 1919 Mr. Ryerson served with the 
Forest Engineers Branch of the A.E.F. in  France. 
H e  was on the staff of agricultural damage investiga- 
tions section of the American Peace Commission from 
J a n u a ~ y  to March, 1919, and agricultural officer a t  
the American embarkation center in France from 
March to June, 1930. F o r  his service i n  France he 
received the decoration of Chevalier du %%rite agri-
cole from the French Government. 

Dr. A. Taylor entered the United States 
Department of Agriculture as  assistant pomologist i n  
1891. H e  was born i n  Chelsea, Michigan, on June  23, 
1863. H e  received the degrei: of bachelor of science 
from Michigan State College in 1888, and then served 
for  three years as  manager of a Miehigan frui t  farm 
and nursery before going to the department. H e  
received the degree of doctor of science from Mich- 
igan State College in  1913. 

Dr. Taylor became ponlologist i n  charge of field 
investigations fo r  the Bureau of Plant Industry in 
1901 and continued in this position until 1910, when 
he was appointed assistant chief. After three years 
in  this position he became chief of the bureau. H e  
is the author of nunlerous bulletins and articles, and 
has delivered addresses before ha-ticultural and po- 
nlological societies. 

I n  1900 Dr. Taylor served a s  a n  expert in  horti- 
culture with the U. S. Commission to the Paris  Ex-
position and mas a member of the International Jury 
on frui t  trees and fruit. I n  1904 he served a s  a meni- 
her of the International Jury  of the Department of 
Ilorticulture a t  the St. Louis Exposition, and in 1918 
was a member of the Agricultural Commission to 
Europe. 

RECENT DEATHS 


DR. FREDERICK
LINCOLN CHASE, assistant astron- 
omer a t  the Pa le  Observatory from 1890 to 1910 and 
acting director from 1910 to 1913, died suddenly on 
November 8. H e  had been residing a t  Boulder, Colo- 
rado, where he was born in  1865. 

DR. JAMES TALMAGE, formerly president EDWARD 
and professor of geology a t  the University of Utah, 
died on Ju ly  27, a t  the age of seventy years. Dr. Tal- 
nlage was a member of the Royal Society of Edin- 
burgh and the Geological Society of London and was 
a life member of the American Association for  the 
Advancement of Science. 

TTILLIANDE CIIASTIGNIER RAVENEL, retired admin- 
istrative assistant to the secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution, director of arts and industries of the U. S. 
National Museum and a former secretary of the 


