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of agricultural science are available.” In support of
this view it was remarked that it would usually be dif-
ficult to fit the small number of postgraduate stu-
dents from the agricultural colleges into the ordinary
Indian college system; but it was recognized that, as
the scientific side of the universities develops, they
may be expected to provide more facilities for post-
graduate study in pure science.

The Benares Hindu University makes strong elaims
"to an advanced position in the matter of scientific re-
search. The chemical laboratory is a modern fire-
proof two-storied building, with thirty-four big
rooms, including two big lecture theaters and a small
lecture room. Special facilities are provided to enable
competent students to conduct original investigations.
The student, under the guidance of the professor in
charge, undertakes for an extended period a compre-
hensive investigation of some problem ifi chemistry
of theoretical or practical significance. Ordinarily
the standard and the scope of these researches is that
necessary for the award by the university of the doe-
torate of science.

In Southern India some progress is being made.
The Madras University has adopted schemes for the
establishment of research laboratories in zoology, bot-
any and biochemistry. Suitable sites for the con-
struction of the proposed laboratories have been se-
lected, and detailed plans and estimates are under
preparation, temporary arrangements being made for
research work in the meantime, The new Andhra
University is associated with the Madras University
in awarding studentships tenable in the laboratories
of its college at Vizianagram for research in spec-
troseopy. The research department, founded by the
Raja of Vizianagram, is speeially well equipped for

this subject. The Mysore University has the advan- -

tage of some coordindtion of its work in certain
branches, notably that of geology, with the All-India
College of Science at Bangalore.

THE AUSTRALIAN ANTARCTIC RESEARCH
EXPEDITION

THE prime minister of the commonwealth has re-
cently made in the Australian Parliament the follow-
ing statement, which is quoted in the Geographical
Journal, London :

Having given the closest and fullest consideration to
the question for several years past, the commonwealth
government has reached the conclusion that the time is
now ripe for an Australian expedition to proceed to that
part of the Antarctic which lies immediately to the
south of Australia. It has therefore decided to organize
and equip such an expedition, which, it is at present
contemplated, will leave Australia towards the end of
this year. In view of his great experience and knowl-
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edge of Antarctic eonditions and his world-wide reputa-
tion in scientific circles, we have approached Sir Douglas
Mawson and asked him to lead the expedition. Sir
Douglas has informed us that he will be prepared to
do so. The special interest of the commonwealth in the
Antaretic region lying south of Australia, extending
from the Ross Sea in the east to Enderby Land in the
west, which is generally known as the Australian sector,
has been often affirmed in the past. Of the various ex-
peditions to this region, the richest so far in scientifie
and other achievement was Sir Douglas Mawson’s expe-
dition of 1911-14. The expedition that the common-
wealth government has decided to organize this year
will, it is hoped, complete and crown this previous
Australian effort. '

His Majesty’s government in Great Britain has gen-
erously placed the Discovery at the disposal of the ex-
pedition, free of charge. This vessel is at present in
the service of the Falkland Islands Dependencies, and
has been specially constructed for work in the ice. It
is the best ship at present afloat for the purposes of
the expedition.

The forthecoming expedition will seek to effect a va-
riety of objects, mostly of a scientific nature. The ex-
ploration and mapping out of that part of the coast-line
which could not be completed by the Mawson expedition
in 1911 will be undertaken, scientific and meteorological
work will be carried out, investigations into the economie
resources of the region will be made.

The exact location of the coast-line of this sector of
the Antarctic in which Australia is interested is of mate-
rial importance. The expedition will therefore carry out
hydrographic survey work, comprising the correct loca-
tion and charting of coasts, islands, rocks and shoals.
It is proposed to equip the expedition with aeroplanes
so that inland surveys can be made. The study of
meteorological conditions which will be made will enable

“the relationship between these conditions and the climate

and weather of Australia to be determined more ade-
quately than at present. A further important part of
the expedition’s work will be to carry out investigations
regarding the fauna, notably whales and seals, of the
region explored. Whaling in various parts of the Ant-
arctie, notably south of the Falkland Islands, New Zea-
land and South Afriea, has now assumed considerable
importance, and the government feels that it is most de-
sirable that investigations should be made in the near
future to determine the economic and commercial value
of the waters of the Australian sector in this respect.

Sir Douglas Mawson, who was for some months in
England on the business of the expedition, has now
returned to Australia, leaving Captain J. K. Davis to
take out the Discovery in August next. The Geo-
graphical Journal understands that the ship is lent to
the Australian by the British government, which has

‘rented her from the Falkland Islands government,

and that a new and larger ship is now being built for
the research work of the Falkland Islands Dependen-
cies.



