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ASTRONOMY’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE STREAM
OF HUMAN THOUGHT*

By President D. W. MOREHOUSE
DRAKE UNIVERSITY

Contemplated as one grand whole, Astronomy is the
most beautiful monument of the human mind, the noblest
record of its intelligence.—Laplace.

TuE development of human thought frequently has
been compared with the formation of a great river.
No single source ecan be named as the origin. Numer-
ous streams from wholly- different sources flowing in
diametrically opposite directions converge to give it
being. Not infrequently it is difficult to determine
which is the main stream and which is the tributary.

The changes in its eourse can not be detected from
up-stream. It turns back upon itself at the most un-
expected moment and winds in and out among
barriers which for the moment seem absolutely insur-
mountable. As it widens, it becomes shallow and its

1 Address of the retiring vice-president and chairman

of Section D-—Astronomy, American Association for the
Advancement of Science, New Orleans, December, 1931,

banks less distinet until new acecretions cut deep
gorges in the rocks of ignorance. Spring floods, too,
have their analogy in the stream of thought. Samuel
Butler’s warning in Erewhon, “Woe to him who
tampers with the banks while the flood is flowing,”
has been exemplified too frequently in astronomy.

CosMOLOGY

As the various races emerge from their primitive
concepts of cosmology, we find some far in advance
of others. For example, the Hebrews and the Greeks
have been held up to us from time immemorial as
the greatest peoples of their time. The Hebrews ex-

celled in their conception of the things of the spirit,
and the Greeks in art, science and philosophy. The
Hebrews, having little interest in science, disentangled
religion from pseudo-science and crude materialism.
The Greeks, with their transecendent genius, founded
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New McGraw-Hill Books

Pratt’s THE
MEANING of MUSIC

A Study in Psychological Aesthetics

By Carroll C. Pratt, Assistant Professor
of Psychology and Tutor in the Division
of Philosophy in Harvard College. 253
pages, 5x 73. $2.00

This book by one who is both psychologist and
musician aims to discover the source of music’s
wide appeal. In supporting the thesis that,
more than any other art, music is a language
of emotion, the author goes deeply into the
materials and forms of musie, presenting
thoughtful approach to many topics of interest
to the psychologist, the aesthetician, and the
musician.

Bentley and
Humphreys’

SNOW CRYSTALS

By W. A. Bentley and W. J. Humphreys.
227 pages, 9x12, reproductions of over
2000 photomicrographs. $10.00

This book makes generally available a repre-
sentative selection of more than 2000 photo-
micrographs of snow ecrystals and kindred
forms of water. These are from the collection
of W. A. Bentley who has specialized in the
making of these photographs for more than 40
years. Introduectory text matter by W. J.
Humphreys gives the procedure followed in
making the photographs and other interesting
facts regarding them.

Achilles’ PSYCHOL-
OGY AT WORK

By Lois Hayden Meek, Floyd H. All-
port, Morris S. Viteles, Walter R. Miles,
Arthur I. Gates, Arnold Gesell, Mark A.
May. Edited by Paul S. Achilles.
Whittlesey House Publication. 260 pages,

3 x 83, $2.50

The purpose of this book is to give a well-
rounded picture of the practical uses to which
psychology is being put in such fields as in-
dustry, child training, the professions and
political science. Seven interesting, non-techni-
cal articles—lectures delivered under the
auspices of the Psychological Corporation, by
well-known psychologists—give the reader a
cross-section of this science in its newer, fuller
aspects. This book is the Scientific Book Club
gelection for January.

Chapman’s
ANIMAL ECOLOGY

With Special Reference to Insects

By Royal N. Chapman, Dean of the
Graduate School of Tropical Agriculture
and Director of the Pineapple Experi-
ment Station, TUniversity of Hawaii;
Formerly Professor of Zoology and
Entomology, University of Minnesota.
McGraw-Hill Publications in the Zo-
ological Sciences. 464 pages, 6x 9, illus-
trated. $4.00

This book brings together in a formal and
logical statement the various and diverse ma-
terials embraced by the subject of ecology.
The viewpoint is quantitative and experimental;
the object is not only to call attention to what
has been done in the past, but to point out the
field in which there is a reasonable prospect of
advance in the future.

Send for copies on approval

McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, Inc.

New York

330 West 42nd Street
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