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THE AIMS OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH"®

By Dr. FRANZ BOAS
CoLuMBIA UNIVERSITY

THE science of anthropology has grown up from
many distinet beginnings. At an early time men were
interested in foreign countries and in the lives of their
inhabitants. Herodotus reported to the Greeks what
he had seen in many lands. Caesar and Tacitus wrote
on the customs of the Gauls and Germans. In the
Middle Ages Marco Polo, the Venetian, and Ibn
Batuta, the Arab, told of the strange people of the
Far East and of Africa. Later on, Cook’s Journeys
excited the interest of the world. From these reports
arose gradually a desire to find a general significance
in the multifarious ways of living of strange people.
In the eighteenth century Rousseau, Schiller and
Herder tried to form, out of the reports of travelers, a
picture of the history of mankind. More solid at-
tempts were made about the middle of the nineteenth

1 Address of the president of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science, Atlantic City, De-
cember, 1932,

century, when the comprehensive works of Klemm
and Waitz were written.

Biologists directed their studies towards an under-
standing of the varieties of human forms. Linnaeus,
Blumenbach,  Camper are a few of the names that
stand out as early investigators of these problems,
which received an entirely new stimulus when Darwin’s
views of the instability of species were accepted by the
scientific world. The problem of man’s origin and
his place in the animal kingdom became the prime
subject of interest. Darwin, Huxley and Haeckel are
outstanding names representing this period. Still
more recently the intensive study of heredity and mu-
tation has given a new aspect to inquiries into the
origin and meaning of race.

The development of psychology led to new problems
presented by the diversity of the racial and social

. groups of mankind. The question of mental charac-
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Of interest to all psychologists

STUDIES IN
EXPRESSIVE MOVEMENT

GORDON W. ALLPORT
Assistant Professor of Psychology

Harvard University

PHILIP E. VERNON

Fellow of St. John’s College,
Cambridge University

With a Chapter on

“Matching Sketches of Personality with Handwriting”

by EDWIN POWERS, Assistant Professor of
Psychology, Dartmouth College

Is there such a thing as intra-
individual consistency in ex-
pressive movement ?

Is personality composed of un-
related habitsor is it integrated?
Can handwriting be taken as
a deserving subject for psycho-
-logical research? How can it

profitably be studied ?

How can other expressive move-
ments be measured, rated,
analysed ?

Read this clear and reasonable
account of original investiga-
tions in a rewarding field.

Its whole approach is novel,
its implications arresting.

HIS volume presents a pioneer study of the

patterns of gesture, or, more technically ex-

pressed, a study of the intra-individual con-
sistency in expressive movement. Can all the distine-
tive body movements of an individual be correlated?
Can the same story be read in the way he walks ; esti-
mates weights, sizes, distances; draws; and writes?
A number of unusual experiments conducted by the
authors throw light on this problem. With their
highly significant conclusions they are reported in
the first part of this book.

The second part of the volume investigates the
specific problem of handwriting and personality, ap-
proaching a familiar idea in a new way. It makes
two valuable contributions. In the first place it gives
a critical summary, which is much needed, of the
status of experimental graphology today. In the
second place it presents several original experiments
in which the services of a score of professional graph-
ologists were secured, which by rigidly controlled
methods study the agreement between psychological
and graphological diagnoses or analyses of person-
ality. A final chapter draws the two parts of the
book together.

To be published in January
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