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Syracuse has become one of the most important in- 
stitutions of its kind in America. The effect of the 
college instruction under his supervision has been felt 
through its graduates not only in this State but in 
every part of the country which is actively engaged 
in the rebuilding of our depleted forests. The State 
has suffered a great loss in the passing of Dean 
Moon in the prime of his usefulness." 

THE deaths are announced of Dr. Louis Lejeune, 
professor of radiology and electrotherapy a t  LiBge, 
and of Dr. Georg Kassner, professor of pharma-
ceutical chemistry at RIiinster. 

A MEMORIAL service in memory of the life and 
work of the late Henry C. Wallace, Secretary of 
Agriculture in the Cabinets of Presidents Harding 
and Coolidge, will be held a t  Iowa State College, 
Ames, on October 18, as one of the features 'of the 
twelfth annual conference of the American Country 
Life Association. The memorial program will include 
the dedication of a group of trees on the campus and 
the placing of a stone among the trees bearing a plate 
stating briefly some of the main features of the service 
rendered to agriculture by Mr. Wallace. 

The British Medical Journal writes that Dm.Fer-
nand Bezanpon, Andre Lemierre, Pierre Abrami, 

Marcel Brul6, Edouard Joltrain and Louis Pasteur 
Vallery-Radot have addressed a letter to Sir Almroth 
Wright inviting his cooperation in a memorial to 
Professor Fernand Widal, who died on January 14. 
The letter announced the setting u p  of a committee 
for the purpose of placing medallion portraits of 
Professor Widal in the Paris Faculty of Medicine 
and the Hbpital Cochin, and of publishing a collected 
edition of his works, a number of his colleagues in 
other countries having stated their desire to associate 
themselves with this project. 

UPONrequest of Commander Richard E. Byrd, sent 
by radio through the New York Times, the National 
Geographic Society has forwarded the following 
message to Peter Scott, son of the English explorer, 
Captain R. F. Scott: "We hoisted the American flag 
here upon the return of the sun to Antarctica and 
in honor of your father and his comrades we unfurled 
the British flag alongside the American. All members 
of this expedition join me in best of good wishes 
to you and your family." 

THE Italian government has caused a gold medal to 
be struck in memory of Finn Malmgren, and has also 
granted his mother a yearly pension of 2,000 Swedish 
crowns. Documents collected by the investigation 
committee on the Ualia's castastrophe, which con-
cerned the explorer, have been sent to his mother. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

THE KING PRIZES OF THE PEKING 


SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY 

THE King junior prize, consisting of a bronze 

medal and the sum of $20 local currency,'is founded 
by Mr. Sohtsu B. King in memory of his brother, Mr. 
Kung-pao King, a charter member and former coun- 
cilor of the Peking Society of Natural History. This 
prize will be awarded for the best collection of Chi- 
nese natural history objects with description notes 
made by any one under twenty years of age. The 
award shall be made annually by a committee of the 
society under the following conditions : 

1. The prize shall be awarded for the best collection 
of plants or animals made by any one under twenty years 
of age. 

2. The prize committee of the society shall adjudicate 
on the merit of the collections and notes. 

3. I t  shall be within the powers of the committee: 
i. To define from year to year the character of the col- 
lection eligible for the prize; ii. To substitute or accept 
a description of the behavior or mode of life of par- 
ticular plants or animals in place of a collection; iii. To 
make such alterations to these conditions as they may 
deem necessary in order to further the object of the 

founder, namely, the promotion of the observation of 
natural phenomena among young people in China. 

4. The committee shall advertise these regulations and 
any amendments which they may make at least six 
months prior to the award of the prize. They shall also 
indicate the last date for the reception of collections 
or papers submitted for the prize. 

The King senior medal, consisting of a gold medal, 
is founded by Mr. Sohtsu B. King in memory of his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sung-yuan Daw King, with the 
object of encouraging original investigations in the 
field of natural history, in which subject his parents 
took the greatest interest. The medal is to be awarded 
annually, under the following conditions, for the most 
meritorious work on the flora or fauna of China: 

1. The work shall be selected by a prize committee 
appointed by the executive council of the Peking Society 
of Natural History, who shall adjudicate its merits upon 
the basis of originality and its significances in the fur- 
therance of knowledge concerning the flora or fauna of 
China. 

2. Preference will be given to papers appearing in the 
society's publications, but the prize committee is a t  
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liberty to select any paper on the subject of the natural 
history of China published either in China or abroad for 
the purpose of this award. 

3. The prize may be withheld should the prize com-
mittee deem that no work published during the year is 
worthy of award. 

THE BEIT MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIPS 
A MEETING of the trustees of the Beit Memorial 

Fellowships fo r  Medical Research was held recently 
for  the election of fellows and other business. The 
annual report of the honorable secretary, Sir  James 
K. Fowler, was presented. It stated: 

The death of Lord Haldane, F.R.S., has deprived the 
trust of one by whose wise advice and unfailing interest 
it  has profited since its foundation in 1909. I n  spite of 
indications which he himself recognized, he presided at  a 
meeting of the trustees very shortly before his death "as 
he did not wish to be absent." The appointment of 
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., to fill the vacancy thus caused 
will be recognized as specially suitable. 

The reports of the directors of laboratories on the 
work of the fellows are uniformly favorable, and all 
without exception dwell upon the energy with which the 
various problems presented by their researches are being 
attacked. 

The year has been marked by an unusual number of 
resignations. As ill all cases this has been due to the 
appointment of the fellow to a scientific post of a per- 
manent character, i t  is incidentally a tribute to the 
value which is attached to the tenure of a fellowship. 
Often, moreover, the research is continued, but it  has 
ceased to have the first call upon the time of the worker. 
The researches are in possibly increasing proportion con- 
cerned with problems "in the scientific subjects related 
to medicine" and do not lend themselves to a review of 
a general character. Those, however, who have seen the 
very remarkable film by Dr. Canti illustrating the actual 
method by which normal and cancer tissues are built up 
will be interested to know that Miss Honor B. Fell, who 
was last year appointed to a senior fellowship, has been 
associated in this work a t  the Strangeways Research 
Hospital, Cambridge. 

Dr. Hindle, whose discovery of a vaccine protective 
against yellow fever was mentioned in last year's report, 
has experienced one of those setbacks which almost in- 
variably attend work of such a character by the diminu- 
tion in virulence of the strain of the virus with which 
he has been working. Such variations in virulence are 
well known in other virus diseases-e.g., dogs7 distemper 
-and therefore it  is not surprising that similar changes 
should have occurred in the yellow-fever virus. The 
practical consequences are increased difficulties in test- 
ing the protective value of the vaccine, as it is neces- 
sary to use large numbers of monkeys. Efforts are now 
being made to reestablish the virulence of this strain and 
also to obtain other strains. Further evidence has been 
obtained which establishes the fact that those engaged 
upon this research, if unprotected, are subject to serious 
risk of infection. 

The advisory board are of opinion that the records 
of the candidates a t  this election indicate a standard 
both as regards academic distinctions and subsequent 
performance a t  least as high as in any previous year. 

Possibly in the next annual report advantage may be 
taken of the fact that twenty-one years will then have 
elapsed since the foundation of the trust to review the 
service which the work of the fellows has rendered to 
the advancement of medical science, although the inter- 
vention of the war period, during which all the fellows 
resigned to undertake work of more immediate service to 
the state, will prevent it  from being a review of a 
similar number of years. 

WESTERN FOREST FIRES 
THE critical forest fire situation i n  the Western Na- 

tional Forests is somewhat improved but still f a r  
from satisfactory, according to reports received in 
Washington by the Forest Service, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. I n  northern Idaho, where raging for- 
est fires were rapidly approaching disastrous propor- 
tions a short time ago, cool weather with some rain 
has given some temporary relief. I n  spite of this 
change, 4,900 fire fighters are  rushing work to make 
the many large fires safe from further outbreak in 
anticipation of the possible recurrence of dry weather. 
I n  Washington and Oregon, where several large un- 
controlled fires are  being fought by hundreds of men, 
the weather remains hot and dry with no relief pre- 
dicted. I n  California the weather has become more 
favorable to the work of fire control and no large fires 
are  now burning. 

More than $1,000,000 has been spent by the Forest 
Service in  the last three weeks i n  fighting forest fires, 
and in the fire season more than 500,000 acres have 
been burned over in  the Western National Forests. 
I n  the six Western National Forest Districts, com-
prising the Rocky Mountain and Pacific Coast region, 
there have been i n  that period 5,025 separate fires, 
3,016 of which have been caused by lightning and 
2,009 by human agency. 

"Lightning fires have been unusually troublesome 
this year," says E. A. Sherman, acting chief of the 
Forest Service in  the absence of Major R. Y. Stuart, 
who is in  the west studying national forest needs with 
the agricultural subcommittee of the appropriations 
committee of the House of Representatives. "Fires 
caused by human,  carelessness are unnecessary and 
will be eliminated by education and law enforcement. 
Bunched lightning fires, sometimes running to 300 or 
400 separate fires set by one dry electrical storm, will 
always present the risk of disaster unless adequate 
means a re  provided to cope with them. This means 
especially a complete system of roads and trails 
throughout the National Forests, including especially 
the now almost inaccessible country where lightning 
strikes most frequently. It means, secondly, a n  avail- 


