
I t  is characteristic of the nlan that he has left pro- 
vision in his will f o r  a fund the purpose of which will 
be the advancement of knowledge with regard to the 
('relationship of cons:iousness and the physical 
~vorld." 

His  was an extraordinary combination of the 
theoretical and the practical. The theoretiaal scien- 
tists respected him because of his technological 
achie~ements, while technologists admired him for  his 
vast fund of theoretical knowledge. The only gap in 
hi. intellectual inventory was the humanistic sphere, 
including the esthetic and historical foundations. His  
practical sense reached out even into the business 
world, although his ambitions were ne\-er high in that 
direction. 

Dr. Leonard Thompson Troland was born in  Sor -  
with, Connecticut, on April 26. 18S9, the son of Ed- 
~ r i n  and Adelaide Elizabeth O'Brien Troland. After 
graduating from the JIalden High School, he entered 
the hIassachusetts Institute of Technology, receiving 
his degree in 1912. Continuing his studies in the 
Harvard Psychological Laboratorv under Sliinster-
berg, he obtained his A.M. degree in  1914 and the 
doctorate in 1915. EIe was awarded a Sheldon 
traveling fellowship from Harvard for  1915-16, en-
gaging in optical research a t  the Nela Research 
Laboratory of the General Electric Company a t  Cleve- 
land. 

Returning to Harvard in 1916, he served for  a 
year as  fellow in psychical research, working on the 
problem of telepathy, the results of which turned out 
to be negative. From 1916 to 1922 he was instructor 
in psycho log^ at  Harvard University and then was 
promoted to assistant profeasor. Since 1929 he func- 
tioned as a lecturer a t  IIarvard, directing research for  
the most par t  in vision, although he had been offered 
an associate professorsliip, provided he ~vould devote 
all his time to his acadetnic duties. 

Besides numerous papers in  technical periodicals, 
Dr. Troland was the author of "The Nature of Mat- 
ter and Electricity" (in collaboration with Dr. Daniel 
F. Comstock), 1917; ('The Present Status of Visual 
Science,'' 1922; '(The hlystery of JIind," 1925; "The 
Fundamentals of Human SIotivation," 1928; '(The 
Principles of Psychoph~siologj " in four  volumes, the 
fourth of which is now in the hands of the pub- 
lishers. I t  is a t  least con~oling to think that this last 
work, his mag,zzm opzrs, was completed before the 
fatal accident. H e  also participated in  the transla- 
tion of Helmholtz's ('Handbuch cier phpsiologischen 
Optik" into English. 

Troland was a member or fellow of about a dozen 
learned societies and president of the Optical Society 
of America in  1922-23. His marriage to  Miss 
Florence Rogers Crockford, who survives him, took 
place in 1924. There was no issue. 

Among the qualities which stand out in Troland's 
personality are his grim determination and industrp, 
his unpretentiousness, even temper and friendship. 
H e  could ~vork  for  1 2  to 15 hours at  a stretch and 
j e t  \vas never seen hurq ing .  His unassuming, al-
though by no means submissive or meek, approach 
was noticeable in  all his contacts. JTithout looking 
for  causes or individuals upon ~vhom to lavish kind- 
ness, he was always accommodating and obliging to 
students as well as to associates. 

I n  spite of the ~vell-knorvn popular belief about 
the irascibility of reddish-haired people, I never saw 
him display the slightest distemper but once, and that 
was when some one was tampering with the tools i n  
the mechanic's shop of the psychological laboratory, 
I n  discussion, he was delightful, because he never 
ahor~red the least impatience if his ~ i e a  s were criticized, 
and furthermore was the first to admit difficulties. Ap-
parently he believed with Horace that "The vise man 
continues unmoved." 

Beneath an unruffled and phlegmatic exterior there 
stirred a consuming ambition. Although his prac-
tical knowledge of German was limited, he once 
undertook to translate one of his articles f o r  a Ger- 
tnan periodical in his youthful ncs~cetithat submitting 
a manuscript in  the foreign original was a handicap 
to its being published. His emotionality instead of 
being directed against man was spent on intractable 
matter. To turn shapeless material into an efficient 
d e v i c e t h a t  is what fascinated him. His  native wit 
w s  peculiar to the stock from which he was 
descended, ?;is.,Scotch-Irish. H e  could see a humor- 
ous side in almost everything; and was amused by 
situations at  which many others ~vould chafe. This 
and the fact that he never took himself too seriously 
are proof that he possessed a genuine sense of humor. 

3 s  a psychologist, c o n t r a q  to ~ v h a t  might have been 
expected of a man v7ho was so immersed in psycho- 
physiological research, he belonged to the traditional 
school. On more than one occasion he exposed the 
one-sidednesz of behavioristic contentions. His doc- 
trine of motivation was based on the pleasure-pain 
principle, which according to him was further 
grounded in chatlge of conductance in  the sj-nergic 
field. I n  ethics he was a hedonist of the utilitarian 
type. On the nletaphysical issue, he sponsored the 
philoaophp of pspchical monism, or, as  he sometimes 
called it, paraphysical n~onism. His  idealism, ho~i-- 
ever, did not c a r v  with it  any tlleistic inlplications. 
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RECENT DEATHS 
DR. GEORGEK. BURGESS,director of the Bureau of 

Standards, died on Julv 2 at  the age of fifty-eight 
years. 
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ICUKZ, mineralogist, expert 
in gems, and vice-president of Tiffany and Company, sive duplicate series of his enormous collections have 
K e ~ v  York, died on Jnne 29, in his seventv-sixth Tear. been clistribnted to botanical institutions all over the 

world. ,Few individuals in any country have pre-

DR. GEORGE FREDERICK reau of Science for  over thirty years, and the exten- 

n11ssADELAIDEAUES, research assistant a t  the I-far- pared such series of herbariLlm species as 
vard College Observatory, mas dro~vned in Syuanl has Ramos.,. 
Lake, Laconia, Sew I-fan~pshire, on Jnne  27. 

JOHNWALTER GREGORY, professor of geology a t  
d CORRESPONDENT m i t e s :  '(11fr. JIasiino Rainos, of the University of Glasgom and head of a British sci- 

the Bureau of Science, Manila, died of malaria at  entific mission studying Anclean geological f ~ ~ ~ l i a t i o n s ,  
Buayan, Cotabato Province, llindanao, a t  the age of x7as dro~vnecl on Jnne 2 \\?hen his canoe capsized in the 
fifty years, on May 11, ~vhile engaged in field work. Urubainba River. Dr. Gregory x7as sixty-eight years 
Mr. Rainos served as botanicsll collector f o r  the Bn- old. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
T H E  INTERNATIONAL GEOLOGICAL gold snpply in respect to stndies on currency by one 

CONGRESS of its conmnlittees. 

DR. TI7. C. MENDEXHALL,director of the I T .  S .  By concentrating on special topics, x7orlc1 facts are 
Geological Survey, has given a statenlent to a repre- assembled and made available. Resources can be ap-  
sentative of the Cr. S.Deilg in ~vhich he says that praised and inelustry can be informeel, so that plans 

in spite of the Llncertain means of financing the Inter- for the future in respect to conlpetition ancl distri- 

national Geological Congress, the coin~nittee on organ- bution lnay be worked out intelligently. 

ization is formLllating plans to  hold a next The ilmerican coinnlittee on organization has as its 

year, althoLlgh it  nlay be a sinall one. Since 1878, honorary president, Mr. I-foover. I n  addition to sup- 

eminent geologists of the T%70rlcl have been assembling plyillg the general secretary, Dr. IT. C. i\Iendenhall, 

periodically in first one country and then another to the Geological Snrvey is also represented by H. G. 

discuss the mineral resources of the lI,orld. ~t has Fergnson ancl 51. I. Goldman, who serve as  assistant 
heen the for foreign governments to recog- secretaries. Honorary vice-presidents of the com-

nize the congress through action, and mittee inclnde: The Secretary of State, the Secretary 

give official and melcolne to the delegates of the Interior, the director of the Geological Survey, 

from all par ts  of the world. the president of the Geological Society of America, 

~~~~t ~ ~ i t ~ i ~  has heen host three times, F~~~~~the president of the American Sssociation of Petro- 
leum Geologists, the president of the Alnerican In-twice, \\?bile canada, lfexico, sII,eden, ~ ~spain,~ ~ i ~ , 


~ ~and sonth ~ ~ f are ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~stitute of Xining and ;\1etallurgical Engineers, and 
l i alnongi those \\.hich ~ 
have been hosts a t  one or another tilne. It mas felt the president of 'cadenly Sciences. 

by the Americans a t  the last session of the congress THE TWELFTH BIENNIAL CONCLAVE OF 
that it  ~ v a s  time for  this country to be host; hence a A L P H A  C H I  SIGMA 
proposal to hold the congress here mas made. THE t~velfth biennial conclave of Alpha Chi Sigma, 

Because of the economic situation the congress as professional chemical fraternity, mas held from June  
deferred one year, and the tentative date is now set 13 to 17 on the campus of the University of Mary-
for  the sunliner of 1933. A bill before congress call- lancl. Convention headquarters were at  the Phi  Delta 
ing for  $55,000 to cover the costs has been killeel; Theta House, meetings were held in the auditorimn of 
hence official aid can harclly be expected no~v. the chemistry bnilding, the delegates housed in the 

The meeting of morld geologists from time to time university dormitories, and meals were served a t  the 
is concerned with industry and international under- Lord Calvert Inn. The largest attendance in the his- 
standing on ~vorlcl mineral resources. Snch resources tory of the fraternity \\?as recorded. 
as  coal, gold and similar commodities of international The conclave x7as featured by alternating half-day 
importance have been discussecl, ancl the potential bnsincss sessions with half-day pleasure intervals such 
wealth of the world in respect to their fnture use as trips to Mt. Vernon, Arlington, in ancl about Wash- 
has been set forth in  papers ~vhich are  the final ~vord  ington, Annapolis and the Bureau of Standards. One 
on the subject. half day mas devoted to sports and a inodel initiation 

At the last congress, gold x7as the topic under study. was conducted by Alpha Rho, University of l l a ry-
The Leagne of Nations called for  the published pro- land, one of the host chapters. A reception, a dance 
ceedings fo r  purposes of considering the potential and a banquet Rere also included. 


