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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
THE WHIPSNADE ZOOLOGICAL GARDEN 

SIR PETERCHALMERS MITCHELL, secretary of the 
Zoological Society, London, in  a n  address to  members 
of the Luton Rotary Club, said, according to the 
London Times,that he hoped the new Zoological Gar- 
den a t  Whipsnade would be open next spring. Sir 
Peter stated that 

The London zoo was becoming too small because of 
the increasing number of visitors, and because if they 
were going to keep animals in captivity they should give 
them the maximum amount of freedom and open air. 
I n  London they tried to keep a large number requiring 
heat and indoor accommodation, and thus they had to 
provide a large number of buildings of that kind, so that 
they came to the conclusion that they ought to have an 
extension of the grounds, which was impossible in 
London. 

Whipsnade was, in his mind, an intermediate stage, a 
link in a much bigger scheme. Personally, he believed 
it  was the duty of the present generation all over the 
world to preserve the existing animals of the world so 
far as i t  was possible. There were three ways of doing 
that. They had the intensive way, like the zoo in Lon- 
don. The next thing was what they hoped Whipsnade 
was going to become-a place where the animals would 
be able to be shown far more in their natural conditions. 
The third stage was that there ought to be in every part 
of the Empire great open-air reserves where animals 
would be allowed to remain absolutely in  their natural 
freedom. 

His image of the future of these national parks and 
reserves in Africa, India and so on was not that the 
animals should be enclosed, but that, if necessary, the 
visitors should be enclosed, that there should be covered 
ways going through these reserves where people could see 
the animals absolutely free and in their natural con-
ditions. 

I t  had been said that Whipsnade was merely to be a 
sort of sanitary station, to which they were to send sick 
animals from London. I t  was to be nothing of the kind. 
What they did think was that a t  Whipsnade they would 
be able to give animals much more space and freedom, 
and that there would be a larger number of animals 
breeding down there, and that they would keep in Lon- 
don only selected animals in the pink of condition. 
There would be a constant exchange between the zoo at  
Whipsnade and the zoo in London. The new zoo would 
be as free to the public as to the fellows of the society, 
and would be open on Sundays on payment, just as on 
week days, and for that reason they were laying it  out 
on the scale which would hold crowds. The maximum 
comfortable capacity a t  the London zoo was 20,000, but 
from the way the Whipsnade zoo was laid out i t  should 
be able comfortably to hold 100,000, and to provide for 
that they were having five restaurants, scattered in dif- 
ferent parts of the park. Round about each of these 
places would be land that could be used for picnics. 

In  relation to the animals, they were trying to arrange 
them in a series of large paddocks, with places for the 
public along the front of the paddocks, which would be 
completely surrounded in time by trees. There would be 
open paddocks with a background of trees, behind which 
they were going to make huts, cages and dens for the 
animals. These would be entirely concealed from the 
public by trees. I t  would be possible, with electric 
power from Luton, to provide them with heaters, which 
could be switched on from some central point when the 
weather made i t  necessary. Re could not tell them ex- 
actly all the animals they were going to begin with a t  
Whipsnade. They had already a certain number of 
bears, some cranes, and several kinds of deer, which had 
been breeding very well. They hoped in the course of 
this winter to make provision for elephants, camels, lions, 
tigers and wolves, with a great many kinds of antelope 
and deer. They had already a small herd of bison, and 
were going to have a herd of white marked cattle, given 
by the Duke of Bedford. There would also be many 
different kinds of birds. By next Whitsuntide the zoo 
would not be anything like completely ready, but they 
hoped there would be enough to interest the public. 

THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM 
A TRACT has been selected near the Anacostia River 

above Benning Bridge on Mount Hamilton f o r  a na-
tional arboretum, which will be a n  educational and 
recreational center near the capital. The Congress 
has authorized a n  appropriation of $300,000 to de-
velop the project. 

The arboretum, according to a report in the Balti- 
more Sun, will cover about 800 acres. Half of the 
needed area is already owned by the government i n  a 
stretch of marsh lands along the Anacostia River. 
Adjoining this are about 400 acres of wooded high- 
land lrnown as  the Mount Hamilton and Hickory Hill 
tracts. The two pieces of land afford a n  admirable 
diversity of physiography and soils needed f o r  many 
types of plants. 

The chief purpose of the national arboretum will 
be to promote scientific research and diffusion of 
knowledge of plants, as  well as to  establish a garden 
f o r  the permanent preservation of the authentic liv- 
ing specimens of the thousands of plants which the 
Department of Agriculture has introduced from for- 
eign countries. 

It will be a plant museum, wherein the cultivated 
plants and their wild relatives, growing together in  
the same climate, may be studied as source material 
fo r  the breeding of the more valuable species. It will 
afford botanists a n  opportunity to carry on research 
which will be of great assistance to the U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in developing the strongest types 
of plants of superior qualities. Plants and trees that 


