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along the summit of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
throughout the length of the Shenandoah National 
Park area in Virginia. Plans for the construction of 
this spectacular skyline drive are now being completed 
by the National Park Service in cooperation with the 
United States Bureau of Public Roads. 

I n  this connection, decision was reached to limit 
main-road construction in the park area to this par- 
ticular project. Already there are roads just outside 
the proposed park boundary and aompletely surround- 
ing it, and in addition two lateral roads cross the area. 
These are the Lee Highway between Sperryville and 
Luray and the Spottswood Trail connecting Stand- 
ardsville and Elkton. The tentative plan to construct 
another lateral road either by way of the Rapidan or 
the Robertson River Valleys to meet the ridge road 
has therefore been abandoned. 

These final plans are based upon the recommenda- 
tions of Chief Architect Thomas C. Vint and Assistant 
Landscape Architect Charles E. Peterson, of the Na- 
tional Park Service, and followed a thorough investi- 
gation by them of local conditions. Preliminary sur- 
veys have already been made by the Bureau of Public 
Roads. 

While the proposed highway eventually will follow 
the skyline of the ridge from Front Royal to Rock 
Fish Gap, between Afton and Waynesboro, the first 
unit to be taken up for construction is that portion, 
50 miles long, between Panorama (Thornton Gap) 
and Swift Run Gap. At the latter point the road will 
connect with the Spottswood Trail. 

The highway system as proposed under this general 
development plan will cover the park area more thor- 
oughly than any in the western parks, as it is believed 
logical to go farther in road development in an area 
where travel is bound to be heavy owing to its location 
in or near the more densely populated portion of the 
United States. Further high-standard road develop- 
ments, however, will be consistently opposed, since one 
of the major duties of the National Park Service is 
to preserve and protect the natural conditions of the 
wilderness. 

Authority for the construction of the highway in 
the Shenandoah area before the actual establishment 
of the park was given to the National Park Service 
that employment might be provided for the sufferers 
from drought and adverse economic conditions in the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUM 

ACCORDINGto Museum News plans for the James 
Philip Gray Art Museum and for an addition to the 
Natural History Museum have been accepted by the 
board of directors of the City Library Association, 
Springfield, Massachusetts. The plans are by E. L. 
Tilton and Arthur M. Githens, of New York, and 

were chosen from a number submitted in competition. 
They call for two-story structures harmonizing in 
style and materials with the buildings already on the 
city library quadrangle, which include the library, 
the William Pynchon Memorial, the Natural History 
Museum and the Art Museum. The new art  building 
will be erected on the site now occupied by the George 
Walter Vincent Smith home; the natural history ad- 
dition will be on the west side of the quadrangle. 
The ar t  building will cost about $350,000; the addi- 
tion to the Natural Histoly Museum, about $160,000. 

The James Philip Gray Art  Museum will house 
paintings and will thus provide a much needed sup- 
plement to the present a r t  building, which is used 
principally for decorative arts. Pictures will be pur- 
chased with the income from a fund of more than 
$750,000 bequeathed to the association by Mr. Gray. 
The natural history addition will furnish needed ad- 
ditional exhibition space, and space for lectures and 
for the children's work. 

Building is expected to begin this summer. The 
building committee consists of Nathan D. Bill, Ed- 
ward Kronvall, William B. Kirkham and Hiller C. 
Wellman. This committee arranged the competition 
for selecting the architect and named the jury of five 
to judge the merits of plans submitted. On this jury 
were Theodore Sizer, of Yale University; Henry R. 
Shipley and Frederick L. Ackerman, architects of 
Boston and New York, respectively; Mr. Kirkham 
and Mr. Wellman, chief librarian of the city library. 
The successful competitors, Tilton and Githens, have 
been chosen as architects for the construction of the 
two buildings. 

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 

OF EUGENICS 


THE Sixth International Congress of Genetics will 
be held under the presidency of Professor T. H .  Mor- 
gan, at Ithaca, New York, in 1932, beginning on h-
gust 24. Immediately preceding this congress the 
Third International Congress of Eugenics will meet in 
New York City. 

According to a statement in the last issue of Ezcgerz-
ical News, the First International Congress of Eu-
genics, which was sponsored by the Eugenics Educa- 
tion Society of Great Britain, was held in London in 
1912, under the presidency of Major Leonard Darwin. 
The second congress in this series was held in New 
York in 1921, under the presidency of Dr. Henry 
Fairfield Osborn. The third congress will be held at 
the American Museum of Natural History, New York, 
from August 20 to 23, 1932, under the presidency of 
Dr. Charles B. Davenport, director of the Department 
of Genetics of the Carnegie Institution of Washing- 
ton and organizer of the Eugenics Record Office. 

The first congress in 1912 set up a Permanent In- 
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ternational Eugenics Committee which built u p  the 
international collaboration which made the second 
congress possible. This Permanent International Eu- 
genics Committee was changed, in 1921, to the Per- 
manent International Eugenics Commission, which in 
1925 developed into the present International Federa- 
tion of Eugenic Organizations, which, among other 
functions, fosters collaboration among the several 
nations in  their eugenical researches between con-
gresses, and sponsors international congresses from 
time to time. Dr. Davenport was formally selected as  
president of the third congress by the ninth meeting 
of the International Federation of Eugenic Organiza- 
tions which met a t  Farnham, England, in  September, 
1930. This same meeting of the federation duly com- 
mitted to the American delegation the function of or- 
ganizing and managing the third congress. I n  
response to these two votes of the federation, Dr. 
Davenport called the American delegation together a t  
the Yale Club last November. This delegation, by  
vote, formally accepted the responsibility and, in  ac- 
cordance with the actions already taken by the feder- 
ation and the authority granted, perfected and an-
nounced the following working organization and pre- 
liminary plans f o r  the congress. 

President-Charles B. Davenport, Cold Spring Har- 
bor, Long Island, N. Y. 

Honorary Presidents-Leonard Darwin, Henry Fair- 
field Osborn. 

Vice-presidents-Victor Delfino, Argentina; H. Reichel, 
Austria; A. Govaerts, Belgium; D. F. Ramos y Delgado, 

Cuba; V. RiiiiEka, Czkchoslovakia; S6ren Hansen, Den- 
mark; A. Luis, Esthonia; Harry Federley, Finland; 
Georges Schreiber, France ; Alfred Ploetz, Germany; Sir 
Bernard Mallet, Great Britain; Corrado Gini, Italy; 
Marianne Van Herwerden, Netherlands; Jon Alfred 
MjBen, Norway; Leon Wernic, Poland; N. I(. Koltzoff, 
Russia; H. B. Fantham, South Africa; H. Lundborg, 
Sweden; 0. Schlaginhaufen, Switzerland; Irving Fisher, 
United States. 

Treasurer-Frederick Osborn, 52 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. 

Secretary-Harry H. Laughlin, Cold Spring Harbor, 
Long Island, N. Y. 

Chairmen of Administrative Committees-Scientific 
Papers and General Program, Charles B. Davenport; 
Entertainment, Mrs. Charles Cary Rumsey; Finance, 
Frederick Osborn; Exhibits, Harry I-I. Laughlin; Pub- 
lication and Publicity, Leon F. Whitney. 

Managing Committee-Charles B. Davenport, chair-
man; Irving Fisher, .vice-chairman; Clarence G. Camp-
bell, Madison Grant, Frederick Osborn, Leon F. Whit-
ney; Harry H. Laughlin, secretary. 

An exhibition covering the present status of eu-
genical research will be held a t  the museum. I t  is 
planned to open this exhibition on August 22, and to 
continue it, open to the public, until September 22. 

The members of the congress will be taken on a n  
excursion t o  Cold Spring Harbor on Sunday, August 
21, to visit the Eugenics Record Office and the Station 
for  Experimental Evolution which, together, consti- 
tute the Department of Genetics of the Carnegie In -  
stitution of Washington. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

SIR ALFRED EWING, lately principal and vice-chan- 

cellor of the University of Edinburgh and previously 
professor of applied mechanics at the University of 
Cambridge, has been nominated a s  president f o r  1932 
of the British Association for  the Advancement of 
Science. 

THE Hillebrand Prize of the Chemical Society of 
Washington has been awarded to Dr. Claude S. 
Hudson, of the U. S. Public Health Service, with 
special reference to his work on the ring structure of 
sugar. 

THE Society of Arts and Sciences, New York, has 
awarded its 1931 medals f o r  "outstanding scientific 
achievement" to Dr. Harlow Shapley, director of 
Harvard College Observatory, and to Dr. William 
Crocker, director of the Boyce Thompson Institute 
f o r  Plant  Research. 

THE American Geographical Society announces the 
award of the David Livingstone Centenary Medal to 
Captain Hjalmar Riiser-Larsen, f o r  his work in the 

Antarctic as  leader of the Norvegia expedition in 
1929-1930. H e  has returned to the Antarctic, join- 
ing the Norvegia early this year, to  take charge of 
the latter par t  of the season's work. Captain Riiser- 
Larsen has also participated in  two notable Arctic 
expeditions-the Amundsen-Ellsworth Polar Flight of 
1925 and the flight of the Norge across the Polar Sea 
i n  1926. 

AT a dinner of the directors of the American Insti- 
tute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers held last 
November, Dr. Henry 8. Drinker, president emeritus 
of Lehigh University, was presented with a gold watch 
bearing the following inscription : ''Henry Sturgis 
Drinker-Founder-American Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgical Engineers from his appreciative 
fellow members-1930." Dr. Drinker observed his 
eightieth birthday on November 8, 1930. 

A DINNER in honor of Professor E. B. Wilson, as 
retiring president of the Social Science Research 
Council, was given a t  the University Club, New York, 


