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be operated simultaneously for the period of a year, 
affording, for the first time, a comprehensive study of 
the circulation of the atmosphere above Greenland- 
the glacial anticyclone. The work of Dr. Wegener 
has been stimulated by that of the University of 
Michigan Greenlaad Expeditions and will be devoted 
to the same end. 

Evans S. Schmelling and William S. Carlson, of 
the department of geology, both of whom have taken 
part in the former expeditions to Greenland, will be 
sent to the two stations. The American-Scandinavian 
Foundation recently awarded to Mr. Carlson a schol- 
arship which will enable him to study, in connection 
wilh his other scientific work, the possibilities for es- 
tablishing a seaplane station on the northern airplane 
route to Europe. Max H. Demorest, of Flint, Mich- 
igan, will accompany the two members of the expedi- 
tion, as assistant. 

Necessary instruments for the work will be loaned 
by the United States Weather Bureau. Transporta-
tion for Mr. Schmelling has been planned through the 
cooperation of the Pennsylvania Salt Company, oper- 
ators of a ship ore line between Philadelphia and 
Ivigtut. The Cryolite Mining Company, which oper- 
ates a mine a t  the site in Greenland, will provide his 
food and living quarters for the year. 

On all clear days members of the expedition will 
send up pilot balloons and follow their paths with the 
theodolite so as to discover the force and direction of 
the wind a t  all levels u p  to the place the balloon 
passes out of sight. Dr. Wegener will be sending out 
similar pilot balloons a t  his stations. 

T H E  PAN-AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL 
CONFERENCE 

NORTH AMERICA will meet Latin America in Wash- 
ington next September for discussion of the prob- 
lems of agriculture that affect or are common to the 
two continents. Officials of the U. 8. Department 
of Agriculture, which is cooperating with the Depart- 
ment of State and the Pan American Union in pre- 
paring for  this Inter-American Conference on Agri- 
culture, Forestry and Animal Industry, believe it 
promises to be at least as important as any previous 
gathering for any other purpose in which the two 
continents have joined forces. The conference, which 
will be held a t  Washington from September 8 to 20, 
will be devoted to practical problems of agriculture, 
giving special attention to agricultural problems of 
an economic and scientific nature. 

Called in accordance with a resolution of the Sixth 
International Conference of American States a t  
Havana in February, 1928, the coming assembly 
will be the first Pan-American gathering to deal ex- 
clusively with questions related to agriculture. This 
subject has been on the program of several of the 
Pan-American scientific and commercial congresses, 

and a group of the nations concerned has discussed 
various phases of the problem a t  other meetings, but 
a t  no pvevious conference has an attempt been made 
to cover such a wide range of agricultura1 topics or 
to consider in such a comprehensive way plans look- 
ing to the scientific and economic development of 
agriculture and its related industries throughout all 
the nations of the Americas. 

Problems of inter-continental concern will be dis- 
cussed in their broadest scope and with a view to 
formulating basic plans for effective continental co- 
operation in the development of the agricultural in-
dustries. Both governmental agencies and private 
organizations will participate, and the conference will 
endeavor to promote cooperation between govern-
ments and private citizens in the study of the prob- 
lems presented. 

The conference will consider broadly the problems 
of research in agriculture and forest development 
and methods of preventing and eradicating diseases 
and pests affecting plants and animals. Sponsors of 
the conference also anticipate that in discussing agri- 
cultural economics the members will explore the 
problems of competition which are now beginning 
to bear heavily on the nations in the tropical and 
subtropical regions of this hemisphere. Tropical 
countries of other continents now offer growing com- 
petition in production of such products as rubber, 
coffee, sugar, cacao, cotton and other vegetable fibers, 
tobacco and citrus fruits. I n  many of these products 
the new world formerly enjoyed practical freedom 
from competition. 

The conference will also consider plans looking 
toward a coordination of researeh work by groups 
of the American nations acting in harmony to im- 
prove and develop the crops in which they have com- 
mon interests. It will study the latest scientific meth- 
ods both for the growing and for the marketing of 
agricultural products. 

Reports dealing with the various questions on the 
agenda have been prepared by experts and are now 
being sent to the national committee in the different 
countries and to the private associations which are 
being invited to attend. This will promote advance 
study in preparation for the discussions at the con- 
ference itself, which will be chiefly round-table 
gatherings. 

T H E  SUMMER MEETING OF T H E  AMER- 
ICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY 

FORthe first time in many years the American 
Physical Society will hold a summer meeting. This 
meeting, which will be held a t  Cornell University, 
Ithaea, N. Y., from June 19 to 21, will be in the 
nature of a "vacation" meeting. Plans have been 
made to schedule the formal scientific program chiefly 
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in the morning sessions. The afternoons wili be de- 
voted largely to informal conferences on a variety 
of topics concerning both experimental and theoret- 
ical physics and to sports. A picnic dinner will be 
held one evening in Enfield Glen, a gorge that con-
tains many interesting geological features. One 
morning will be given over to the presentation of 
ten-minute contributed papers by members of the 
society. The remainder of the formal program will 
consist of invited papers. 

At one of the sessions certain features of modern 
astrophysics will be presented by Dr. S. A. Mitchell, 
director of the McCormick Observatory, University 
of Virginia, who will discuss 'LAtomic Structure 
under Conditions of Temperature and Pressure found 
a t  the Sun's Surface," and by Dr. J. Q. Stewart, of 
the Princeton University Observatory, whose subject 
will be "The General Problems of Astrophysics with 
Special Reference to the Opacity of Gases." 

Among recent developments in physics three topics 
of widespread interest will be considered in papers 
entitled: "Secondary Structure of Crystals," by Pro- 
fessor F. Zwicky, of the California Institute of Tech- 
nology; "Improvements in Technique in the Study of 
the Raman Effect with Particular Reference to Exci- 
tation by Single Lines," by Professor R. W. Wood, 
of the Johns Hopkins University, and "X-Ray Scat-
tering and Atomic Structure," by Professor Arthur 
H. Compton, of the University of Chicago. 

An address that will be of special interest to sci- 
entists in general will be given by Sir William Bragg, 
director of the Royal Institution of Great Britain, 
who will speak on "Faraday's Diary." 

With a limited formal program, i t  is hoped that 
those attending the meeting will have an opportunity, 
often lacking a t  more crowded meetings, for getting 
better acquainted and for leisurely discussion of sci-
entific topics. 

On the day before the program begins a t  Ithaca, 
those attending the meeting have been invited by the 
Corning Glass Works to be their guests at a luncheon 
a t  Corning, K. Y., and to visit the factories a t  Corn- 
ing and a t  mTellsboro, Pennsylvania. 

ESTABLISHMENT O F  T H E  INSTITUTE FOR 
ADVANCED STUDY 

PLANSare announced for the establisbment and en- 
dowment of the "Institute for Advanced Study." 
The fundamental conception underlying the plans is 

set forth in a letter addressed by Mr. Louis Bamber- 
ger, formerly head of L. Bamberger and Co., of 
Newark, and his sister, Mrs. Felix Fuld, wife of Mr. 
Bamberger's late partner, to those who will be trus- 
tees of the institute for its first year. 

The Institute for Advanced Study will provide 
facilities with which eminent men of learning may 
devote themselves to research and the training of ad- 
vanced students for and beyond the degree of doctor 
of philosophy or other professional degrees of equal 
standing. This, therefore, will be exclusively a post-
graduate institution. 

Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld propose to provide 
the institution with an initial endowment of $5,000,- 
000 to which they expect to make further additions to 
an extent which they hope will provide adequately for 
the purposes of the institute. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner, formerly secretary and di- 
rector of the Division of medical education of the 
General Education Board, will serve as the first di- 
rector of the division of medical education of the 
the services as members of the faculty and staff of 
outstanding and most promising teachers in their 
respective fields. 

The institute will be located in Newark or its vicin- 
ity. At its inception it will probably occupy tem- 
porary quarters while plans for permanent buildings 
and equipment are being developed, while the faculty 
and staff are being selected and the organization work 
of the institute is being effected. 

The trustees for the first year are the following: 

DR. FRANK AYDELOTTE,president of Swarthmore College. 
EDGARS. BAMBERGER, of Newark, N. J. 
LOUIS BAMBERGER) one of the founders. 
DR. ALEXIS CARREL,member of the Rockefeller Institute. 
DR. ABRAHAM FLEXNER. 
DR. JULIUS of Baltimore, Maryland. FRIEDENWALD, 
MRS. FELIX FULD,one of the founders. 
JOHN of Pitney, Hardin and Skinner, Ne~ark .  R. HARDIN, 
THE HONORABLE B. HOUGIJTON, ALANSON formerly U. S. 

Ambassador to Germany and later to Great Britain. 
THE HONORABLE HERBERTH. LEHMAN,Lieutenant-Gover-

nor of New York. 
SAMUELD. LEIDESDORF, 8. D. Leidesdorf of and Go., 

New York City. 
HERBERT attorney-at-law, New Pork City. H. MAASS, 
DR. FLORENCE member of Rockefeller Institute. R. SABIN, 
PERCYS. STRAUS)of R. H. Macy and Co. 
DR. LEWIS H. WEED, dean of the medical faculty of the 

Johns Hopkins University. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
A PORTRAIT by 1711s. Ralph Clarkson of Professor the university by his former students, colleagues and 

Eliakim Hastings Moore, head of the department of friends, will be hung in the new Eckhart Hall of 
mathematics in the University of Chicago, given to Mathematics, Physics and Astronomy. 


