
ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE 
INaccordance mith prescribed routine, the undcr- 

signed inrites the attention of zoologists to the fact 
that appllcatioil has been nlade to the Ii~ternational 
Comlnission on Zoological Sorizenclature to suspend 
the Rules and to place i n  the Official List of Generic 
Names-

Ltptdocyclf?ta Gumbel, 1868, type (1898) A7tr?~zmul~tes 
?i~ar~ielli;objecti~e synonym Cyclostf171on Ehrenberg, 
3856, t jpe S.?,tantellz; 

Lytoceras Xuess, 1865, gellotype dnzmonites fil~bbriatzrs 
Solverby; and 

0pillcera.s Griesbacli, 1880, genotype, 0. t;beficziln 
Griesbach. 

These cases will be held open until about July 1, 
1033, to enable zoologists to subrnit lo the coinmission 
their opinions, f o r  o r  against the proposition. 

C. T1'. STILES, 
Secretary 

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 
Elcnze~zts of Geophysics as AppliecT to E~plo,-atiolzs Horvever, several slips detected by the reviewer in 

for  J i i n e ~ a b ,  Oil axd Gas. By DR. RICHARDfields with mhich he happens to be familiar illustrate 
~ I B X O X N ,G6ttingen. Translated by Nargaret C. 
Cobb, PILD., Se7i7 York. XcGrarv-1511 Book CO. 

THIS book is a trailslation of A ~ b r o l l n ' ~  ('Methoden 
del- allgelr-andten Geophysik," published a t  Dresden 
and L e i p i g  in 1926. The attentive reader of either 
the oTiginal or of the translation mill learn much about 
the nzanv branches of geophpsics, both of their scien- 
tific foundations and of their commercial applications, 
for, as  appears from the title, the latter phase of the 
subject is the main subject of the book; the fonnda- 
tions are treated only because they are a necessary 
preliminary. The1 are, however, adequately treated. 

The reader of this book must not expect, however, 
that a stucly of it, liowerer careful, even when accom- 
panied by a further study of the numerous books and 
articles to mhich reference is made in the text, will 
put  the reader in a position successfully to undertake 
prospectirig fo r  oil, gas or minerals. The author 
expressly disclaims any such purpose or power. The 
reasons a re  not f a r  to seek. Cieophysical prospecting, 
though based on a scientific foundation, is to sollie 
extent an ar t  and can not be learned wholly froin 
books but needs practice o r  personal contact with a 
teachey, or both. Furthermore, since geophysical 
prospecting is pursued priinarily fo r  profit, the meth- 
ods used arid results obtained are  seldom published in 
detail. This is a loss to science, f o r  the same niethods 
that jield results of commercial ~ a l u e  might be ex-
pected to yield also results of scientific value, and 
the "pure" scientist may not unnaturally be eni-ious 
of the large sums devoted to coinmercial work in com- 
parison with the meager pittances doled out to re-
search f o r  its own sake. 

These ideas, however, lead us  a little aside from the 
book under reviev,. The author's rianle and position is 
a guarantee that the facts are  conlpetently presented. 
( H e  is one of the editors of the Ergu+wz~zzgsheftefiir 
a~~gewuszdle~sGeophysik, published in connection with 
GerZa~zcZs Beieitrtige zur Geophysik, and the niariager 
of a concern engaged in coillmercial prospecting. 

the practical irnpossibilitg of being infallible over the 
wide range of subjects embraced under the general 
heading of geophysics. F o r  instance, in Chapter 11 
the n~luerical  7 slues give11 as  those of dg/dz (g  = aC-
eeleration of gravity, z = distance along the vertical) 

1ase really ~ a l u e s  of d g / d z ,  except f o r  an error in the 
R 


position of the decimal point due to a slip in  repro- 
ducing the figures i n  Messerschmitt's ~ ~ r o r k ,from 
which the figures were taken ancl in which the decimal 
point is correctly placed and the quantity correctly 
designated, though not with all the clearness that 
might be desired. I n  one instance Slesserschmitt's 
0.000 000 196 is ehangecl to  0.000 00 296, apparentlv 
to agree better mith the other figures in the table. 
Nevertheless 1and not 2 is the correct figure for  the 
cluantity intended and the slip in regard to the decimal 
point has just been noted. Incideritally recurved d ( d )  
fo r  partial derlvatii-es is riot used anywhere, so that 
the formulas contairiing partial derivatives look as if 
they might hare appeared in an English work of a 
hundred years ago. 

I n  Chapter I1 also there is sonie confusion between 
the elevatiorl of the geoid above the spheroid and the 
errors introduced by anomalies in gravity into the 
elevat~oris above sea-level deduced by spirit lexeling. 
The former may be fairly considerable, perhaps some 
tens of meters, the latter only a fraction of a meter. 
I n  Chapter I11 the vessel of the Carnegie Iristitution 
of Sliashington that preceded the non-magnetic Car-
~zcgieis called the Galzleo. This is a very appropriate 
name for  a vessel engaged in scientific x-ork, but as 
a matter of fact she was named the Galilee. These 
instances of error of varying degrees of importance 
inay serve to put  the reader on his guard against 
placing a too iinplicit faith in the literal exact~iess 
of every statemerit made. 

The bibliographicd references are abundant and 
constitute one of the most useful features of the 


