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are reduced by $3,917,000 through the reorganization
order sent to the Congress by President Roosevelt.
The payments for agricultural experiment stations,
the cooperative agricultural extension work and the
endowment and maintenance of colleges for the bene-
fit of agricultural and mechanic arts, all educational
and research funds granted to the states and terri-

‘tories by the federal government are reduced or “abol-.

ished” by 25 per cent. These payments, as authorized
for the fiseal year 1934 to begin on July 1, amount to
$13,119,096 from the Department of Agriculture and

$2,5650,000 from the Department of the Interior, a .

grand total of $15,669,096. Under the curtailment
ordered to be effective 60 days from the date of the
order, June 10, the funds available will be $11,750,-
000 in round figures.

Under the federal grants for experiment stations
much of the scientific research for agriculture accom-
plished in the various states in the past three decades
has been carried on. The appropriations lost to ex-
periment stations under the order amount to $1,095,-
222, The extension work done cooperatively with the
states, supported in part by the federal funds now
reduced by 25 per cent., carried the results of the
scientific research to the farmers. County agricul-
tural agents are the embodiment of this educational
service. The loss is $1,018,000.

The state universities that have carried higher edu-
cation to thousands in the opening years of this cen-
tury are supported in part by the Morrill and Smith-
Lever Acts, the funds of which are now cut by a
quarter of the appropriated amount. Loss to this
educational work is $1,804,024.

Federal aid to land-grant colleges has flowed partly
through the Department of Agriculture and partly
through the Department of the Interior, the latter
having been made the agendy of a flat sum of $50,000
for the support of instruction in agriculture and the
mechanic arts in each state. It seems probable that
the curtailment of these funds, which are of long-
standing authorization under the Morrill, Hateh,
Smith-Lever and other acts, was made by executive
order rather than under other provisions of the econ-
omy act passed early in the Roosevelt legislative pro-
gram because by making it a matter of reorganization
the 25 per eent. cuts can be made effective for subse-
quent years rather than just for this year.

CURTAILMENT OF SCIENTIFIC WORK
UNDER THE GOVERNMENT

A PUrRTHER wire report by Science Service states
that under the economy act, Budget Director Lewis
Douglas; acting for President Roosevelt, is directing
still further cuts in the funds for science and edu-
eation. This results in certain scientific bureaus hav-
ing for 1934 less than half of what they had two
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years ago. Inevitably this will mean separations for
many highly trained scientific workers engaged in
work of great public benefit and extreme salary re-
ductions for many of those who retain jobs. The ex-
act cuts that will go into effeet on July 1 are difficult
to ascertain, as in some instances even bureau chiefs
do not know what funds they will have for the fiscal
year that begins in a couple of weeks.

It is known that Secretary of Agriculture Wallace
and Assistant Secretary Tugwell are making a stren-
uous fight to eontinue the present scientific research
for agriculture that they consider to be as necessary
for agriculture’s return to health as the economie
measures being put into effect.

In the Department of Commerce, the U. 8. Coast
and Geodetic Survey is likely to have its funds cut
but little under the figures of the 1934 appropriation
bill and it may be selected to administer some of the
public works appropriations available under the act
Just passed. The Bureau of Fisheries will have some
cuts, but these are not believed to be serious.

But the Bureau of Standards seems to have been
selected for heavy cuts, to such an extent that that
bureau may have only about 40 per cent. of the money
that it had in 1932. About $3,000,000 spent in 1932
is reduced to $1,336,000 for the 1934 fiscal year, the
budget bureau demanding about a third reduetion in
the slightly more than $2,000,000 available in 1934
appropriation bill.

The Bureau of Mines, also in the Department of
Commerce, is to be trimmed to about $1,100,000,
whereas the appropriation bill for 1934 carried $1,-
514,300, and these appropriations for 1934 now re-
duced were considerably less than the 1932 funds
spent for the benefit and safety of the important and
valuable mining industry and its resources.

The Geological Survey in the Department of the
Interior is also likely to suffer heavily. In 1932 it
spent $3,141,000; the 1934 appropriation act provided
$1,992,000 and eliminated funds for some of the geo-
logical research work of greatest fundamental impor-
tance. It is understood that the economy cuts will
leave only $1,476,000 available. Some of the impor-
tant work in topographic mapping, water resources
and mineral resources may be salvaged by utilization
of publie works funds, but it is feared that many of
the staff will have to be dismissed and 25 to 30 per
cent. of the personnel will be lost through dismissal,
retirement or that they will be forced to take unusual
amounts of leave without pay.

A weakening of our national defenses against dis-
ease is imminent through euts in the U. S. Public
Health Service. A fund of $333,650 for prevention
of epidemies is scheduled for reduction to $157,000
and similar cuts in other research funds are contem-
plated.




