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greatest pressure-namely, February to April, 1932. 
Attention is drawn to the assistance which the public, 
especially parents, can give. Despite much propa- 
ganda, the belief persists that measles can be lightly 
treated without medical and nursing assistance; yet 
during the last four years measles has caused eight 
times as many deaths as scarlet fever, and one and a 
half times as many as diphtheria. The deaths from 
measles in London are diminishing, however, as seen 
from the figures for recent quinquenniums : 

Important points in mitigating the effects of an 
epidemic are: (1) to niake every effort to postpone 
contraction of the disease until after the third or fifth 
year, because the younger the child the greater is the 
risk of serious illness; (2) to secure adequate med- 
ical, nursing and hygienic care; (3) to have regard to 
the fact that measles is particularly fatal among chil- 
dren under-nourished or living under unfavorable 
conditions. 

WEATHER CONDITIONS IN THE NORTH 
POLAR REGIONS 

PLANS for intensive study of weather conditions in 
the North Polar regions during 1932, designed to pro- 
vide comprehensive information on air movenlents and 
other meteorological data as  a basis for improvement 
of weather forecasting, were developed a t  the recent 
conference of the executive council of the Interna- 
tional Meteorological Organization in Locarno, Switz- 
erland. According to Dr. C. W. ilxarvin, chief of the 
United States Weather Bureau, who gave the infor- 
mation-to a representative of the U.  S. Daily, the 
program is to be carried on by practically every 
country with possessions in the northern hemisphere. 

Plans originally developed for the studies included 
establishment of additional weather observatories in 
the Arctic regions. Some of these mill be provided, 
but economic conditions have been such that some 
of the governments involved have had to curtail their 
plans. Ilowever, additional observations are to be 
made a t  stations already existing where new stations 
can not be established, and every available means to 
increase information on polar conditions will be used. 

Canada is to establish additional stations in the 
northern regions. The Gnited States already had 
provided extra funds for studies in Alaska, pri-
marily with a view to development of airways, so 
increased funds probably will not be asked. Russia, 
Norway, Sweden, Greenland and other northerly na- 
tions are cooperating. 

The objective is to discover the laws of physics 
in the atmosphere and of its great, general circula- 

tion. Information is wanted on the atmosphere from 
pole to pole. Whether or not the information ob- 
tained will enable extension of the period for which 
weather forecasts can be made accurately can not yet 
be foretold. 

T H E  WILD-LIFE PROBLEM O F  THE 
NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

AS the first step toward correlating and solving the 
wild-life problem of the growing national park sys- 
tem, three representatives of the park service of the 
University of California, Joseph Dixon, economic 
mammalogist; George M. Wright, alumnus of the 
University of California, and Ben H. Thompson, 
alumnus of Stanford University, are preparing an in- 
ventory and preliminary report which has necessi-
tated more than two years of study and 43,000 miles 
of travel through thirteen parks in this country and 
four in Canada. 

Among the recommendations of the survey are: (1) 
the future restoration of exterminated species of birds 
and animals, such as wild turkey in parks of the 
Southwest, and niountain sheep in Yosemite; (2) de-
velopment of protection for species which are threat- 
ened with extinction, such as the trumpeter swan of 
Yellowstone; (3) control of species which have be- 
come too abundant through increase in food supply 
or disappearance of natural enemies, such as deer in 
Yosemite and the Kaibab, and bear in the Yellow- 
stone; (4) fixing of boundaries in present and future 
parks to include winter as well as summer range and 
protection for animals; and (5) overcoming conflict 
between wild-life species, or between wild-life and 
humans, such as the eating of planted fish by birds, 
and the encroachment of bears and skunks on human 
habitations. 

The suggestion that such a survey be made came 
from Mr. Wright while he was serving as an as-
sistant park naturalist in Yosemite. To overcome 
possible difficulties he volunteered to sponsor the sur- 
vey until the government is in a position to take it 
over. 

The ultimate purpose of the survey, after determin- 
ing the immediate wild-life problems of national 
parks in order of urgency, is to assist Director Al- 
bright in formulating a definite wild-life policy to 
maintain the parks in as near to their original condi- 
tion as possible through future generations. I n  ad- 
dition i t  will p r o ~ i d e  the necessary data for the use 
of the director in organizing a permanent wild-life di- 
vision in the National Park Service. 

RETIREMENT O F  DR. CHARLES WARDELL 
STILES 

DR. CHARLES WARDELL STILES, who was retired 
from active duty in the U. S. Public Health Service 
on October 1, 1931, was tendered a farewell dinner 


