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less definite word to this effect is received sufficiently
prior to remewal of subscriptions for 1934, libraries
cancel their subseriptions to the most expensive journals,
except one library in each of 6 to 10 zones throughout
‘the United States and Canada.

Miss Marjorie J. Darrach, secretary of the associa-
tion, writes:

These resolutions were passed on the recommendations
of the Committee on the Cost of Current Medical Peri-
odicals, which has been studying this question intensively
-during the past year.

It is felt that these recommendations are advisable, as
their fulfillment is essential to the efficient and economic
administration of libraries; and it should be pointed out
‘that they are not in any sense of national significance,
mnor do they in any way constitute an unfriendly gesture
to any group of scientists. They are strictly of an eco-
nomic nature, and are designed to meet certain unfor-
tunate existing conditions which constitute a hindrance
to the free interchange of scientific thought.

It is understood that conferences in regard to this
situation are to take place in Europe this summer, and
there have been unofficial promises made that the con-
ditions complained of will be remedied in the mear
future. In order, therefore, to give editors and pub-
lishers a reasonable amount of time to cooperate, the
recommendations cited above do not become effective
until it has been demonstrated whether the results of
these conferences and negotiations have failed. There-
fore, decisions regarding subscriptions for 1934 are being
postponed until November 1, 1933, pending the outcome
of negotiations.

THE FINANCIAL SITUATION OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
It is reported by Science Service that the proposed
twenty-five per cent. reduction in funds for the exten-
sion service and experiment stations of the U. S. De-
partment of Agriculture, and the funds for land
grant colleges and vocational education has been
again deferred by executive order of President Roose-
velt. This time the effective date is deferred until

sixty days after the opening of the next session of,

the Congress, which will be about March 1, 1934.
This order probably saves $3,917,000 for education
and research, particularly in agriculture.

Officials of the Department of Agriculture are not
yet certain of the proper interpretation of the order.
The effective date now oceurs after all payments for
the extension service have been made for the present
fiscal year, and all but one of the payments for the
experiment stations. If the cut is to apply to the
whole of the fisecal year it will mean that a refund
must be made.

The personnel of the Department of Agriculture
has been greatly reduced, as shown by a tabulation of
dismissals, furloughs and positions abolished, com-
piled by Dr. W. W. Stockberger, of the departme;it.
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More than a thousand persons have been separated
from the different bureaus sinee the first of March.
With the additional separations that it is estimated
were made during the month of July the total num-
ber will reach 1,530. Of these, 233 were engaged in
scientific research, including 42 in the professional
grades. -

During the past year in cases where resignations or
vacancies have occurred positions have been left un-
filled. Such positions to the number of 407 were
abolished at the beginning of the fiscal year. ‘

The work of the department will also be curtailed
through furloughs. It is estimated that during the
present fiscal year 2,141 persons will be furloughed
for periods ranging from one week to a year. The
total number dismissed, furloughed or whose posi-
tions have been abolished amounts to over 4,000. A
considerable number, however, has been given em-
ployment in connection with the new recovery agen-
cies under the control of the department.

THE CHICAGO MEETING OF THE AMER-
ICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

ScieNTIFIic men of America and Europe will unite
in an international tribute to Dr. Richard Willstatter,
of Munich, at the eighty-sixth meeting of the Amer-
ican Chemical Society. The meeting, under the presi-
dency of Professor Arthur B. Lamb, of Harvard Uni-
versity, will be held in Chicago in connection with the
Century of Progress Exposition from September 10
to 15. :

More than 3,000 men and women of science, said
to be the largest number ever to attend a convention
of the society, are expected to participate. Addresses
will be delivered by Dr. Willstatter; Professor George
Barger, of the University of Edinburgh; Professor J.
N. Brgnsted, of the University of Copenhagen, and
Dr. Paul Karrer, of Zurich. Practically every pro-
fessional division of the society will be represented.
The fields to be covered include industry, agriculture
and food, medicine, gas and fuel, public health, edu-
cation, petroleum, dyes, rubber, sugar, water, sewage
and sanitation. .

The ecentral event will be the presentation on
Wednesday evening, September 13, of the Willard
Gibbs Medal to Dr. Willstdtter, who was Nobel Prize
Laureate in chemistry in 1925. This is one of the
highest horors in American chemiecal science, and is
awarded annually by the Chicago section. At the
medal ceremony Dr. Willstétter, dealing with popular
aspects of chemistry, will speak on “One Chemist’s
Retrospects and Prospects.” He will deliver the
formal medal address on Thursday afternoon, Sep-
tember 14, at a symposium before the sections of
organic chemistry, biochemistry and medicinal chem-
istry, on “Recent Advances in the Nature of En-
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zymes.” Professor Karrer and Professor Barger will
also speak.

An account of Dr. Willstitter’s work, for which the
medal has been awarded, will be found in the issue of
Science for April 21, 1933.

Professor George Barger, who occupies the chair
of medicinal chemistry at the University of Edin-
burgh, has devoted himself especially to the study
of substanees of biological and pharmacological in-
terest. In 1928 he was Baker lecturer at Cornell Uni-
versity and Dohme lecturer at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. Professor Karrer has confined his research
during recent years chiefly to the pigments of plants
and vitamins.. Professor Brgnsted works at the Phys-
ical-Chemical Institute in Copenhagen. He is at
present studying the theory of acids and bases, as well
as the general theory of solutions. Professors Brgn-
" sted and Willstitter are lecturing in Spain during
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August and are expected to reach New York early in
September.

The American Chemical Society award in pure
chemistry of $1,000, established in 1931 by Dr. A. C.
Langmuir, “in recognition of the accomplishment in
America of outstanding chemical research by a young
man or woman less than thirty years old, preferably
working in a college or university,” will be presented
to Dr. Frank H. Spedding, of the University of Cali-
fornia. Dr. Spedding will address the Division of
Physieal and Inorganic Chemistry on “Energy Levels
in Solids.” This prize was awarded in 1931 to Dr.
Linus Pauling, now professor of chemistry in the
California Institute of Technology, and in 1932 to
Dr. Osear K. Rice, instructor in chemistry at Harvard
University.

The annual presidential address will be delivered
by Professor Lamb on the evening of September 14.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Dr. JaMES BRYANT CONANT, president of Harvard
University, previously Sheldon Emery professor of
organic chemistry, has been elected an honorary fel-
low of Emmanuel College, Cambridge.

Tur Baly Medal of the Royal College of Physi-
" clans, awarded every alternate year to the person who
shall be deemed to have most distinguished himself in

the science of physiology during the two years imme-_

diately preceding, has been awarded to Dr. Robert
Robison, of the Lister Institute, for his work on the
esters of phosphoric acid and the enzyme phosphatase
and the part they play in bone metabolism. The
Weber-Parkes Prize and Medal for the best work
done in connection with the etiology, prevention,
pathology or treatment of tuberculosis has been
awarded to Sir John McFadyean.

AT the recent annual meeting of the National Tu-
berculosis Association in Toronto the Trudeau Medal
was awarded to Dr. Lawrason Brown, who sinece 1900
has been associated with the Trudeau Sanatorium,
Saranac Lake, New York.

AT the commencement exercises of Columbia Uni-
versity a University Medal for excellence was pre-
sented to Dr. Henry Dwight Chapin, emeritus pro-
fessor of diseases of children, New York Post-Gradu-
ate Medical School and Hospital, New York. The
medal was awarded to Dr. Chapin in recognition “of
his outstanding contribution to problems relating to
the care of children.”

THE prize of 10,000 franes, established by a legacy
of the Prince of Monaco, to be awarded every two
years by the Paris Academy of Medicine to a scien-
tifie man whose career has been characterized by med-

ical discoveries, has been bestowed on Dr. Héricourt,
who was the collaborator of Charles Richet in the in-
troduetion of serotherapy.

THE London School of Hygiene and Tropical Med-
icine has received from W. J. Courtauld a munificent
gift for the tropical side of the work of the school.
In recognition of this gift the Senate of the Univer-
sity of London has conferred upon Professor R. T.

“Leiper the title of William Julien Courtauld pro-
fessor of helminthology.

ProFEssor ALBERT EINSTEIN has informed the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Ageney, with regard to reports of his
acceptance of invitations to the University of Madrid
and the Collége de France, that he bound himself a
year ago to spend the winter half-year in future at
Princeton condueting his scientific work at the Insti-
tute for Advanced Study. Reports of his acceptance
of teaching posts at other universities are not in ae-
cordance with the faects.

Harry StTaANLEY ROGERS, dean of engineering at
Oregon State College, has been elected fifth president
of the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn. He suec-
ceeds Dr. Parke R. Kolbe, who resigned a year ago
to become president of Drexel Institute.

At the Ohio State University, as part of economies
necessitated by a further decrease in state appropria-
tions, salaries have been reduced from three to ten
per cent. Seventy-three members of the teaching and

.non-academic staffs have been put on part-time ser-
vice and 236 positions have been abolished. Among
members of the faculty who have retired are Pro-
fessor William T. Magruder, mechanical engineering;




