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GLOZEL, A MYSTERY1 
By Dr. DAVID RIESMAN 

UNIVERSITY O F  PENNSYLVANIA 

THOSE who have read something about Glozel may 
wonder why I speak of it here. I s  it not a dead 
issue? No, f o r  as  a study of human credulity and 
as  a commentary on the hot-headedness o r  should I 
say pig-headedness of many men of science, it will 
always occupy a prominent place i n  the history of 
civilization. 

Although many of the audience are  probably 
familiar with the main facts, I want to  give a brief 
synopsis of the involved story. I say "story" advis-
edly, f o r  f rom the very outset the mystery of Glozel 
has formed a fascinating tale, very much i n  the 
genre of our best thrillers, with plot and counter-plot, 
gum-shoe detectives and all the pertinent parapher- 
nalia. 

Glozel is a small hamlet of four  farmhouses, about 
fifteen miles from the famous spa of Vichy. Emile 

1 Read by invitation before the American Philosophical 
Society on April 24, 1930. 

Fradin, then a youth of eighteen and belonging t o  
a n  old local family, was one day working i n  his 
grandfather's field when a cow suddenly slipped into 
a n  unsuspected hole. Fradin went to  investigate and 
found that the hole led into a n  oval pit  containing a 
variety of remarkable objects-bricks, tablets, vases- 
which he gathered and as  soon as  possible showed to 
the village schoolmistress, Mlle. Picandet. The latter 
i n  turn showed some of the tablets to  M. ClBment, a 
school teacher in  la Guillermie. Eventually the news 
of the discoveries came to the ears of Dr. Albert 
Morlet, a surgeon of Vichy and a n  amateur archeolo- 
gist. Thereafter Dr. Morlet and Emile Fradin 
together began to excavate a t  Gloze1 and brought t o  
light more and more buried objects which they col- 
lected in  grandfather Fradin's house and which Dr. 
Morlet described in detail in  a n  endless series of 
articles in  a literary journal, the Mercure de France. 
It was through this m a g a z i n e t h e  Atlantic Month12 
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PUREPROTEINSOF MILK 

vs. CRUDECASEIN 


THE PURE PROTEINS of milk are so difficult and ex- 
pensive to prepare, that only too often the crude prod- 
ucts are i nadv i~ed l~  used in researches of importance. 
One "crude essential element" of the diet may invali- 
date all other good features of a costly investigation, 
.thereby disqualifying the deduction of the author. 

In recent journals such papers have appeared. 

"Crude Casein" of the usual industrial type represents 
simply an acid or rennet curd and is purely "Glorified 
Pot Cheese," containing unknown products of milk-in 
unknown amounts. . 

FOR RESEARCHES OF PRECISION 
//Casein - Harris" and 
I /Lactalbumin - Harris" Through years of study in the Protein Laboratory of 
have been prepared 	 Osborne & Mendel (Yale Univ. & Conn. Expt. Sta.), we 

have learned how to prepare these two proteins in state 
of highest molecular purity. 

Each protein contains highest nitrogen content, lowest 
mineral ash, freedom from each other and other sub- 
stances of cow's milk. 

They are made directly from fresh skim milk, which is  the 
only possible way to  prepare them in high purity. 

Assayed upon growing white rats. Free from all vitamins. 

AVERAGE ANALYSIS OF CASEIN-HARRIS 

Moisture .............. 10.73 Casein (Nx 6.38). . 87.09 

Ash ...................... .59 Ether-soluble ........ .20 

Calcium ................trace Nitrogen; 

Nitrogen .............. 13.66 water,fat,ash-free 15.44 


U 

(cf.-Osborne & Harris, Jr. Am. Chem. Soc., 25-IV, 346) 

Also Also 
Purest powdered Medicinal Yeast V i tamine  factors,  pure food  
(standardized for Vitamines "B" mixes, deficient foods, salt mix 
(F  & 6)and Concentrates from and methods for vitamine assays 
this yeast. upon the Norwegian white rat. 
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