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P a r t  I1 Civil Tables already issued. There are  special 
sections on deaths, marriages, births, stillbirths, esti- 
mated population, vital statistics fo r  Great Britain 
and Ireland, Legitimacy Act (re-registrations), Adop- 
tion of Children Act (registration) and electors (Par-  
liamentary and Local Government). The population 
at the middle of the yeas was estima.ted at. 39,806,000 
persons. This estimate was largely confirmed by the 
result of the census in  April of the following year, 
the  provisional figure of the census a t  that later date 
being 39,947,931. The estimated figure of 39,806,000 
was made up  of 19,075,000 niales and 20,731,000 
females. This excess in the number of females is not 
distributed evenly over the various ages, being most 
marked i n  the age groups between 30 and 55. The 
birth rate was 16.3, thus equalling the rate fo r  the 
previous year, which was the Iowest recorded i n  this 
country since the establishment of civil registration. 
The marriage rate  was 15.8 persons married per  
1,000 of the population, remaining the same as fo r  
the previous year, which was the highest recorded 
since 1921. The death rate was l l .4 ,  compared with 
13.4 fo r  1929, which had a high rate, owing to the 
severe weather of the spring period. The rate of 11.4 
was the lowest death rate on record. The death rate 
under 1 year of age was 60 per  1,000 live ,births, 
which is the lowest f i g u ~ e  recorded, and 5 per 1,000 
below the previous record of 65 for  1928. The rate  
f o r  deaths of mother,^ from childbirth fo r  1930 was 
4.40 per  1,000 live births against 4.33 for  the previous 
year. The higher figure is owing to a rise i n  the rate 
f o r  puerperal sepsis, the figure f o r  "other puerperal 
causes" showing a slight decrease. I t  is suggested 
that this may be associated with the lower birth rate, 
giving a greater proportion of cases of first-born 
children, with its consequent slight increase of risk, 
thus masking any reduction achieved as a result of 
maternal welfare schemes. The deaths ascribed to 
cancer during 1930 numbered 57,883 (26,916 males 
and 30,967 females). These numbers are the highest 
pet recorded, but when standardized, the rates are 
103 for  males and 99 for  females per  100,000 living, 
compared with 103 and 100, respectively, f o r  the 
preceding year. The death rate fo r  diabetes fo r  each 
sex is slightly lower than in 1929, but, except fo r  
1929, is higher than f o r  several years past. F'oIIow-
ing on a n  examination of the figures i n  the 1924 
volume f o r  "crushing by motor vehicles," statistics 
are given of the differences in 1930, which was the 
last year before the new Road Traffic Act (1930) 
came into force. The rate of mortality was more 
than twice that fo r  1924, and almost eight times the 
rate f o r  1911. Tables which relate to the six years 
1925-30 exhibit the increasing mortality especially 

associated with motor-cycle accidents, and give the 
number of deaths, with the age groups of the persons, 
and the types of motor vehicles conoerned. 

DR. SVEN HEDIN'S E X P E D I T I O N  I N  

C E N T R A L  ASIA 


DR. SVEN HEDIX'S expedition in  Central Asia, ac-
cording to the London Times,which quotes from the 
Academia,Berlin, is now working i n  several separate 
parties. One section, to which the Swedish explorers, 
Dr. Nils Ambolt and Dr. Erik Norin, are  attached, 
early this year undertook a journey through north- 
western Tibet, hoping to penetrate and chart an en- 
tirely unexplored territory. Dr. Norin has now sent 
to Dr. Sven Hedin in Berlin a wireless message via 
Peshawar as follo~vs: 

In  April I traveled over the Karatagh Pass and Aksai 
Chin to the Karakorums. At the beginning of May, 
according to program, I met Dr. Ambolt and the main 
convoy. On May 9 I left the convoy again, and with my 
own separate convoy continued in a northeasterly direc- 
tion, touching a t  Camps 15 and 20 established by you 
in 1907. From your Camp No. 34 we moved into un- 
known territory and reached Ustuntagh after a difficult 
trek. I n  that region I lost my whole convoy, but was 
able to save the scientific records of our journey. I my-
seIf am in good health and all my people are alive. 

Dr. Hedin comments on this journey as  follows: 

I knew that Dr. Norin was planning to reach the 
Karskorums by way of the Xaratagh, and that he had 
taken a small convoy to Aksai Chin. He and Dr. Ambolt 
wanted to discover as much unknown land as possible. 
Evidently the journey through my 1907 camps to the 
north served the purpose of gaining geological data from 
the whole Kun-Lun mountain range. I t  is clear that the 
convoy was lost in this unknown territory, probably dur- 
ing a very difficult trek. Dr. Norin has lost all his ani- 
mals, and saved only himself, his porters and his scien- 
tific notes. He has asked for support and for his mail 
to be sent to the Swedish Mission a t  Kashgar, and seems 
to have formed new plans for the exact geological ex-
amination of Northern Tibet. 

A report received by Dr. Sven Hedin from the other 
expedition working in this region, under Dr. Ambolt, 
states that he had moved eastwards from Lighten 
Lake, in Northwest Tibet, in the direction of Termilik, 
and had crossed and mapped the hitherto unknown 
Kun-Lun area. Termilik lies south of the Lop-nor, 
the mysterious lake which the Sven Hedin Expedition 
of last year revisited. Dr. AmboIt proposes to cross 
the great belt to the Central Asian Desert. This 
second expedition is expected to arrive in  Peking a t  
the end of November. 


