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with his great knowledge of languages and absolute
command of the matter in hand, left an indelible im-
pression on the minds of all. Thus he contributed
greatly to the unifying of botanical nomenclature, and
his services at the memorable congress held at Cam-
bridge, England, in 1930 will long be gratefully re-
membered.

The Committee of Swiss botanists consisting of
Messrs. Christ, Hochreutiner, Oechslin, Riibel, Schinz,
Schroter and Wilezek, plan to provide a bronze bust
of Dr. Briquet to be placed in the Conservatoire bo-
tanique in Geneva, along with those of Vaucher, De
Candolle, Boissier, Ascherson, Engler and others who
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very materially advanced the interests of the institu-
tion to which Dr. Briquet himself contributed in so
large a degree. It is estimated that approximately
$1,000 will be needed for this most worthy memorial.
The committee fully realizes the difficulty it faces in
raising the necessary amount at this time, and ex-
presses the hope that American botanists will gener-
ally subseribe to the project, in order that the task of
establishing the memorial may be consummated with-
out delay. Subscriptions may be sent to M. le Prof.
Wilezek, Palais de Rumine, Musée botanique, Lau-
sanne, Switzerland. E. D. MERRILL
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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

BIRTH RATES AND DEATH RATES

THE Metropolitan Life Insurance Company has
made public the following facts in regard to the
decline of the birth rate:

In twenty-four out of forty-two of the world’s large
cities the birth rate declined more than 5 per cent. in
1931 as compared with 1930.

The ten large German cities all showed declines of
more than 10 per cent. in live births in 1931 over
1930. In Berlin the birth rate last year reached the
low figure of 8.7 per 1,000, the lowest figure for any
of the Geerman cities having a population of 500,000
and over and one of the lowest birth rates for any
city in the world. The 1931 birth rate in Berlin was
the lowest in the history of that city and may be com-
pared with the rates of 11.2, 17.5 and 11.4 per 1,000
prevailing in Berlin in 1925, 1920 and 1915, respeec-
tively. In Dresden and Frankfort the birth rate fell
below 10 per 1,000 for the first time in the peace-time
history of these two cities.

Every one of the fourteen large American cities
recorded a drop in the birth rate during 1931. The
decline was 22 per cent. in Boston and 17 per cent.
in Detroit. The only large city in the United States
with a birth rate over 20 per 1,000 was Pittsburgh,
and there the rate declined more than 6 per cent.
from the 1930 figure.

A favorable record was registered for mortality
during 1931 in these world cities. All the German
cities had either a substantially lower death rate in
1931 than in 1930 or else a stationary death rate. In
Breslau and Frankfort the decline in mortality during
1931 was greater than 10 per cent. Munich, Leipzig
and Dresden had declines of between 5 and 10 per
cent. The Berlin death rate was unchanged.

Among fourteen of our American cities slight in-
creases in the death rate were observed for five cities
and decreases for six, with Detroit and Milwaukee

leading in the latter classification. How much of the
decline in mortality, -as well as in the number of
births, in Detroit was due to the emigration of per-
sons by reason of the prevailing unemployment con-
ditions is not known. The death rate in New York
City showed a very small increase, less than 1 per
cent. during 1931.

World economic conditions during 1931 affected

_chiefly the birth rate, and this may be a side effect of

prevailing world conditions upon the marriage rate.
The extent to which declining marriages in 1930 and
1931 affected first births, the crude birth rates and
infant mortality rates in 1931 ean not as yet be deter-
mined from the figures at hand. Death rates and
infant mortality rates have not shown as yet any
definite effect of the economiec situation.

INVESTIGATION OF THE WOODS OF THE
WORLD

A systEMATIC investigation of the woods of the en-
tire world by the International Association of Wood
Anatomists is now well advanced, according to a state-
ment made public by the secretary-treasurer, Pro-
fessor Samuel J. Record, of the Yale School of For-
estry, who recently announced the results of a confer-
ence, held in New Haven, of representatives of the
Bussey Institution and the biological laboratories of
Harvard University, the botanical department of Cor-
nell University, and the forestry department of Yale.
The organization has a membership of fifty investi-
gators in eighteen different countries under the direc-
tion of an executive council of eleven members of
eight nationalities.

The largest and most comprehensive collection of
woods in existence at present is at the Yale School of
Forestry. It contains over 21,000 fully eatalogued
samples representing over 6,000 named species of
about 2,000 different genera. Cuttings large enough



