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THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

By Dr. W. W. CAMPBELL

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

ONE year ago, our committee on program and
arrangements for the annual meeting of 1932 asked
me, as the then new president, to deliver an address,
of a specified length, at the annual dinner, and I
did so. To the best of my knowledge, that was an
innovation—a supplement to the prevailing type of
dinner program. This year the committee repeated
the invitation, perhaps largely because last year I
respected the wisely specified time limit, with three
minutes to spare. But I have a purpose in these
preliminary remarks. As two points fix the direction
of a straight line, so two presidential addresses in
successive years may go far in establishing a custom.
Fortunately, the membership of the academy is highly
individualistic, and is always ready and quick to ex-
press its views. I need say no more.

It was gratifying, last week, to observe that the
deep depression in the curve representing the recent
course of financial and economic events in our coun-

1 Address of the president at the annual dinner of the

National Academy of Sciences, Washington, D. C., April
25, 1933.

try is apparently not matched by a similar depression
in the curve depicting the output of new knowledge,
achieved through research, in the domain of the
physical and biologic sciences. The number of papers
offered for the program of this week’s meeting was
uniquely large, and to accommodate them it was found
necessary to hold duplicate sessions, one in this audi-
torium and the other in the lecture room, on all our
four half days, as you will have observed. The high
quality of the papers anticipated from the authors’
names has been amply confirmed in their reading.
These facts in relation to the academy’s program are,
I believe, in accord with the advance in knowledge
made in our nation, as a whole, through research, as
indicated by papers and volumes, rich in contents,
published in the last year or two. I take special de-
light in adding that we have been extremely fortunate
in the qualities of the papers presented in response
to personal invitations issued to several guests by
the academy’s committee on program: Professor
Vegard, professor of physics in the University of



JUNE 9, 1933

SCIENCE—ADVERTISEMENTS

Nezw McGraw-Hill Books

in Geology

—————

Historical Geology

By Ravmonp C. Moorg, Professor of Geology, University of Kansas.

665 pages, 6 x 9, illustrated.

The physical and biologic aspects of earth history
are well correlated, but are segregated in major
units based on eras or suberas. Principles of in-
terpreting the geologic record are developed on
the basis of study of a definite region, the Grand

$4.00

Canyon District. Emphasis is placed on the illus-
trative aids. Block diagrams are especially num-
erous. Figures on plates are identified by lettering
on the plates. The book is unusually authoritative,
accurate, and up to date.

Geology

By Professors WinLiam H. EMmmons, GEoreE A. THIEL, CLINTON R.
STAUFFER, Department of Geology, University of Minnesota, and

Ira S. AvrnisoN, Professor of Geology, Oregon State College.

pages, 6 x 9, illustrated.

A comprehensive treatment of the materials of the
earth, the processes that operate at the earth’s
surface, and those which have operated in the past
to form the earth, Unusual clarity is achieved

514
$4.00

through a logical organization of material: the
early chapters discuss the processes more commonly
observed in operation; later chapters deal with
those less frequently encountered.

Igneous Rocks and the Depths of the Earth

By Rrecinarp A. DALy, Professor of Geology, Harvard University.

598 pages, 6 x 9, illustrated.

This revision of the author’s classic Igneous Rocks
and Their Origin is essentially a new work. It
takes account of the recent advances made in cos-
mogony, geophysics, experimental petrology, vol-

$5.00

canology and general geology, and brings up to
date a statement of the principal faets known
about eruptive rocks. The book also tests a general
‘‘theory of the earth.’’

Visit the exhibit of McGraw-Hill books in the
General Exhibits Building, Century of Progress
International Exposition, Chicago
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ON-APPROVAL COUPON

McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc.,
330 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y.

You may send me the books checked below, on approval.

I understand that I am to return

these books after a reasonable period of examination unless I either notify you of my intent to

adopt them in my classes or remit for them.
[J Moore—Historical Geology. $4.00

[] Emmons, Thiel, Stauffer, Allison—Geology. $4.00

[J Daly—Igneous Rocks and the Depths of the Earth. $5.00
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