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IN HONOR O F  PROFESSOR EINSTEIN1 

GREETING ON BEHALF O F  AMERICAN 

SCIENTISTS BY DR. KARL T. COMPTON, 


PRESIDENT O F  T H E  MASSACHU- 

SETTS INSTITUTE O F  


TECHNOLOGY 

IT is a pleasure f o r  me to have the privilege of 

greeting Professor Einstein on behalf of American 
scientists. There is first the pleasure of renewing a 
personal contact made with Professor Einstein on  the 
occasion of his first visit to America shortly after the 
war, when he delivered a series of lectures on rela-
tivity a t  Princeton University. Going farther back, 
there is a. second personal connection which ~ r o f & s o r  

1 Address a t  a dinner under the auspices of the Amer- 
ican Friends of the Hebrew University in Palestine, 
given a t  the Hotel Commodore, New York City, on 
March 15. Besides Professor Einstein, Dr. Compton 
and Dr. Shapley, the spealcers included Dr. 0. C. Kiep,
German consul general; Dr. Solomon Lowenstein, execu- 
tive director of the Federation for the Support of Jewish 
Philanthropic Societies in New York City; James Mar- 
shall, a vice-president of the American Friends of the 
Hebrew University in Palestine, and Dr. Nathan Ratnoff, 
director of Beth Israel Hospital, in New York City. Sol 
M. Stroock, chairman of the board of the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary, presided. Professor Einstein spoke in 
German, his address being translated a t  its close. 

Einstein knows nothing about, but which I venture to  
say has been duplicated by many of my fellow Amer- 
ican scientists in some such way a s  the following. 

Some years ago, when my fiancee was debating with 
herself a s  to whether she was doing wisely in joining 
me in the great adventure, we were being entertained 
in the home of her most admired and respected friend, 
the pastor of her Methodist church. After dinner this 
man, who was by nature a poet rather than a scientist, 
asked me to explain to him in simple language Ein- 
stein's theory of relativity, and listened with appar-  
ently absorbed interest to my efforts t o  present this 
in non-t8echnical language. The next morning he said 
to  my fiancke, ((1approve of your young man in all 
but one respect: he has no sense of humor. I asked 
him to explain to me Einstein's theory of relativity 
and he really tried to do it. You are taking a long 
chance in marrying a man who has no sense of 
humor." So I suspect every American physicist 01. 

mathematician has a t  one time or another been i n  a 
quandary a s  to whether he should engage upon the 
hopeless task of an attempted explanation, o r  whether 
he should find wisdom in cowardice by stating that  he 
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A Rare Volume 
"A rare volume which takes the reader out of 
the closely pressing details and complexities of 
modern life and gives him the opportunity to 
gain an understanding of the present and an 
appraisal of the future of the Earth and its in-
habitants.,'-W. T. Thom, Jr., Princeton Uni- 
versity. 

A Step in Advance 
"The history treatment is excellent. The book 
is unique in its treatment and I think i t  is a 
distinct step in advance. "-W. H. Haas, North- 
western University. 

Distinctive-Refreshing 
"This volume is the most distinctive textbook 
in the field of general geology which has ap- 
peared in decades. I ts  unique organization is 
distinctly refreshing. "-George B. Cressey, 
Syracuse University. 

Will Arouse and Hold Interest 
"While the treatment of the subject is rather 
novel, I think that it  is one which will arouse 
and hold the interest of the student in the 
science of geology to a much greater extenlt 
than the usual manner in which the subject is 
approached in college textbooks."-Charles R. 
Fettke, Carnegie Institute of Technology. 

Other Comments 
'(1 am enthusiastic over the possibilities of 
Earth History."-Carey Croneis, University of 
Chicago. 
"I consider the book one of the notable contri- 
butions to geologic literature."-Thomas M. 
Hills, Vassar College. 
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