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THE GENETIC VIEW-POINT"

By Dr. ALBERT F. BLAKESLEE
DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS, CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
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Taar I am a retiring president to-night is not my
fault. I tried not to do it. I suggested to your sec-
retary that in the future the president of the so-
ciety make his retiring address the year after he
presides and offered to forego or postpone my retir-
ing address this year to set the scheme in operation.
Your secretary refused to permit this innovation.
(The American Naturalists, I now realize, is one of
those societies which is run by the secretary). “I
have had trouble enough now,” the secretary said,
“in trying to explain why the society elected the presi-
dent they did. If the president should hang over
another year before he retired, I should have either

1 Presidential address delivered at the annual dinner of

the American Society of Naturalists, Cleveland, Ohio,
January 1, 1931.

to remember the old excuses or to invent new ones.
If T had my way,” he said, “the formalities of the
society would be confined to one day at the annual
meeting. Let the president be elected and clothe him-
self with the insignia of his office in the morning,
preside in the afternoon, and retire in the evening,
at the Naturalists’ dinner. The rest of the year the
society can best do without a president altogether,
while the secretary runs the society with the aid of his
stenographer.”

The secretary’s arguments were hard to combat. So
I tried next to obtain a substitute, an eminent for-
eign biologist who happened to be on a lecture tour
in this country. This suggestion of a substitute met
with the immediate (and I might say enthusiastic)
approval of the secretary. All seemed working out
to the welfare of the society as well as to the plea-
sure of the secretary, when I received a letter from my
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I TEXTBOOK NEWS FROM MACMILLAN I

Holmes’

INTRODUCTORY
COLLEGE CHEMISTRY

Revised

In its new edition this THE demand for a text of unquestioned college grade, yet decidedly

text i re than ever shorter and somewhat less difficult than the author’s General Chem-

ext 1s mo istry, led to the writing of this Introductory College Chemistry, pub-

adapted to the needs Of lished May fifth in its second edition. It is a college text in every sense

of the term, but it has been specifically designed for students entering

college classes comp osed college with’out high-school chemistry. In revised form it follows rather

of students who have had closely the topics and arrangement of the latest edition of the more

: ini i advanced book, which was published a year ago. But it is about a

no p r.'ekus training in hundred pages ’shorter than the General Chemisiry, and correspondingly
chemistry. less difficult.

Its clear, direct style, the many pictures and diagrams, the constant

It is application of theory to the chemistry of every-day life and especially
to modern industrial processes, have always made this book interesting
to students, and, consequently, unusually teachable. Revision has

Based on modern strengthened these features. Many new drawings, charts and photo-
theory graphs have been introduced. The recent startling progress in industrial
chemistry has been duly described. Hydrogenation of petroleum, the

| newer methods of making industrial alcohols, the new use of anhydrous

. ammonia as a convenient source of hydrogen, helium developments, neon

Full of references to in- tubes, the latest knowledge of vitamins, the tremendous recent changes

dustry and every- in the aluminum industry, and the newest alloys are all given up-to-the-
day life minute treatment.

In addition, Professor Holmes has now translated the most modern
[ ] theories of chemistry into terms intelligible to the elementary student—
the electronic structure of the atom is cited with increasing emphasis
Lavishly illustrated from the very first. He has added several new chapters concerning both
theory and industrial practice. They include: Chapter XXIII, Structure
;| - of the Atom. Radioactivity; Chaper XXVI, Nitrogen Fixzation; Chapter
XXXIII, Cellulose and Its Esters. Rayon; and Chapter XXXVI,
More interesting and Photochemistry. Finallfy, to make the book still more teachable, he has
increased the number of questions, problems, and references, and added
teachable than ever a Chapter Outline which will serve’ale)l a review for each chapter,
=

Both texts H Imes’
bound in water-proof, olmes

acid-proof fabrikoid '~ GENERAL CHEMISTRY

INTRODUCTORY Revised 1930
550 pages For use with students who have had a preparatory-
Cr. 8vo, $3.25 ) school course in chemistry or with mixed classes.
GENERAL 160 institutions
654 pages used this text during the current year

Cr. 8vo, $3.50

_;60 Fifth Avenue MACMILLAN New YorlT:
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IE TEXTBOOK NEWS FROM MACMILLAN _

Curtman’s

QUALITATIVE CHEMICAL
ANALYSIS From the Standpoint of the Laws of

Equilibrium and the Ionization Theory

By

LOUIS J. CURTMAN

Of the College of the City of New York

stances. For students who wish to devote

A book which treats in one volume

THE THEORY
THE PRACTICE
THE CALCULATIONS

of Qualitative Chemical Analysis
in sufficient detail to make any
auxiliary texts unnecessary

As a textbook of theory it bridges the gap be-
tween the elementary course and this advanced
study.

Part I is a book of theoretical principles,
with special stress on the theory of ioni-
zation, chemical equilibrium, solubility
product, complex ion formation, and oxi-
dation-reduction. It includes typical
numerical problems.

The treatment of equations and calculations
minimizes the student’s mathematical difficul-
ties.

Part III is a book on equations and ecal-
culations. Its clear explanations, ample
illustrations, and practice problems will
give the student facility in these elements
of the course.

As a laboratory guide it contains directions
worked out with painstaking care to meet the
student’s needs, and sufficient for two semes-
ters’ work. '

Part IV is devoted to the laboratory work
essential to a one-semester course in quali-
tative analysis. It treats the metals very
thoroughly, the acids in less detail, and
teaches the identification of simple sub-

another semester to the subject Part V
has been provided. It considers the acids
minutely and supplies procedures for the
analysis of complex mixtures.

The detailed directions encourage safe,
efficient, and intelligent execution. Each
analysis is outlined under two heads, Pro-
cedure, and Notes. Under Procedure are
given the actual directions; under Notes
the student will find suggested techniques,
explanations, warnings, precautionary
measures, and many bits of information
which the author has gleaned through
years of teaching.

The author’s Individual Reagent System is de- 7

scribed.

While the text does not preclude the use
of the usual system of reagents, Professor
Curtman explains his own very successful
individual system in order that interested
teachers may establish it in their labora-
tories.

The reference features will simplify the stu-
dent’s work and enrich its results.

While working directions for performing
preliminary experiments are given in this
book they have been supplemented with a
description of all the important reactions
in qualitative analysis for study and

. reference. A unique sixteen-page Table
of Analytical Constants in the appendix
shows the molecular weight, color, solu-
bility product, and general solubility of
hundreds “of substances. Further tables
of atomic weights, solubilities, logarithms,
ete., etc., provide almost every fact the
student could need for reference.

Bound in water-proof, acid-resis-
tant fabrikoid.

Cr. 8vo, 540 pages, $3.75

:60 Fifth Avenue

MACMILLAN

New York  ;
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" TEXTBOOK NEWS FROM MACMILLAN

- Talbot’s

QUANTITATIVE CHEMICAL
ANALYSIS

Seventh Edition

L. F. HAMILTON

Associate Professor of
Analytical Chemistry

ana

Revised and Rewritten by

S. G. SIMPSON

Instructor in Chemistry

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

‘This seventh edition of the late Professor Talbot’s textbook
retains the conservative treatment characteristic of previous
editions, but its content has been considerably changed to
accord with advancing knowledge of the subject and new
teaching demands. The editors have embodied in the revision
the results of their long experience in using the text and have
made certain important changes and additions as follows.:

An improved treatment of

STOICHIOMETRY

In the former edition this subject was taken up
briefly in Part IV, at the end of the book. Users

of the new text, however, will find detailed dis- -

cussions of stoichiometry distributed throughout
the text, parallel with the related topies in the
procedures and theoretical discussions. In this
connection numerous illustrative problems are ex-
plained.

New and more plentiful
PROBLEMS

About 225 problems, with answers, are available
for study. These problems, most of which are
new, are not given as an aggregate as before, but
are divided into groups with each group following
the corresponding discussion and illustrative ex-
amples in the text.

. Changes in
LABORATORY PROCEDURES

Among the changes in the laboratory procedures
may be mentioned the inclusion of the analysis of
chloride by the indirect precipitation method,
the substitution of the determination of sulphur
in pyrites for the determination of sulphur in
barium sulphate, the expansion of the procedures
for the analysis of brass to cover the analysis
of bronze, and the inclusion of a discussion of
potentiometric titrations.

A very practical
BINDING

A handsome red fabrikoid has been chosen for
the binding of this book. Waterproof and acid-
resistant, the fabrikoid makes an exceptionally
practical cover for a book which will constantly
be used in the laboratory.

These new features, together with the dependable qualities of this time-
honored text, recommend this seventh edition.

Fabrikoid Cr. 8vo

253 pages $2.50

:60 Fifth Avenue

MACMILLAN

New York :




