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A CENTURY OF PROGRESS I N  CHEMISTRY' 
By Professor ARTHUR B. LAMB 

DIRECTOR OF THE CHEMICAL LABORATORY O F  HARVARD COLLEGE, PRESIDENT OF THE 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 


TVHOEVER considers the history of the past 100 
years can not but conclude that its outstanding fea- 
ture has been the progress of mankind in science, 
that is, in the ordered knowledge of the world about 
us. I n  agreement with this, Mr. Dawes and his able 
co-workers have made the ~cient~ific sections of this 
exposition of unexampled completeness and excel-
Ience. Never have the achievements of science been 
so adequately portrayed a t  any exposition. Never 
any~vherehas such a galaxy of scientific exhibits been 
gathered together, as is housed in this brilliant Hall 
of Science where lye are now assembled. 

Three thousand of the 18,000 members of our 
American Chenlical Society have convened this week 
in Chicago from every corner of our country, to 
present and to discuss the most recent results of their 

1 A popular address (The President's Address) deliv- 
ered at  an  evening meeting of the American Chemical 
Society a t  the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago, 
September 14, 1933. 

researches. At  this evening meeting of our Society, 
within the confines of the Century of Progress Expo- 
sition, it  is eminently fitting that the contributions of 
chemistry to  the advance of science during the past 
one hundred years should be set forth. I t  is, then, 
all but inevitable that I should address you this 
evening on 

I n  1833 chemistry was, so to speak, still in her 
swaddling clothes. Less than fifty years had elapsed 
since Priestley and Scheele had discovered oxygen 
and chlorine; since Volta had discovered how to pro- 
duce electricity by chemical means; since Lavoisier 
had elucidated the age-old problem of the nature of 
fire, and since Dalton had demonstrated the existence 
of atoms and had shown how their relative weights 
could be ascertained. 

I n  1833, chemistry was a small and compact science. 
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The Principles of Metallurgy 

I By DONALDM. LIDDELL,Weld and Liddell, E n g i n e e r s  and Econoni is ts ,  New York, 
and GILBERTE. DOAN,Associate  Professor of P h y s i c a l  Metallurgy, Lehigh Univer-
sity. Jfetal lz~rgicalTexts. 626 pages ,  $5.50 

This new book attempts a complete recasting of with less attention to methods of concentration. 
metallurgical ideas in terms of the new discoveries The physics of crystals and crystalline ag regates is 
of physics. The German and English viewpoints stressed and the structure of metals is &oroughlv 
are fully recognized and reviewed. Emphasis is explained in the light of modern conceptions aris- 
placed on properties, treatment, and fabrication, ing from X-ray crystallographic research. 

Thin Section Mineralogy 
By AUSTINF. ROGERS,Professor  of Mineralogy a n d  P e t r o g r a p h y ,  S t a n f o r d  Uni-
vers i ty ,  and PAULF. KERR,Associate  P r o f e s s o r  of Mineralogy,  Co lumbia  Univer -  
sity. 310 pages, $3.00 

Gives a simplified outline of the methods used in ing microscope and discusses methods of identifi-
the identification of minerals in thin sections of cation. Par t  I1 furnishes a concise description of 
roclrs. Pa r t  I deals with the principles of optics the optical properties of common rock-forming 
employed in examining minerals with the polariz- minerals. 

The Mineral Industry 
Volume 41 -Covering 1932. 

E d i t e d  by 6.A. E o u s ~ .930 pages ,  $12.00 

This latest edition of this comprehensive reference plant, new sources and uses, market conditions, 
work covers every fact  and development of im- prices, and other items of interest both domestic 
portance in the, mineral industry through 1932. and foreign. This issue contains a great deal of 
The subjects covered include production and trade information on foreign mineral resources and in- 
statistics, technical improvements, extensions of cludes an important section on gold. 

Electrons at Work 
By CIIARLESIt. IJNDERHILL, Consulting Elec t r i ca l  E n g i n e e r .  320 pages ,  $3.00 

Presents a clear, general treatment of electronic author tells what electrons are, how the various 
devices, their circuits, and industrial uses. Ex- tubes and cells function in  harnessing them, and 
planations are iilade as simple as possible without how these devices are applied in  industry and 
deviating fro111 strict technical accuracy. The biology. 

Send for copies on  approval 

McGraw-Hill Book Company 
330 West 42nd Street, New York Aldwych House, London, W.C.2 


