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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
T H E  BRITISH NATIONAL COLLECTION O F  

T Y P E  CULTURES 

T h e  Brit ish Medical Journal points out that  the es- 
tablishment of the National Collection of Type Cul- 
tures of Bacteria and the issue of the first catalogue i n  
1922 marked a n  important step in  the development 
of bacteriology in England. Before that date there 
was no official repository for  bacterial cultures in  
that country. Individual bacteriologists kept their 
own collections, but there was no organization for  
the permanent preservation of pure cultures and for  
the supply of correctly labelled cultures to laboratory 
workers who required different species of bacteria 
fo r  teaching purposes or f o r  comparison with re-
cently isolated strains. The Journal states that since 
this work was undertaken a t  the Lister Institute 
under the supervision of Professor Ledingham and 
Dr. St.  John-Brooks the museum has grown to such 
proportions that it  now contains more than three 
thousand different strains of micro-organisms. The 
demand for  the cultures has increased to such a n  ex- 
tent that more than five thousand cultures are being 
distributed to workers throughout the world each 
year. The latest catalogue is a n  enlarged and re-
vised edition of the list published in 1925. The dif- 
ferent strains are  catalogued alphabetically, each 
entry giving details of the type, group or variety of 
the strain, the name of the person and institution 
supplying the strain, and in some cases particulars 
of the source from which the micro-organism was iso- 
lated. An attempt has been made to reduce the num- 
bers of organisms appearing under the general head- 
ing of "bacterium" or "bacillus" by segregating some 
of the more natural groups and entering these as  
separate genera. This arrangement, i t  is pointed out, 
imposes a little inconvenience on those who are still 
accustomed to refer to bacteria by their old-fashioned 
names. F o r  instance, B. typhosus must now be 
looked for  as  Salmonella typhi ,  and B. tuberculosis 
as Mycobacterium tuberculosis. I n  all such cases, 
however, ample cross-references are given for  the 
benefit of those more familiar with the older system. 
The Medical Research Council expresses the hope that 
this new edition of the catalogue will tend to direct 
the attention of bacteriologists in  this and other coun- 
tries to the continued need f o r  the deposition of 
strains of bacteria and fungi f o r  maintenance and 
reference in  this collection. 

T H E  NEW OBSERVATORY O F  T H E  UNI- 
VERSITY O F  KENTUCKY 

THE new astronomical observatory on the Univer- 
sity of Kentucky campus which is situated on the Ex- 
periment Station farm and which has just been com- 

pleted and equipped a t  a cost of approximately $25,- 
000 will be ready for  use with the opening of the fall 
term. 

The observatory building is modern in every re-
spect, and has been constructed with a view to accom- 
modating more comprehensive equipment in  the fu-  
ture. It consists of a first floor plan which includes 
classroom, combination office and library, laboratories 
and space f o r  pictures and transparencies, a base-
ment and a dome room. 

The dome room is a 22-foot circular room which 
will accommodate the eight-inch equatorial telescope 
now owned by the university and is planned to ac-
commodate a 12-inch telescope. The dome is to be 
motor-driven. A t  the rear of the building is a transit 
room which in the future will house a small transit 
instrument. The basement contains a dark room f o r  
developing pictures, a small classroom, work room 
and furnace room with modern gas furnace and stor- 
age space. 

On the roof, over the office library and classroom 
are observation decks f o r  use in studying stars and 
constellations and over the foyer is a parapet f o r  use 
in  map work. 

The department of astronomy is a division of the 
department of mathematics and astronomy with Dr. 
Paul  P. Boyd, dean of the College of Arts and Sci- 
ences, as head. The work is in  charge of Dr. H. I-I. 
Downing, professor of mathematics, and Professor D. 
E. South, assistant professor of mathematics. 

I n  the past the department of astronomy offered 
one or two semesters of practical astronomy which 
consisted of problems of time, latitude, longitude and 
position, the use of instruments and the collection of 
observational data fo r  the solution of these problems. 
However, this work was done with borrowed engineer- 
ing instruments and some home-made apparatus. 

A t  present the department of astronomy offers one 
year of descriptive astronomy, which is a beginning 
course dealing with sizes, distances, masses, densities, 
speeds, revolution, rotations, etc., of the planets, 
satellites, comets, meteors, asteroids, stars, clusters 
and nebulas. Also one or two semesters of celestial 
mechanics. 

With the opening of the next academic year a 
course in  the history of astronomy will be offered f o r  
the first time in addition to the other courses. New 
courses will also be added from time to time as  the 
demands require and the teaching staff permits. 

SUMMER SESSION O F  TEACHERS O F  
CHEMICAL GNGINEERING 

ACCORDINGto Ifidustrial and Engiaeering Chem-
istry,  under the auspices of the Society fo r  the Pro- 


