362

wide and ten feet long, and was painted for the
building by painters at the service building of the
university a year or so ago. It recalls the fact that
Colonel Lindbergh was enrolled in the college of en-
gineering at the University of Wisconsin some years
ago.

THE CANAL ZONE EXPERIMENT GARDENS

‘WirE the slow but constant inerease in the develop-
ment of agriculture in the Republic of Panama,
there should be a considerable amount of interest in
the “Annual Report of the Canal Zone Experiment
Gardens,” according to the Panama Star and Herald,
an official publication of the Panama Canal.

The experiment gardens were established several
years ago, and prior to that time practically nothing
had been done in the matter of the scientific develop-
ment of agriculture on the Isthmus. The gardens
have been operated on a most modest secale and em-
phasis has been laid on the development of trees
and vines, fruits and flowers, as well as the so-called
economic plants. As to the relatively unimportant
matter of plants and flowers, the situation was well
" summed up by Dr. Paul C. Standley, who said, in
speaking of flora of the Canal Zone: “There is prob-
‘ably no region of Central America which exhibits so
medioere a selection of horticultural or ornamental
plants as does this part of Panama. Scarcely one
garden plant of any special interest is seen about
Panama City, all those planted being the most ordi-
‘nary and wide-spread tropical ornamentals.”

All that has been changed and the experiment
gardens have provided hundreds of new varieties
gathered from many remote parts of the world.

As an example of the work being done, reference
may be made to the introduction, propagation and
dissemination of the varieties of sugar cane. The
report points out that the sugar industry in Panama
is at present suffering much from the mosaic dis-
ease and other pests, and that there is a need of
varieties of cane resistant to this disease and also of
higher sugar-yielding eapacity.

To meet this need the gardens introduced many
varieties of cane, including a number that have proved
satisfactory in other countries. During the last year
sample lots for testing under plantation eonditions
have been distributed without charge to cane growers
in the republic. New varieties are constantly being
received and developed. The same work is being done
with rice—great quantities of which are imported into
Panama.

While emphasis is placed on the development of
those things which give most promise of producing
economic results, the ornamental plants and trees are
not being overlooked, and many new varieties, hith-
erto unknown to the Isthmus, are being constantly
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introduced and developed. Mention might also be
made of the strides which have been made in the sci-
entific development of the avoecado, the mango, the
pineapple, the banana and even the fig.

Just recently Governor Roosevelt, of Porto Rico,
pointed out the great advantages which would result
from the establishment by the government of the
United States of extensive agricultural experiment
stations in the tropies. Both the necessity and the
advantages of such outlying stations ean not be over-
estimated.

The valuable work which has been started at the
Canal Zone Experiment Gardens at Summit might
well be conducted under the U. S. Department of
Agriculture. The cost of operating the gardens would
not be great and in all probability the expenditure
of a sum not greater than $75,000 a year would
produce results of incaleulable value to the agricul-
tural interests of this part of the world and would
be a service worth many times its cost in the good-
will engendered.

THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM

As an initial step in the development of the pro-
posed national arboretum, the marshland along the
Anacostia River in the outskirts of Washington, two
and a half miles from Capitol Hill, is being drained
by army engineers. With the appropriation of $300,-
000, which the Congress set aside for the project in
1927, a tract of 268 acres of land has been purchased.
The physiography of the area ranges from the water
gardens of Kenilworth to the wooded heights of the
Hamilton and Hickory Hill traets, which will be in-
cluded in the arboretum. The two bodies of land
afford the diversity of soil and physiography needed
for many types of plants.

The U. S. Department of Agriculture has hitherto
been unprovided with a field laboratory of the proper
size for experiments with the plant life of the country
and horticulturists have supported its efforts to ob-
tain one. A garden will be established to preserve
specimens of plant life which come to the Agricultural
Department from all parts of the world.

The arboretum will have laboratory facilities as well
as museum characteristics. Cultivated and wild
plants growing side by side, in the same type of soil
and in the same climate, will be studied to aid the
breeding of more valuable species.

Horticulturists will have an opportunity to carry on
research in developing desirable types of plants with
superior qualities from available stock in different
localities, and through experimentation it may be pos-
sible to eliminate many diseases which now threaten
our forests in many sections of the country, such as
maple wilt, elm-leaf diseases, chestnut blight and
many others.



