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these (and happily still with us) was Professor H. E.
Armstrong. Mr. Gladstone was admitted on May 19,
1881 (Mr. Spottiswoode was president), on which oe-
casion William Crookes read a paper, “On Discon-
tinuous Phosphorescent Spectra in High Vgcua.” It
fell to Mr. Asquith, in 1912, as Prime Minister, to
propose “The Royal Society” at the Guildhall banquet
held in connection with the two hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of the Royal Society. Mr. Baldwin was
formally admitted by Sir Ernest Rutherford, and a
similar act when extended to Mr. Macdonald (follow-
ing election) will provide the circumstance (we think
without precedent) of the admission of two Prime
Ministers during one presidency. The only Prime
Ministers for more than half a century who have not
been fellows of the Royal Society by special election
or otherwise are Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman,
Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. Bonar Law.

THE ALASKA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
AND SCHOOL OF MINES

A STATEMENT in regard to the work of the Alaska
Agrieultural College and School of Mines for the
year 1928-1929 has been issued by the Department
of the Interior. It is reported that the Bureau of
Biologieal Survey under cooperative arrangement
with the college has made very satisfactory progress
with its studies in crossbreeding reindeer and caribou.
It is also conducting feeding experiments with rein-
deer to determine the feasibility of “topping off” rein-
deer before the slaughtering season during later sum-
mer. Carrying capacity studies to determine actual
acreage requirements of reindeer on various types of
forage and plant studies to ascertain the effect of
climate on forage growth have been initiated. In
order to determine the digestive reaction of the rein-
deer to different natural forage types, digestive sam-
ples and forage samples are being collected for chem-
ical analysis.

In connection with the projects of the Biological
Survey, six pasture areas totaling 813 acres have
been fenced with net wire and an additional area of
432 acres is now in process of fencing. A herd of
18 caribou and reindeer was pastured and 7 fawns
were born last year. In cooperation with the Alaska
Game Commission, 3 buffalo were also pastured in
these corrals. '

The cooperative work with the U. S. Bureau of
Mines ever since the Fairbanks Station of the bureau
was moved to the college has been highly satisfactory.
Mineral determinations are made free of charge and
for assays a nominal charge only is made.

The college is said to be strategically situated for
carrying on seismological observations in liaison with
other observatories throughout the world. The U. S.
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Coast and Geodetic Survey designed a seismograph
for this service.

During the winter of 1928-29 scientific observa-
tions of the aurora were inaugurated. The prelimi-
nary observations were conducted by V. R. Fuller,
professor of physics. The International Geodetic
and Geophysical Union at its general assembly in
Prague, Czechoslovakia, in 1927 emphasized the need
for auroral observation in Alaska, and during April,
1929, the National Research Council indorsed the
establishment of such an observatory at the college.
The rapid eommercial development of radio communi-
cation affords an immediate practical aspect to the
investigation. A fund of $10,000 was recently
donated to the college by the Rockefeller Foundation
for this work.

Mr. Otto William Geist embarked on a two years’

“expedition to St. Lawrence Island collecting anthro-

pological and ethnological specimens for the college.
Previous collections made by Mr. Geist in the Bering
Sea area have enriched the college museum collection
by more than 7,000 items. As a result of his work
the college will have an exceptional collection of
Arctic specimens and in addition there will be much
duplicate material for exchange purposes with other
museums. Unfortunately this collection can not be
properly exhibited until the college secures a fire-
proof museum building.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN EXPEDI-
TION TO THE SAN CARLOS MOUNTAINS
AN intensive natural history survey of the San

Carlos Mountains of Mexico will be undertaken this

summer by a party of investigators from the Univer-

sity of Michigan. The region to be studied is an iso-
lated range of mountains situated about eighty miles
south of the Rio Grande, forty miles inland from the

Gulf of Mexico and twenty-five miles east of the

Sierra Madre front. In this area it is proposed to

correlate the distribution of the living flora and fauna

with the geologic formations. The San Carlos Range
is well adapted for this type of investigation, because
of its isolation and relief and because of the diverse
types of rock formations exposed. Professor Harley

H. Bartlett, head of the department of botany, and

Professor Lee R. Dice, curator of mammals in the

Museum of Zoology at the university, will study the

flora and fauna. .

The geology of the San Carlos Mountains is varied
and therefore offers in a relatively small area an op-
portunity for intensive study in several branches of
earth science. Professor Edson S. Bastin, head of the
department of geology at the University of Chieago,
will investigate the ore deposits. ‘He will be assisted
by Mr. George W. Rust, a graduate student of the de-



