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IS AN INTERNATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL 

NOMENCLATURE PRACTICABLE?l 


By Dr. C. W. STILES 
MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE 

AFTERa n  experience of about forty years i n  a n  
attempt to  standardize a code of international rules 
to govern zoological nomenclature, it will be well f o r  
zoologists to  consider briefly the outstanding difficul- 
ties which a t  one time or  another have inhibited the 
degree of success which it was hoped would attend 
the undertaking. Possibly a short review of the sub- 
ject will indicate whether o r  not it is worth while to 
continue the effort. 

A t  the Firs t  International Zoological Congress 
(Paris, 1889) R. Blanchard presented a proposed code 
of international rules, prepared by himself, af ter  
careful consideration of the world's literature on the 
subject, and naturally he was influenced to no slight 

1 Presented before the Biological Society of Washing- 
ton, December 13, 1930. 

degree by the existing French rules. This draf t  was 
discussed by the Firs t  and Second Congresses (Paris, 
1889, and Moscow, 1892) and was formally adopted. 

I n  1894,, the Deutsche Zoologische Gesellschaft 
adopted a n  independent code, thereby (a t  least in- 
f erentially) declining adherence to the international 
code. 

I n  1895, F. E. Schulze (Berlin, Germany) raised 
the point a t  the Third Congress (Leyden), that  the 
Paris-Moscow code was essentially a French produc- 
tion, and he proposed the appointment of a n  inter- 
national commissbn to study all the existing rules 
with a view to obtaining a really international code. 

This proposition produced considerable bitter feel- 
ing which threatened to send the Third Congress on 
the rocks. Oil was poured on the troubled waters, 



EVERY DETAIL, each adjustment o f  the 3000 Microtome i s  precise . . . is  prop-
erly designed to  perform its function perfectly. This instrument i s  sturdy, too, 
to  insure you long service. The working parts are completely enclosed. 

This Microtome is  excellent For rapid serial' sectioning, cutting sections with ac- 
curacy down to  one micron in thickness. The feeding mechanism operates auto- 
matically. The heavy knife holder holds the knife rigidly in place. A scale. 
provides for recording the proper cutting angle, once i t  i s  determined. The 25mm 
object disc i s  actuated b y  a balance wheel, grooved for a belt where a motor i s  t o  
be  used. 

Wr i te  for catalog D-21 for complete description of this 
and other B 8t L Microtomes. 

M a k e r s  of O r t h o c a o n  E v e a l a r s  L e n s e s  f o r  B e t t e r  V i s i o n  



APRIL3, 1931 SCIENCE-ADVERTISEMEh"TS 11 -Latest -

McGraw-Hill Books -

I I 

Fajans' RADIOELEMENTS and ISOTOPES: CHEMICAL 

FORCES and OPTICAL PROPERTIES of SUB- 
STANCES 

By KASIMIRFAJANS, George Fisher Baker Non-Resident Univers i ty  of Munich. 
Lectureships in Chemistry at Cornell University Series. 125 pages, 6 x 9, 34 
i l lustrat ions.  $2.50 

This book presents an explanation of the development of the problem of the origin of Actinium, a 
discussion in some detail of the phenomena of atomic linkages, and the adsorption of ions and a 
consideration of several applications of the latter phenomena. 

North's THE COMMUNITY and SOCIAL WELFARE 
A Study in Community Organization 

By CECIL CLARE NORTH,Professor  of  Sociology, Ohio State University. McGraw-
Hill  Publications in Bociology. 359 pages, 6 x 9. $3.50 

A book discussing the welfare problems of the modern city, the specialized agencies that have 
been developed to deal with these problems, and the building of adequate and effective welfare pro- 
grams. 

Farnham's DETERMINATION of the OPAQUE MINERALS 
By C. MASONFARNHAM. $3.50236 pages, 6 x 9. 

This book presents all of the information needed for identifying opaque minerals in polished sec-
tions by means of the reflecting microscope. 

Woodman's FOOD ANALY SIS-New Third Edition 
Typical Methods and Interpretation of Results 

By A. G. WOODMAN,Associate Professor  of Chemistry of Foods,  Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. International Chemical i9eries. Third edition. 557 
pages, 5% x 8, 110 illustrations. $3.50 

This book offers a detailed discussion of the processes involved in food analysis and covers in a compre-
hensive fashion their suitabilities and limitations. 

Leighou's CHEMISTRY of ENGINEERING MATERIALS 
-New Third Edition 

By ROBERTB. LEI~HOU, Technol-Professor of Chemistry, Carnegie Institute of 
ogy. International Chemical Series. Third edition. 684 pages, 5% x 8, 101 
illustrations. $4.50 

The object of this book is to give engineers, particularly in the machine and building industries, 
the practical, up-to-date information on the chemistry of materials which they need for the proper 
selection and use of materials. 

Send for copies of  these on approval 

McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, Inc. 
Penn Terminal Building 


370 Seventh Avenue New York 




Revised Edition just published! 

STEWART'S 

PHYSICS FOR COLLEGES 


This well-known physics book by Professor 0.J. Stewart, Chairman of the Physics 
Department at the University of Missouri, has just been revised. It has been 
brought completely up-to-date, w i d  the recent developments of the so-called "mod. 
ern" physics introduced at those points in the text that contribute most effectively 
to the student's understanding of the subject. There is full development of many 
of the new applications of physics such as the new refrigeration processes, the pho- 
toelectric cell, recent developments in radio and sound reproduction, and other 
advances in the field of applied physics. All the problems are new, and have been 

increased in number and in range of difficulty for wider choice in assignment. 
For further details write to 

GINN and COMPANY 
Boston New York Chicago Atlanta Dallas Columbus Sun Francisco 

I The New York I An Introduction to A 
Homeopathic Medical MALARIOLOGY 

College and By MARKF. BOYD I 
"This volume fills a real need, because Flower Hospital heretofore the information has been widely 
scattered or contained in part in various 

Offers opportunity for highest grade books relating to malaria in localized areas. 

medical training to one hundred As a whole it is admirably planned and 
contains a wealth of accurate factual data 

men and women selected competi- that will be of great aid not only to the 
tively. beginner but also to the specialist in 

In  addition to thorough training malaria control. A particularly helpful 
feature is that the text is fully documented 

in the Preclinical Sciences and the with ~ ~ ~ i 1 ~ ~ l i ; ~ ~ ~ ~ i l i iri.fcrences."-Journal 
usual courses in Medicine and Sur- of I 1111( I ; ,  , I ( ,  Association.1 1 1 1  o~~~the I 1 0  
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