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gineers for the year beginning August 1, 1931, as 
announced a t  the annual meeting of the institute held 
a t  Asheville, N. C., on June 22, duiing the annual 
summer convention of the institute. The other 
officers elected were : Vice-presidents, W. B. Kouwen- 
hoven, Baltimore; W. E. Freeman, Lexington; Paul 
H. Patton, Omaha; A. W. Copley, San Francisco; 
L. B. Chubbuck, Hamilton, Ontario; Directors, L. W. 
Chubb, East Pittsburgh; B. D. Hull, Dallas; H. R. 
Woodrow, Brooklyn; National Treasurer, W. I. 
Slichter, New york (reelected). 

These officers, together with the following hold-over 
officers, will constitute the Board of Directors for the 
next administrative year, beginning August 1: W. S. 
Lee (retiring president), Charlotte, N. C.; Harold B. 
Smith, Princeton, Massachusetts; H. V. Carpenter, 
Pullman, Washington; G. C. Shaad, Lawrence, Kan- 
sas; I. E. Moultrop, Boston; H. P. Charlesworth, 
New york; T. N. Lacy, Detroit; J. Allen Johnson, 
Buffalo; A. M. MacCutcheon, Cleveland; A. E. Bettis, 
Kansas City; J. E. Kearns, Chicago; F. W. Peek, 
Jr., Pittsfield; C. E. Stephens, Sew York; A. B. 
Cooper, Toronto; A. E. Knowlton, and R. H. Tap-
scott, New York. 

The annual report of the Board of Directors, pre- 
sented a t  the meeting, showed a total membership 
on April 30, of 18,334. I n  addition to three national 
conventions and five district meetings, 1,628 meetings 
were held during the year by the local organizations 
of the institute in the principal cities and educational 
institutions in the United States, Canada and Mexico. 

AWARD O F  T H E  PRIZES O F  T H E  

RESEARCH CORPORATION 


THE (Research Corporation prizes of $2,500 have 
been awarded through the Smithsonian Institution to 
Dr. Andrew Ellicott Douglass, director of Steward 
Observatory of the University of Arizona, and Dr. 
Ernst Antevs, of the University of Stockholm. Each 
will likewise receive the Itesearch Corporation plaque 
for outstanding contributions to science. 

The prize is awarded to Dr. Douglass for his re- 
searches on the pings that mark the annual growth of 
trees which have thrown light on the past climate of 
the earth and on the correspondence between weather 
and solar activity. The award to Dr. Antevs was 
in recognition of his use of vanes, layers of clay in 
ancient lake beds, as time-pieces of glacial activity. 

The awards to Drs, Douglass and Antevs are the 
fourth and fifth of their kind made by the Research 
Corporation. The first, in 1925, went to Dr. John 
J. Abel, of the Johns Hopkins University, for his 
work on ductless glands, animal tissues and fluids. 
The second, in 1929, went to Dr. Werner Heisenberg, 
of the University of teipzig, for  his contribution to 

matrix mechanics and for his exposition of the prin- 
ciple of indeterminance, and the third, also in 1929, 
to Dr. Bergen Davis, of Columbia University, for the 
double x-ray spectrometer and other achievements 
in the field of atomic physics. 

The Research Corporation is the only organization 
of its kind. I t  sprang from the desire of a scientzc 
man to have the fruit of his scientific labors capital- 
ized for the promotion of research. I n  1911, Dr. 
Frederick G. Cottrell, then chief physical chemist, 
later director of the U. 8. Bureau of Mines, and his 
associates offered their in~ention for the electrical 
precipitation of suspended particles to the Smith- 
sonian Institution, for the benefit of science. As the 
institution could not well undertake the development 
of a matter so likely to have commercial and legal 
complications, Dr. Charles D. Walcott, then secretary 
of the Smithsonian, undertook with Dr. Cottrell to 
enlist the aid of public spirited men of New York 
City to organize a non-profit sharing corporation for 
the development of the patents, and in 1912 the Re- 
search Corporation was formed. 

I ts  purposes are to acquire inventions and patents 
and make them more available in the arts and indus- 
tries, while using them as a source of income, and, 
second, to apply all profits from such use to the ad- 
vancement of technical and scientific investigation 
and experimentation through the agency of the 
Smithsonian Institution and other scientific institu- 
tions. 

T H E  HARVARD DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 
THE Ha.rva,rd Alumni Bulletin prints information 

concerning members of the department of physics as 
follows : 

Professor Theodore Lyman is recuperating from a 
surgical operation for appendicitis, performed on May 10. 

Professor William Duane also is convalescing from a 
serious illness. He will be able during the coming sum- 
mer, however, to direct research in the x-ray laboratories 
of the new physics building and at the Huntington 
Hospital, Boston. 

Professor P. W. Bridgnlan took part in a symposium 
on the physics of crystals, held a t  the first annual sum- 
mer meeting of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, in Pasadena, on June 15. Later 
in the srrmmer he will be engaged in writing at 'andolph, 
New Hampshire. During his absence from Cambridge, 
his research on the properties of matter under high pres- 
sure will be carried on by his assistants. 

After a short vacation in New Hampshire, Professor 
F. A. Saunders will go on with his research in spectros- 
copy a t  the physics laboratory. 

Professor Otto Oldenberg will remain in Cambridge 
during the summer for work in atomic physics. 

Professor S. C. Slater, chairman of the department of 




