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search. The speakers will be Mr. George E. Vincent, 
president of the Rockefeller Foundation, 1916-1929; 
Dr. David L. Edsall, dean of the Harvard University 
Medical School; Dr. Howard T. Karsner, professor 
of pathology a t  Western Reserve University, and Dr. 
Simon Flexner, director of the Rockefeller Institute. 

THE Senate has adopted a resolution authorizing 
the erection of a monument costing $50,000 in Wash- 
ington to Major-General William Crawford Gorgas, 
formerly surgeon-general of the army, in honor of his 
work on yellow fever a t  Havana, the Panama Canal 
Zone and Guayaquil, Ecuador. 

A PORTRAIT of the late Professor Rolla C. Car-

penter, of Cornell University, painted by Professor 
Q~af  Brauner a t  the instance of a group of alumni 
headed by Eugene C. Sickles, has been accepted by 
the trustees and hung in the office of the Sibley School 
of Mechanical Engineering. 

A HARVEY MEMORIAL is being raised by En- FUND 
glish physicians as a token of respect for  the demon- 
strator of the circulation of the blood and the founder 
of modern physiology. Americans who desire to oon- 
tribute may do so by sending a check made out to the 
fund to Dr. Arnold W. Stott, 58 Harley Street, W.I., 
London. I t  is planned to erect a tower on Hemp-
stead Church, where William Harvey is buried. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

T H E  CENTENARY O F  T H E  BRITISH ASSO-


CIATION F O R  T H E  ADVANCEMENT 

O F  SCIENCE1 


WHEN the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science holds its centenary meeting in Lon- 
don next year it is practically assured that the presi- 
dential address will be given by General Smuts. The 
council of the association has resolved to nominate the 
South African statesman as president for 1931, and 
General Smuts has accepted the nomination, which in 
the ordinary way will be submitted to the general 
committee. 

The British Association, since its foundation in 
1831, has never held its annual meeting in London. 
The first meeting was held at York, which was chosen 
as being "the most central city in the three king- 
doms." Consideration was given to the possibility of 
returning to York for the centenary gathering, but in 
view of an expectation that this meeting will be un- 
usually large there was doubt if the necessary accom- 
modation could be found in the Yorkshire city, and 
the general committee decided unanimously at the 
Glasgow meeting in 1928 that it would be suitable 
and appropriate to hold the centenary meeting in 
London, the center of the Empire. 

I t  is interesting to note in connection with the mat- 
ter of hotels and other facilities for housing members 
of the association, that in 1831 Sir David Brewster 
wrote to John Phillips, the secretary of the Yorkshire 
Philosophical Society, asking him to ascertain "if 
York will furnish the accommodations for so large a 
meeting, which might perhaps consist of above 100 in- 
dividuals." The hospitality apparently proved to be 
satisfactory, as later meetings were held a t  York in 
1844, 1881 and 1906. I t  is likely, however, that sev- 
eral thousands of members will attend in London. 

If  General Smuts becomes the president of the Lon- 
don meeting he will be the first president elected from 

1 From the London Times. 

one of the great Dominions of the Empire. British 
statesmen have on several occasions held the position. 
The first president was Viscount Milton, M.P. for 
Yorkshire, and a supporter of Parliamentary reform 
and free trade. The third Marquess of Lansdowne 
presided a t  Bristol in 1836; the Duke of Northumber- 
land was president in 1838; the Marquess of Salis-
bury between two periods of office as prime minister 
presided at Oxford in 1894, and at the Cambridge 
meeting in 1904 the late Lord Balfour was the presi- 
dent. The Prince of Wales gave the presidential ad- 
dress at Oxford in 1926. General Smuts took a 
prominent part in the South African meetings of the 
association last year and expounded at Cape Town 
his theory of "Holism." 

The British Association this year will meet at Bris- 
to1 under the presidency of Dr. F. 0. Bower, Regius 
professor of botany in the University of Glasgow. 

REFORESTATION IN  N E W  YORK STATE 
ACCORDINGto the New York Times the state's proj- 

ect for spending $20,000,000 in the next fifteen years 
to plant new forests on abandoned farm lands won 
almost unanimous approval at a public hearing on 
March 12 on the proposed constitutional amendment 
sponsored by the State Reforestation Commission. 

The only opposition came from the Association for  
the Protection of the Adirondacks, in a letter signed 
by John G. Agar, its president, and filed with the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, before which the hear- 
ing was held. 

The objections set forth in Mr. Agar's letter were 
as follows : 

1. Because the proposed constitutional amendment, 
sponsored by Senator Hewitt, of Cayuga, called for a 
definite amount to be expended a~inually over a period 
of years, and this might cause embarrassment to the 
state treasury. 

2. Because the prohibition against lumbering' or inter- 



ferenoe with the wild condition of the state's forest lands 
outside of the Adirondaok and Catskill Parks should n ~ t  
be removed. 

3. Because the policy embodied in the Hewitt bill 
called for the expenditure of money for reforestation 
purposes exclusively in territory outside the forest pre- 
serve. 

4. Because the proposed amendment omitted any pro- 
vision that lands now owned or to be acquired by the 
state for forest preserve purposes should forever remain 
"wild forest lands. " Mr. Agar thought that this omis- 
sion might be construed as evidence that the state had 

,changed its policy regarding such holdings. 

To meet this latter objection, which was viewed by 
members of the State Reforestation Commission in 
attendance a t  the meeting as the most vital objection 
advanced by Agar, the commission authorized an 
amendment, which was presented to the committee. 
This amendment excluded all the language in that 
section to which Mr. Agar had objected and substi- 
tuted the following : 

The lands of the state, now owned or hereafter to be 
acquired, constituting the forest preserve, as now fixed 
by law, shall be forever kept as wild forest lands. They 
shall not be leased, sold or exchanged, or be taken by 
any corporation, public or private, nor shall the timber 
thereon be sold, removed or destroyed. 

Regarding the objection having to do with the pos- 
sible lifting of the prohibition against lumbering in 
forest preserves outside Adirondack and Catskill 
Parks, former Senator Lusk, counsel for the commis- 
sion, said the commission had no intention of coun-
tenancing any relaxation of present prohibitions, even 
though in the opinion of many experts this would 
be in line with the most advanced policy of foresta- 
tion pursued by European nations. 

The question of whether the present policy of the 
state with regard to its forest lands should not be 
superseded by one permitting restricted lumbering 
was raised by George A. Lawyer, of Watertown, man- 
aging director of the State Development Association. 

Mr. Lawyer urged that the Hewitt amendment be 
so changed as to open the way for restricted lumber- 
ing, a t  least outside the state parks. This would 
leave the 5,177 square miles within the "blue line" 
unmolested. 

Other speakers a t  the hearing were Professor 
George F. Warren, of Cornell University ; Professor 
Nelson C. Brown, of Syracuse University; Professor 
A. B. Recknagel, representing the Empire State For- 
est Products Association; Frank P. Myers, of New 
York, of the Society of American Foresters; J. R. 
Simmons, of the New York State Forestry Associa- 
tion; Thomas F. Luther, of Saratoga; Conservation 
Commissioner Alexander MacDonald, and William 

G. Howard, superintendent of lands and forests in 
charge of reforestation. 

THE PEARL-OYSTER RESOURCES OF 

THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 


AT the request of the commissioner of fisheries, the 
Navy Department on January 15 assigned the U. S. S. 
Whippoorwill to assist the Bureau of Fisheries in a 
hydrobiological survey of Pearl and Hermes Reef, 
Hawaii, from July 15 to September 1. Dr. P. S. 
Galtsoff, who will be in charge of the expedition, is 
engaged in assembling equipment and completing the 
plans for a four-month investigation. 

I n  the spring of 1928, a colony of pearl oysters was 
discovered by fishermen in the lagoon of Pearl and 
Hermes Reef, some 1,200 miles northwest of Hono-
lulu. Although the discovery was kept a secret for  
some time, several concerns engaged in active fishing 
of the pearl shells which yield the mother-of-pearl 
of commerce as well as valuable jewels. With no 
reliable information as to the extent of the pearl- 
oyster beds, concern was felt for their destruction 
before regulatory measures could be devised. The 
governor of Hawaii requested the Bureau of Fisheries 
to conduct a survey to determine the extent of the 
beds and what measures should be taken to perpetuate 
them or to increase production by artificial means. 
Failing to secure a special appropriation from Con- 
gress for that purpose, the territorial legislature a t  
its last session appropriated a fund for defraying the 
expenses of an investigation by bureau employees. 
With the action of the Navy Department in providing 
a ship for the purpose, a preliminary survey is now 
made possible. 

Because of the remoteness of Pearl and Hermes 
Reef and the impracticability of maintaining close 
patrol of this section of the Hawaiian Archipelago, 
the plan has been proposed of developing a pearl 
fishery in other localities and for cultivating pearl 
oysters somewhere on the island of Oahu, or on other 
islands of the eastern group. Since pearl-oyster beds 
formerly existed a t  Pearl Harbor, near Honolulu, 
the plan seems feasible provided a supply of oysters 
can be brought from known beds in Pearl and Hermes 
lagoon for stocking purposes. This plan requires a 
preliminary hydrobiological survey of local waters 
and an arrangement for the establishment of oyster 
farms in selected localities under the supervision of 
territorial authorities. Dr. Galtsoff plans to carry 
out this local survey in June and during the first half 
of July, with the cooperation of the territorial board 
of commissioners, and to complete the survey of 
Pearl and Hermes Reef and intervening atolls and 
lagoons before the stormy season begins in September. 


