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T H E  IMPORTANCE O F  CLINICAL PATHOLOGY 

T O  MODERN MEDICINE1 


By Dr. THOMAS B. MAGATH 

SECTION ON CLINICAL PATHOLOGY, THE MAYO CLINIC, ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA 

BEFOREan audience composed of members and 
friends of the American Society of Clinical Patholo- 
gists, i t  would indeed be like carrying "owls to 
Athens" to pay a tribute to the subject of clinical 
pathology. I n  thjs day and time one may take f o r  
granted that all realize and appreciate somewhat the 
value of clinical pathology to the science of medicine. 
The subject which will be taught i n  these magnificent 
laboratories erected by the Louisiana State University 
is not only impoptant to medicine but is  a t  least of 
sufficient importance to mankind to have justified the 
expenditure of the large sum it represents to provide 
suitable rooms f o r  +he courses of study that will be 
given here. 

1 Read at  the dedication o f  the new clinical pathologi- 
cal laboratory of the Medical Center of the Louisiana 
State University and Charity Hospital, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, May 9, 1932. 

At  the outset one must make clear what is meant 
by clinical pathology, f o r  even now divergent ideas 
are  held as  to the limits of the field. 

From time to time some difference of opinion arises 
among laboratory men as  to the definition of '(clinical 
pathologist" a s  distinct f rom "pathologist," o r  shall 
we say, "common pathologist." No one has furnished 
us with a satisfactory disltinction between these spe- 
cialists, which leads one to suspect that they belong 
to lthe same brood, and f o r  my part  I am quite willing 
to include in this brood ,any one with a medical degree, 
whose subsequent training and praetice make him 
proficient in  any medical laboratory specialty. Every 
one who studies or investigates materials derived from 
patients deals with clinical material, and if he  be 
qualified in ,any of the several fields of pathology he 
is a clinical pathologist. Therefore, what I have to 
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N e w  Lea & Febider Text-books-
New Work Just  Ready I New Work Just Ready 

and Toxicology 
A selected Laboratory Course 

By HENRY G. BARBOUR, A.B., M.D. 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 

12m0, 141 pages, interleaved, illustrated 
L imp  binding, $2.75, net 

THIS selected laboratory course is based on 
twenty years of successful experience and 

is restricted to the limited time usually allotted. 
Every experiment is suitable for the beginner, 
neither expensive nor elaborate apparatus is 
required, and the clinical bearings are indicated 
throughout. 

Internal Medicine 
ITS THEORY AND PRACTICE 

I n  Contributions by  American Authors 

Edited by JOHN H. MUSSER 
B.S., M.D., F.A.C.P. 

Professor of Medicine in the Tulane University of 
Louisiana School of Medicine, New Orleans, La. 

Octavo, 1316 pages, illustrated 
Cloth, $10.00, net  

TWENTY-SEVEN recognized authorities, 
each holding a professorial position in a 

prominent medical school, contribute to this 
work. I t  will give the student an authoritative 
source of information and help him to acquire 
a grasp of the present-day conception of disease. 

L E A  & F E B I G E R  Washington Square 

Please send me books checked: 
P H I L A D E L P H I A  
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