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WORK OF THE EMERGENCY CONSERVA—
TION CORPS

RosErr FECHNER, director of the Emergency Con-
servation Corps, has announced that approximately
300,000 men are now in the field. With enrolment of
the men completed, the Conservation Corps is now at
work under the direction of trained forestry officials.

The forest work programs—drawn up by Major
Robert Y. Stuart, chief forester of the United States
Forest Service; Horace M. Albright, of the National
Park Service; John Collier, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, and by the state foresters—ecall for a record-
breaking amount of work designed to conserve tim-
bered resources, improve the forests and increase
the value of the annual crop of commercial forest
produets.

Among the types of work which will be done are
the following:

(1) Forest protection work which will include the
construction of trails through the forests over which fire-
fighting units can operate speedily in event fires break
out in the future, the building of fire breaks, construc-
tion of lookout towers, observatories, fire guard cabins,
shelter for fire protection equipment, laying of field tele-
phone wires and the construction of emergency fire con-
trol landing fields.

(2) Forest improvement work to include tree planting
over burned-out and cut-over areas, the thinning out of
undesirable trees, the construction of truck and horse trails
and the eradication of insects and diseases which destroy
large numbers of trees annually.

(3) Flood control and soil erosion work where such
works will serve to protect or improve existing forest
areas.

The work is planned to include:

(1) Construction of between 40,000 and 50,000 miles
of truck and horse trails in the forests, a task equal to
building a trail long enough to girdle the globe almost
twice.

(2) Construction of 12,000 miles of telephone lines.

(3) Building of a minimum of 4,000 miles of fire
breaks.

(4) Improvement of at least 5,000,000 acres through
thinning, clearing and other means.

(5) Conducting campaigns against tree diseases and
insects on 10,000,000 acres.

(6) Fighting rodents like prairie dogs on 6,000,000
acres.

(7) Removal of fire hazards from hundreds of thou-

- sands of acres of land.
(8) Planting of trees on a minimum of 300,000 acres.

The men will be utilized intensively on the 175 mil-
lion acres of national forests, national parks and
Indian reservations. Slightly less than half of them
are working on the 400-odd million acres of state and
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privately owned timbered lands. Of the 1,430 camps,
about 800 are on federal and 600 on state owned lands.

REDUCED FUNDS FOR THE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE

CURTAILMENTS of congressional appropriations by
the Budget Bureau in the interest of economy have
reduced the money available for the U. S. Department
of Agriculture to $60,000,000, or 37 per cent. less
than in the 1932 fiseal year.

According to Scienee Service, this will foree the
separation from the payroll of about a thousand per-
sons, 700 to 800 of whom will be dismissed and about
350 of whom will be furloughed. The changes in per-
sonnel are being made slowly, however, and figures
are not yet available as to how many of those sepa-
rated belong to the clerical and how many to the tech-
nical and scientific departments.

It is estimated that the amount allocated for scien-
tific research will be reduced about 35 per cent. below
the amount available in 1932. About $17,000,000 was
appropriated for this purpose in the fiscal year 1932.
This was cut, under the 1934 appropriations, to about

. $13,000,000, and this sum, in turn, has been reduced

by the Budget Bureau to about $11,000,000, or $6,-
000,000 less than in 1932.

Reductions of the ordinary activities of the depart-
ment aceount for a reduction of nearly $11,000,000 in
the amount appropriated by -the Congress for 1934
and nearly $26,000,000 in the amount appropriated
for 1932. The expenditures for ordinary activities in
1934 will be $42,794,618. .

Reductions of 25 per cent. in payments to the states
for experiment stations and extension service are in-
cluded in the funds withheld, although it was under-
stood that this provision might not be put into effect.
The payments to states for experiment stations, ex-
tension work, cooperative forest fire prevention and
national forest special funds will be limited to $13,-
555,620 compared with the $17,868,359 appropriated
by the Congress.

The total appropriations for the Department of
Agriculture, not including funds for roads or for ex-
penditures under the agricultural adjustment act, will
be $60,189,538, compared with the $75,344,107 in the
1934 appropriation bill and the $93 561,590 which
was appropriated in 1932.

OBITUARY

CLEMeNT DEXTER CHILD, head of the department
of physies at Colgate University since 1904, died on
July 15, at the age of sixty-five years.

Dr. F. H. BAETJER, professor of clinical roentgen- -

ology in the Johns Hopkins University until his re-



