
SCIENCE 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
THE PAN-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 


GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY 


AN assembly, a t  which will be formally organized 
the Pan-American Institute of Geography and His- 
tory, will be held in the City of Mexico from Septem- 
ber 16 to 22. A rather extensive plan is outlined 
for the meeting, the first session of which will be 
held in the Pan-American Hall of the Treasury De- 
partment. The address of welcome will be delivered 
by the chief of the federal district and later in the 
day the delegates will be presenjed to the president 
of the republic. 

September 17, 18  and 19 will be devoted to dis-
cussion of the statutes for the formation of the in- 
stitute. A plan for the creation of such an institute 
was officially presented by the Mexican government 
through its delegation to the Sixth Pan-American 
Congress held in Havana in January, 1928. The 
presiding officer a t  the sessions on these three days 
will be Dr. Pedro C. SQnchez, director of Geograph- 
ical and Climatological Research in Mexico, who first 
proposed the creation of such an institute and who 
was technical adviser to the Mexican delegation a t  
the meeting in Havana. On the twentieth will occur 
the nomination and election of the executive com-
mittee of the institute and the selection of the place 
where the first congress will be held. Following the 
completion of this business, the delegates will be 
taken to the Department of Geographical and Cli- 
matological Research, located in Tacubaya, a suburb 
of Mexico City. While there an opportunity will be 
afforded them to visit the building which the Mexican 
government is now erecting for the offices of the Pan- 
American Institute of Geography and History. The 
assembly will be formally declared closed a t  a recep- 
tion given that night by President Portes Gil a t  
Chapultepec Castle. 

Several interesting excarsions are planned for the 
delegates by their Mexican hosts, including sightsee- 
ing trips about the capital and its environs, and a 
trip by special train to the School of Agriculture in 
Chapingo, where a banquet will be given by the 
Secretary of Agriculture. The delegates will also be 
taken by special train to the archeological ruins a t  
San Juan Teotihuacitn where a banquet will be given 
by the Secretary of Public Education. Another ex-
cursion will be made to the Caverns of Cacahuamilpa, 
under the auspices of the Secretaries of Communica- 
tion and Public Works and of Industry, Commerce 
and Labor. The chief of the Federal District will 
entertain the delegates a t  a reception in the Municipal 
Palace. 

THE BASHFORD DEAN MEMORIAL EX- 
HIBIT OF FOSSIL FISHES 

THE exhibit of fossil fishes in the southeast pavilion 
of the fourth floor of the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History, a memorial to the late Bashford Dean, 
first curator of fishes in this museum, was opened on 
the afternoon of June 10. President Henry Fairfield 
Osborn presided over the short meeting which was 
attended by the immediate family and many personal 
friends of Dr. Dean, including a number of his col- 
leagues from the two universities (Columbia and New 
York) in which he was a professor, and the two mu- 
seums (the American Museum of Natural History and 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art), in both of which 
he was long a curator. 

President Osborn read a cablegram from Dr. W. K. 
Gregory, curator of fishes, who is a t  present on an ex- 
pedition to Africa. He then paid a brief tribute to 
Dr. Dean as his student, colleague and friend, and 
asked Miss Francesca La Monte, assistant curator, to 
unveil the bronze bas-relief tablet which is  the gift of 
his friends from all over the world. H e  then asked 
Mr. J. T. Nichols, curator of Recent fishes, to say a 
few words in explanation of the exhibit. Next he 
called on Dr. E. W. Gudger, bibliographer and asso- 
ciate in the department, who gave a brief history of 
the great Dean "Bibliography of Fishes" and of its 
continuation, and of the plan for the publication of a 
memorial atlas of the valuable unpublished plates, 
drawn by Dr. Dean himself, portraying the outer de- 
velopment of certain primitive sharks. 

Among the noteworthy collections represented in 
this exhibit are that of Devonian placoderms made by 
Professor J. S. Newberry (Dr. Dean's teacher in 
paleichthyology), the E. D. Cope collection and the 
Alfred Ely Day collection from Mt. Lebanon, Syria. 
These form the basis of the exhibit, which from time 
to time has been augmented by other specimens. 

FIELD PARTIES OF THE OKLAHOMA 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

CHAS.N. GOULD,director of the Oklahoma Geolog- 
ical Survey, announces the organization of the follow- 
ing twelve field parties for the present field season: 

Charles E. Decker, professor of paleontology a t  the 
University of Oklahoma, with assistants Norval Bal- 
lard and Ross Maxwell, is making a detailed study of 
the Simpson formation and the Viola limestone in the 
Arbuckle Mountain region, this being the third sum- 
mer Dr. Decker has pursued work in this general 
region. 

Samuel Weidman, professor of geology a t  the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma, is continuing his studies in the 
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lead and zinc areas of northeastern Oklahoma. W. 
A. Wilson, of Princeton University, with Thomas L. 
Metcalf, as assistant, will start about August 10 to 
study coal outcrops in Muskogee County, Oklahoma, 
this being a continuation of the work carried on dur- 
ing the last tw? years by D~.*w.T. Thom, of Prince- 
ton. C. A. Merritt, assistant professor of geology at 
the University of Oklahon~a, assisted by W. M. Plas- 
ter, is conducting studies in the Hennessey shale of 
north-central Oklahoma. 

John S. Redfield, assistant geologist of the Okla- 
homa ~eological Survey, is undertaking the collection 
of a large number of samples of Oklahoma clays, the 
same to be tested by the department of ceramics at 
the Oklahoma A. and M. College at Stillwater. J. R. 
McGehee, who has recently been named paleontologist 
of the Oklahoma Geological Survey, is undertaking 
the collection and description of the Pennsylvanian 
fossils of the state. 

Professors F. A. Melton, R. L. Six and H. A. Ire- 
land, of the department of geology, and W. F. Cloud, 
of the school of petroleum engineering of the Univer- 
sity of Oklahoma, are undertaking the preparation 
of reports on the oil and gas geology of various coun- 
ties of the state, this to complete Bulletin 40 of the 
Oklahoma Geological Survey which is being published 
as separate chapters. John A. McCutchin, American 
Petroleum Institute research observer on geothermal 
gradients for Oklahoma, will continue his work on 
deep-well temperatures on various oil fields in the 
state. C. L. Cooper, chief geologist of the survey, 
assisted by J. R. McGehee, paleontologist, expects to 
make an extended trip during October and November 
studying Mississippian formations in Oklahoma, Ar- 
kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. 

CONFERENCE OF THE GENERAL ELECTRIC 
COMPANY 

TWENTY-FOURprofessors of engineering in as many 
colleges and universities attended the five-weeks' pro- 
fessors' conference conducted this year, as in previous 
years, by the General Electric Company. 

The conference opened on July 1 and continues 
through August 3. During that period the visitors will 
have had the opportunity to study developments in 
electrical and mechanical engineering in an industrial 
plant. On July 10 and 11,the visitors had an outing 
a t  F ~ e n c h  Point on Lake George. On July 11,they 
journeyed to Pittsfield, Massachusetts, by bus, to in- 
spect transformer work a t  the General Electric plant 
there. July 1 2  and 13  were passed a t  the River 
Works and West Lynn works of the company a t  
Lynn, Mass. Those in attendance are: Dean Paul 
Cloke, University of Maine; N. B. Ames, George 
Washington University ; S. W. Anderson, Virginia 

Military Institute; F. E. Canavaciol, Brooklyn Poly- 
technic Institute; R. F. Chamberlain, Cornell; E.  P. 
Culver, Princeton; P. A. Cushman, Vanderbilt; 0. E. 
Edison, University of Nebraska; W. N. Espy, Uni- 
versity of Illinois; S. T. Fife, University of Louis-
ville; L. S. Foltz, Michigan State College; L. J. 
Hodgins, University of Maryland; P. L. Hoover, 
Case; I?. D. Jackson, University'of New Hampshire; 
R. P. Kolb, North Carolina State College; W. F. 
Mallory, University of Colorado; R. M. Matson, 
Georgia Tech; F. 13. Pumphrey, Rutgers; D. P. 
Randall, Syracuse; H. E. Richards, Northeastern; 
C. W. Ricker, Tulane; W. T. Ryan, University of 
Minnesota; J. T. Strate, University of' Arkansas; 
A. P. Strom, University of Iowa. 

The following professors and instructors are em- 
ployed at the Schenectady plant for the summer: 
R. C. Putnam, Case; C. C. Whipple, Brooklyn Poly- 
technic; H. A. Everett, Pennsylvania State; J. A. 
King, University of Kansas; R. E. Clark, Cornell; 
C. M. McCorrnick, Colorado; 8. S. Attwood, Univer- 
sity of Michigan; A. A. Nims, Newark Tech; J. 31. 
C. Porter, Carnegie; C. W. Hoilman, Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute; L. Conover, Lafayette; E. O. 
Keller, University of Texas; E.  C. Litman, A. D. 
Hummell, C. M. Green, A. A. Bennett, C. A, Keener, 
G. A. Goodenough, of University of Illinois; C. E. 
Mapusson, University of Washington; J. M. Bry- 
ant, University of Minnesota; Comfort A. Adams, 
Harvard; R. W. Sorensen, California; C. V. Mueller, 
Kansas State College. 

The following professors and instructors are em- 
ployed in the research laboratory: J. M. Beams, 
University of Virginia; P. H. Carr, Cornell; H. E. 
Edgerton and C. F. Munkenhaupt, Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology; J. H. Johnstone, Tallahassee; 
T. M. Kruger, Cornell; E. Lawrence, University of 
Virginia; P. Lowe, Queens; D. Ramadanoff, Cornell; 
Guy Suits, Wisconsin; F. W. Warburton, Univer-
sity of Oklahoma; J. W. Williams, Wisconsin; C. H. 
Willis, Princeton; W. T. Kearton, University of 
Liverpool. 

THE WOODS HOLE STATION OF THE 

BUREAU OF FISHERIES 


THE U. S. Fisheries Biological Station a t  Woods 
Hole opened on June 17 for the 1929 s q m e r  season 
under the direction of Oscar E. Bette. Three of the 
bureau's major investigations have headquarters a t  
Woods Hole this season. Dr. Paul S. Galtsoff, with 
three assistants, is continuing his investigations on the 
physiology of oysters and the ecology of oyster beds 
in the vicinity of Woods Hole, Massachusetts. The 
studies on the shore fisheries of the Middle Atlantic 
coast continue under the direction of Robert A. Nes-


